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MAJORITY REPORT. 



Washington, February 28, 1861. 
To His Excellency, Beriah Magoffin^ Governor of Kentticky: 

The undersigned, Commissioners appointed by a resolution of the 
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to meet such 
Commij<sioners as might be appointed by the several States in accord- 
ance with the request of the State of Virginia, to confer together 
upon the present condition of our country, respectfully report. 

That they assembled in the city of Washington on the 4th inst., 
twenty-one States being represented, and continued in session until the 
27th inst., and finally agreed on the inclosed printed propositions as a 
basis of settlement and pacification. The journal of our proceedings, 
as soon as completed and printed, will be transmitted as part of this 
report. 

Respectfully, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
C. S. MOREHEAD, 
JOSHUA F. BELL, 
C. A. WICKLIFFE. 

P. S. — It is proper to remark, that before this report was written 
and signed, two of the Commissioners, Hon. J. B. Clay and Gen. 
Butler, had left the city. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE. ARTICLE 13. 

Section 1 . In all the present territory of the United States, not 
embraced within the limits of the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a 
line from east to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes north 
latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohib- 
ited whilst it shall be under a Territorial government; and in all the 
present territory south of said line, the status of perj«ons owing service 
or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such terri- 
tory shall be under a Territorial government; and neither Congress nor 
the Territorial government shall have power to hinder or prevent the 
taking to said territory of persons held to labor or involuntary service, 
within the United States, according to the laws or usages of the State 
from which such persons may be taken, nor to impair the rights arising 
out of said relations, which shall be subject to judicial cognizance in 
the federal courts, according to- the common law; and when any terri- 
tory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress may 
prescribe, shall contain a population required for a member of Con- 
gress, according to the then federal ratio of representation, it shall, if 
its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on 
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an equal footing with the original States, writh or without involuntary 
service or labor, as the constitution of such new State may provide. 

Section 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States, 
unless by treaty ; nor, except for naval and commercial stations and 
depots, unless such treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of all the 
members of the Senate. 

Section 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, 
shall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, abolish, or con- 
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation 
established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound 
to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of 
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the own- 
ers who do not consent just compensation ; nor the power to interlere 
with or prohibit representatives and others from bringing with them to 
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons so bound 
to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish involuntary ser- 
vice in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States 
within those States and Territories where the same is established or 
recognized ; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transportation, 
by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service 
in any State or Territory of the United States to any other State or 
Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage, 
and the right during transportation of touching at ports, shores, ami 
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall 
Congress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on per- 
sons bound to labor than on land. 

Section 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the 
States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action of their judi- 
cial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives 
from labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

Section 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves 
into jthe United States and their Territories, from places beyond the 
present limits thereof, are forever prohibited. 

Section 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this sec- 
tion six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, and the third paragraph 
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amend- 
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States. 

Section 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States 
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all 
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest 
such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation 
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive 
was rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed 
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive. 
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Frankfort, March 20th, 1861. 
To His Excellency/, B. Magoffin, Governor of Kentucky: 

The undersigned, having made a brief report to you as Commissioners 
from the State of Kentucky, to the Convention of States assembled 
at Washington City, on the 4th of February last, on the invitation of 
the State of Virginia, and not having it in their power at that time 
to transmit a journal of their proceedings, beg teave now to do so. 
It came to hand to-day, and we avail ourselves of the earliest moment 
to submit it to your Excellency, and through you to the Legislature. 

Prom this document it will be perceived that the Crittenden propo- 
rtions, as modified by the suggestions of Virginia, were offered and 
failed to be passed. The original propositions of Mr. Crittenden were 
afterwards offered and likewise failed. In both instances Kentucky 
voted as an unit in favor of the propositions. These having failed, the 
propositions heretofore transmitted to you were passed, and it may not 
oe improper to give some explanations of the sections adopted. 

The resolutions of Virginia suggested the amendments of the Con- 
stitution proposed by Mr. Crittenden, with additions proposed by that 
State, as the basis of the action 6f the Conference of States in their 
efforts to adopt some plan to restore harmony to a divided country and 
to preserve the Union. It will be proper here to state what were the 
leading provisions of Mr. Crittenden's proposed amendment, and also 
to state the amendment of the Constitution proposed by the Conven- 
tion of States. 

Upon the territorial question, the amendment of Mr, Crittenden pro- 
vides, that " in all the territory now or hereafter to be acquired north 
of latitude 36 deg. 30 min., slavery or involuntary servitude, except as 
a punishment for crime, is prohibited ; v\rhile in all territory south of 
that line slavery is hereby recognized as existing, and shall not be in- 
terfered with by Congress, but shall be protected as property by all the 
departments of the territorial government during its continuance ; all 
the territory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as 
Congress may prescribe, when it contains a population necessary for a 
member of Cengress, with a Republican form of goverment, shall be 
admitted into the Union on an equality with the original States, with 
or without slavery, as the Constitution of the State shall prescribe." 

The corresponding section of the amendment proposed by the Con- 
ference of the States upon the same subject is as follows : " In all the 
present territory of the United States, north of the parallel of 36 deg. 
30 min. north latitude, involuntary servitude, except as punishment of 
crimes, shall be prohibited. In all the present territories south of that 
line, the stuius of persons held to involuntary servitude or labor, as it 
now exists, shall not be changed ; nor shall any law be passed by 
Congress or the territorial legislature to hinder or prevent the taking 
of such persons in the States of this Union to said territory, nor im- 
pair any rights arising from said relation; but the same shall be 
subject to the judicial cognizance of the Federal courts, according to 
the course of the common law ; " the latter clause of -which provides 
for the admission into the Union, in such convenient territory as Con* 
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gress may provide, States with or without elavery, as their Constitution 
may provide, when the population shall be equal to the ratio of 
representation in Congress, shall be admitted into the Union. The 
only substantial difference between the two sections, that of Mr. 
Crittenden and the Convention of States, is, that the section of the 
Conference does not provide for a division of future acquired territory, 
. This provision was objected to by many of the States represented, 
because they believed the present boundaries and territory of the 
United States were large enough ; they did not wish to place in the 
Constitution a section which presented to the world that we were pre- 
paring our Government with power to make aggressions upon the 
territory of our neighbors. 

It wai« believed that to insist upon this proposition, which may never, 
be called into action, would prevent the harmonious settlement of the 
difficulties now existing between the tv/o sections of the United States. 
We believe it would be regretted by every patriot if any honest 
and peaceful settlement of our present difficulties should be prevented, 
by insisting upon a provision dividing territory that the United States 
did not own, and may never acquire. With this exception, the prop- 
osition to divide the territory is the same in the amendment proposed 
bj' the Convention and by Mr. Crittenden's proposition. There is a 
difference of language, in some respects, between the two sections, 
but they both mean the same thing; that is, African slavery. The 
resolution of Mr. Crittenden declares that slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude shall not exist north of 36 deg. 30 min., while in all the territory 
south of that line, ** slavery is hereby recognized as existing." 

The section of the Conference employs the language of the present 
Constitution, the same language as is used in the ordinance of 1787 to 
express the same idea, which does mean, and has been held by the leg- 
islative, judicial, and executive departments of the Government to 
mean, African slavery and property in the same. The Representatives 
from the free States preferred the language employed in the Constitu- 
tion, to which we could see no just objection ; nor can there be any 
valid objection to the language employed in this section of the amend- 
ment. 

The expressions used in Mr. Crittenden'a section, " that slavery ia 
hereby recognized as existing south of that line," was objected to by 
some, as it might be construed it meant to establish slavery in the ter- 
ritory by a constitutional provision. To obviate all difficulty, and 
remove all excuse for voting against this section of the Conference by 
those who manifested a desire to co-operate with the Southern States, 
the original proposition was amended in its language, and the section 
ma le to read, " that the status of persons held to involuntary service or 
labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed by any law of Congress 
or the territory." 

It may be well here to state what is the stattis of persons held to 
involuntary service or labor in all the territory of the United States 
south of 36 deg. 30 min. By the la.w of New Mexico, which covers 
the whole of the territory south of that line, African slavery exists by ■ 
territorial enactment, protected by the Constitution of the United States* . . 
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The laws of the Territory protect the right of the owner ; provide 
remedies, civil and criminal, for injuries or violation of Buch right, as 
completely and as effectually as it is protected in the State of Ken- 
tucky. This right, as it now exists, and the right to take slaves into 
that territory, shall not be impaired or changed by Congress, or the 
laws of the territory. If, after the adoption of this clause as a part 
of the Constitution, the territorial legislature should repeal its laws, or 
there should be a change of the decision in the Dred Scott case, the 
right and interest of the master in his slave would not and could not 
be impaired. 

It was thought by some that a territorial legislature might repeal 
the statutes furnishing the remedies now existing for the rights and 
protection of the owners of slaves, under the idea that it would not be 
a violation of the right or interest of the owner> The provision was 
added that the same — that is, the right in and to the slave, and for in- 
juries — should be subjectto the official cognizance of the Federal Courts, 
according to the course of the common law. It was believed that 
all intelligent minds, nay, any person of ordinary capacity, would 
comprehend the true meaning of this portion of the section. By some 
who are opposed to all adjustment of our present national difficulties, 
the meaning of this clause has been perverted. It is charged that the 
South has only secured to her such interest in African slavery as the 
common law recognizes; and as the common law does not recognize 
slavery in man, the provision is useless. Such objections do not dis- 
criminate between right and remedy. Slavery, as it now exists by law 
in New Mexico, is recognized, and is not to be impaired by law ; and 
if the right be interfered with by others, if the territorial law has not 
furnished a remedy, the injured owner is remitted to that common law 
which provides an adequate remedy for every wrong committed upon 
person or property. 

To charge that the section refers the master to the common law as 
giving or establishing his right to a slave, is an imputation upon the 
intelligence of the members of the Convention North and South, who 
voted for it. Take the clause as it stands, and the statute of New 
Mexico : if the clause were adopted as part of the Constitution, then we 
aver no owner of a slave in Kentucky is vested with a better right, or 
armed with a better remedy for the protection of that right and the 
redress of the icyury committed upon his slave. The provision is bet- 
ter, it is more permanent for the protection of slave property in a 
territory, than the simple constitutional injunction, " that it shall be 
protected as property by all the departments of the territorial govern- 
ment." 

The second section of the amendment proposed by the Conference 
is in these words: "No territory shall be acquired by the United 
States, except by discovery, and for naval and commercial stations, 
depots^ and transit routes, without the concurrence of a majority of all 
the Senators, from the States which allow involuntary servitude^ and 
from a majority of the Senators of the States which prohibit the 
relation. Nor shall territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of 
te majorit)ikOf the Senators from each of the States hereinbefore 
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mentioned be cast as a part of the two thirds majority necessary for 
the ratification of such treaty." 

This section was proposed and insisted upon by Virginia, and was 
intended to qualify the treaty-making power of the United States, so 
as to secure each section against any improper annexation of territory ; 
and if such majority be obtained, it will be upon an agreement for a 
fair division between the two sections for settlement and occupation. 

The third section of the article agreed to by the Convention is as 
follows : 

" Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be 
construed to give Congress the power to regulate, abolish, or control, 
within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation estab- 
lished and recognized by the laws thereof touching persons held to 
labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in the District of Columbia, without the consent 
of Maryland, or without the consent of the owners, or making the 
owners who do not consent, just compensation ; nor the power to inter- 
fere with or prohibit Representatives or others from bringing with 
them to the District of Columbia, retaining and taking away, persons 
so held to laber or service ; nor the power to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States, within those States and Territories where the same is 
established or recognized, nor the power to prohibit the removal or 
transportation of persons held to labor or involuntary service in any 
State or Territory of the United States, to any other State or Territory 
thereof, where it is established or recognized by law or usage ; and the 
right during the transportation, hy sea or river, of touching at ports, 
shores, landings, and landing in case of distress, shall exist; but not 
the right of transit in or through any State or Territory for sale or 
traffic against the laws thereof; nor shall Congress have power to 
authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or ser- 
vice, than lands. The bringing into the District of Columbia persons 
held to labor or service for sale, or placing them in depots, to be after- 
wards transferred to other places for sale as merchandise, is prohibited.'* 

This section embraces all of the 2d, 3d, and 4th sections of Mr. 
Crittenden's amendment, except the latter clause, which proposed to 
guarantee the right to take slaves through States where slavery does 
not exist. The amendment of the Convention does not embrace this 
clause ; and the right to do so is left where it has always rested, to the 
comity of each State. Some of the States where slavery exists, 
have, by statutes, prohibited the passage or importation of slaves as 
merchandise, in or through their territory. They have prohibited the 
importation of slaves by their own citizens, for their own use, from 
other States. It was deemed that such a provision would be an inva- 
sion upon the rights of the States, and, therefore, the amendnient of 
the Convention lefl that question where it has rested ever since the 
Constitution was adopted. The right thus to transport any slaves 
through any State is not embraced by the amendment. This exception 
applies to all the States, slave as well as free. The 4th sectioQ is as 
follows : • 
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** The 3d paragraph of the 2d section of the 4th article of the Coii- 
etitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by , 
appropriate legislation, and through the action of judicial and minis- 
terial officers, from inforcing the delivery of fugitives from labor to 
persons to whom such labor is due." 

It has been decided by the Supreme Court that any law of a State 
w^hich provided means and furnished aid to the re-capture and return 
of fugitive slaves, was unconstitutional ; this section permits States to 
pass such laws. The 5th section is as follows : 

" The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited, and it shall- 
be the duty of Congress to pass laws to prevent the importation of 
slaves, coolies, or persons held to service or labor, into the United 
States and territories, from places beyond the limits thereof.'* 

This section ought not to require any explanation ; no one can 
object to it except sucih as may desire the re-opening of the African 
slave trade. Weliave heard it suggested by some who seem to favor 
the independence of the seceded States, that upon their becoming 
independent and alien States, this clause would prohibit the importa- 
tion of such slaves from these seceded States into the United States. 
This should be so, else the United States might have their territory 
flooded by the African race, whenever the Southern Confederacy shall 
open the African slave trade. 

The 6th section prohibits the repeal of any of the guarantees in the 
Constitution, or in this amendment, in relation to slave property, with- 
out the consent of all the States. 

The 7th section is as follpws : Congress shall provide by law that 
the United States shall pay the owner full value for a fugitive from 
labor, in all cases where the marshal or other officer, whose duty it 
was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence, 
or intimidation, from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after 
arrest, such fugitive was rescued by like violence or intimidation, and 
the owner thereby deprived of the same ; and the acceptance of such 
payment shall preclude the owner from further claim to such fugitive. 
Congress shall provide by law for securing to citizens of each State 
the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States. 

This article is substantially the same as Mr. Crittenden's amend- 
ment. It makes it the duty of Congress to pay the owner the value of 
the slave, where the marshal shall be prevented by force or intimida- 
tion from executing the law, and where the slave shall be wrested from 
the owner after he is delivered. It was not necessary to provide in 
this section that Congress should provide by law how the United Statea 
may be indemnified for such payment. Under this claUse, and the 
section of the Constitution upon the subject of fugitives from labor, 
the power to pass such laws for the indemnity of the United States 
against such wrong-doers is plenary and full. 

The second section of article of the Constitution of the United 

States now reads : " The citizens of each State shall enjoy the privi- 
leges and immunities of the citizens of the several States." It gave 
Congress no right to legislate upon the subject; it opefates as a pro- 
hibition to each State from discriminating against the citizens of other 
2 
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States, and would make void all such legislation. The clause added 
to the 7th section of this article, that Congress shall provide by law 
for securing to the citizens of each State the privileges and immunities 
of citizens in the several States, cannot do more than to make such 
discriminating laws void, and is therefore harmless. 

The (section of Mr. Crittenden's amendment giving power to Congress 
to acquire territory in Africa, or South America, for the colonization 
•f free negroes, was not acceptable to the majority of the States. 
They seem to prefer to leave that question to the Colonization Society, 
ms a subject better and cheaper managed than it would be under the 
Government of the United States. It is proper to state, that upon the 
1st section of the amendment, the vote of the Commissioners of Ken- 
tucky was not unanimous, nor was it always so upon questions of 
amendments : but we claim for ourselves what we cheerfully accord 
to others, an honest and sincere purpose that some measure would be 
adopted that would give confidence, quiet, and security to the South ; 
ai^d we regret, that owing to the excited partisan state and condition 
of members of Congress, both North and South, the shortness of time 
permitted no fair test by a vote upon the amendment proposed. 

Although the proposed amendment was not submitted to the States 
lor adoption, the undersigned cannot hesitate to express a confident 
belief that the border free States would grant all the guarantees se- 
cured by the amendment, and they cannot believe that the remaining 
free States would refuse to do the same whenever the question shall 
he fairly presented to the people, which they hope may be done by the 
next Congress when it shall convene. 

With great respect, yours, <fec., 

C. A. WICKLIFFE, 
JAMES GUTHRIE, 
C. S. MOREHEAD, 
JOSHUA F. BELL. 
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To His Excellency, Bencth Magoffin, Governor of Kentucky: 

The undersigned, two of the Commissionerfl appointed by resolution 
of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, to meet 
euch Commissioners as might be appointed by Other States, in accord- 
ance with the request of the State of Virginia, to confer upon th# 
unfortunate condition of our country, not having had an opportunity to 
unite with their co-commissioners in the report which they understand 
they have made, although they remained in the city of Washington a- 
full day after the adjournment of the Convention for the purpose of 
joining with them in a proper report to your Excellency, feel it due to 
themselves, and respectful as well as due to the General Assembly, 
that they shall make this their separate report. 

The undersigned felt themselves bound, for the guidance of their 
action in the Convention, to regard in some degree the 4th resolution 
of the General Assembly which they beg here to quote : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Assembly of Kentucky, 
the propositions embraced in the resolutions presented to the Senate 
of the United States, by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, so construed that 
the first article proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States shall apply to all the Territory of the United States now 
held or hereafter acquired south of latitude 36 deg. and 30 min., and 
provide that slavery of the African race shall be effectually protected 
as property herein during the continuance of the territorial govern- 
ment ; and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the 
right of transit with their slaves between and through the non-slave- 
holding States and Territories, constitute the basis of such an adjust- 
ment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this 
Confederacy, as would be acceptable to the people of this Common-^ 
wealth. 

They conceived that this resolution set forth clearly the opinion 
of the General Assembly, as to what adjustment would be acceptable 
to the people of Kentucky, and at the same time negatived the idea 
that the resolutions of Mr. Crittenden would be acceptable, unless con-^ ' 
Btrued in the manner set forth in the resolution. Whilst they did not 
consider it to give them positive instructio;i, they did not feel them- 
selves to be at liberty to depart altogether from the wishes of the State, 
«o solemnly announced by the representatives of its people. 

The undersigned have delayed making their report until the present 
time, in the hope of being able to append to it, as a part thereof, the 
journal of the Convention, which would have shown every proposition ' 
made, with the vote by States upon such as were brought to a vote,^ 
l^ey regret that although a committee was appointed for the express 
purpose of superintending the printing of said journal, they have not 
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as yet received a copy of it, and that their report is more incomplete 
than they would have desired to have made it. 

The Convention assembled in the city of Washington on the 4th of 
February, and continued its sessions until the 27th of that month, 
when it adjourned sine die. Before the final adoption of the proposed 
amendments to the Constitution, twenty-one States v^^ere present by 
their delegates in Convention. A Committee on Resolutions, consist- 
ing of a member from each State, was appointed, to whom was refer- 
red various propositions of adjustment. That committee finally report- 
ed, as the result of its deliberations, a proposition to amend the Consti- 
tution by a 13th article, consisting of 7 sections, a copy of which, 
marked A, is filed as a part hereof. 

Notice of varipus substitutes for the report of the committee wa?i 
given, but it was claimed and conceded that before a vote upon any 
■ubstitute could be taken, the report of the committee should be amend- 
ed and perfectedln convention. 

Many amendments were proposed ; upon some of them, the under- 
■igned were so unfortunate as to differ from the opinion of the 
majority of their co-commissioners who cast the vote of the State. 
To one or two of the mqre important of them they would briefly call 
attention. A motion was made by Gov. Reid, a delegate from North 
Carolina, to amend the 1st section of the series, by inserting at the end 
of the clause, " and in all the present territory south of said line," the 
words " involuntary servitude is recognized , and property in t/iose of titg 
African rjace held to service or labor in any of the States of the Union, 
when removed to such territory, shall be protected and y This amendment 
received the votes of but three States — Virginia, North Carolina, and 
Missouri. Seventeen States voted against it, Kentucky being one of 
them. From this vote the undersigned caused their dissent to b« 
recorded. 

A motion was made by Mr. Seddon, a delegate from Virginia, to 
Amend the 3d section of the series, by inserting at the end of the 
clause, "and the right during transportation of touching at ports, 
ihores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist,'* 
ihe words, " and if the transportation shall be by sea, the right to persons 
held to service or labor shall be protected by the Federal Government as other 
property P This amendment was lost, Kentucky voting against it, from 
which vote the undersigned caused their dissent to be recorded. 

^ Tie entire first section of the report of the committee was stricken 
out. In lieu thereof, a proposition made by Mr. Franklin, a delegate 
from Pennsylvania, was adopted. This proposition is the first section 
upon the paper marked B. 

One of the undersigned (Mr. Clay) proposed, as an additional section 
to the report of the committee, a proposition to construe the second 
paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu- 
tion) BO that no State shall have the power to judge apd determine 
what was treason, felony, or other crime, by the laws of another State, 
but that a person charged with treason, felony, or other crime in one 
State, who should flee from justice and be found in another State, 
n^ould, on demand of the Executive authority of the State from which 
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he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdiction 
of the crime. This amendment was lost; a large majority voting 
against it. 

Amendments too numerous to set forth in the limits of a report, 
were offered and voted upon. Finally, the report of the committer 
was perfected, and is filed herewith as a part hereof, marked B. 

Substitutes for the report of the committee, as amended and per- 
fected, being now in order: among others, Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, 
oflRerred the amendments to the Constitution, known as the Crittenden 
resolutions, with such additions and amendments as were asked by 
Virginia, (in substance, the same as those set forth in the resolutions 
of the General Assembly of Kentucky.) This substitute was rejected 
by a large majority — receiving the votes of only a few States. 

One of the undersigned (Mr. Clay) then offered as a substitute for 
the report of the committee, the amendments to the Constitution, 
known as the Crittenden resolutions, without the crossing a "t" or dot- 
ting an "i." This substitute was rejected — 16 States voting against it, 
and only 5 States voting for it. 

All substitutes having been rejected, the perfected report of tht 
committee (B) came up in order. Upon it, the vote of the convention 
was taken by sections. On the first vote upon the first section, it 
was rejected by the votes of 11 States to 8. The convention adjourn- 
ed until the next morning ; when this vote was reconsidered. 

The seven sections of the report were then passed by the convention. 

Upon the first section, the vote stood, 9 States for, 8 States against. 
Four Southern States out of seven, and five Northern States out of 
fourteen, voting for it — Virginia and North Carolina both against it. 

The second section was passed-r-ll States voting for it, 8 Statei 
against it. 

The third section was passed — 12 States voting for it, 7 States 
against it. 

The fourth section was passed — 15 States voting for it, 4 States 
against it. 

The fifth section was passed — 16 States voting for it, 5 States 
against it. 

The sixth section was passed — 11 States voting for it, 9 States 
against it. 

The seventh section was passed-^12 States voting for it, 7 States 
against it. 

The vote of Kentucky was cast by the majority of her commissioners 
in favor of every section of the seven. 

After the passage of the report by sections, a vote Was demanded 
upon it as an entirety, but was ruled to be out of order. 

The undersigned could not agree with their co-commissioners in 
casting the vote of Kentucky for the several sections of the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution, as adopted by the convention. They 
believed that the amendment, as a permanent settlement of the ques- 
tions which have so unhappily divided the Northern and Southern 
sections of the United States, would prove wholly ineffectual, and 
that instead of providing securities and guarantees for the rights of 
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the South, as they are believed now to exist under the Constitution and 
laws, involved a surrender of most important rights, and furnished 
adequate security to none. They propose to give briefly their reasons 
for this op'ni m. 

The first section undertakes to settle the territorial question by divid- 
ing all the present territory of the United States .by a line upon the 
parg^llel of 36 degrees 30 minutes, north latitude ; and provides that 
liorth of that line involuntary servitude, eircept in punishment of 
crime, shall be prohibited ; whilst south of that line the status of 
perf«ons held to involuntary service or labor as it now exists, shall not 
be changed. 

What is the present extent of the territory of the United States ; 
and what is its status respecting persons held to involuntary service op 
labor ? 

The present territory of the United States, including 67,020 square 
miles held by the Cherokee Indians, under treaty grant, amounts to 
1,287,277 square miles. By the southern construction of the decision 
of the Supreme Court, in the case of Dred Scott, into every foot of 
this vast territory persons held to involuntary service or labor may 
now be taken ; and south of the line 36 degrees 30 minutes, the terri- 
torial law of New Mexico also permits it. The first section of the 
amendment proposes to take from the people of the South the right to 
carry persons held to involuntary service or labor into any of the ter- 
ritory north of 36 degrees 30 minutes ; that is to say, forever to exclude 
nuch persons from 1,021,307 square miles of the territory of the United 
States ; whilst it merely concedes the right, which they believe they 
already have as to the whole, to take such persons into 265,970 square 
miles of the territory — about one fourth of the whole. Would this b# 
•concession to the South^ or to the North? 

But as to the stattLS of the territory south of 36 degrees and 30 min- 
mtes, in respect to persons held to involuntary service or labor; what 
is it? 

The right to take such persons into said territory rests, first, upon 
the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case. Second, 
upon the territorial law of New Mexico, which territory embraces all 
0outh of 36 degrees and 30 minutes, except 50,290 square miles of the 
Cherokee treaty grant, where slavery now exists. 

It is well known that a very large portion of the people of the 
Vorth, as well as many of the South, maintain that the decision of 
the Supreme Court in the case of Dred Scott, so far as it relates to 
the question of slavery in the Territories, is no decision at all ; simply 
Mter dictu, which does not settle the law upon the subject. That such 
is the opinion of the present Chief Magistrate is clear from his late 
inaugural. It is also avowed by the dominant party, that it is their 
intention to remodel the Supreme Court, and to have that decision 
reversed. If, then, the Dred Scott decision does not correctly declare 
the law, or if it be reversed, in either case, so far as the status of the 
Territory rests upon it, it would be free and not slave. 

The Dred Scott case no longer to be relied on as fixing a status of 
slavery, we should be thrown altogether upon the territorial law of 
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New Mexico. But it is scarcely necessary to observe that a larga 

Eortion of the American people believe that a Territorial Legislature 
as no power to pass laws either to introduce or to prohibit slavery in 
the Territories, Should the territorial law of New Mexico be hereafter 
decided to be void, the Dred Scott decision either no deciia>ion at all, or 
reversed, the siattis of even that small portion of the territory of the 
United States, 265,970 square miles out of 1,287,277 square miles, 
would be fi^ee and not slave. 

What protection is proposed to be given to slave property south of 
the line 36 degrees and 30 minutes? The section merely provides, 
that neither Congress nor the Territorial Legislature shall pass any law 
to hinder or prevent the taking of persons held to involuntary service 
or labor to the Territory^ nor to impair the right*? arising from said 
relation; but the same (^A& rights) shall be subject to judicial cogni^ 
zance in the Federal Courts, according to the course of the common 
law. What is the course of the common law in the remedies it 
affords to infringement upon the rights of property in slaves ? Is it 
clear, unmistakable, not liable to misconstruction, especially when 
administered by judges unfriendly or adverse to the institution of slav- 
ery ? Would the opinion, for example, of the distinguished Governor 
of New York, who now holds so hi>jh a place in the Cabinet, that a 
slave, not being a free man, could not under the common law be kid- 
napped, and that, therefore, there is no common law remedy for kid- 
napping a slave, be followed? Is this such protection for the right 
of property in the territories as Kentucky seeks as further security 
and further guarantee ? How vain ! How delusive ! The proposi- 
tion was but a miserable attempt to withdraw from the institution of 
slavery in the territories the protection of the Constitution and the 
Federal laws, and to have its only security to depend upon the vague 
and uncertain remedies of the common law. 

If there had been no other objection to it, the first section of the 
amendment proposed by the Peace Conference, which received only 
the votes of four slave States out of seven, and five free States out 
of fourteen, was too doubtful in meaning, too liable to misconstruc- 
tion — different constructions having been given to it even in the con- 
vention which passed it —to allow the undersigned, in justice to Ken- 
tucky, to vote for it as a mectsure of final acljustment. 

The undersigned objected to the second section, because, crippling 
present rights, it rendered the future acquisition of any territory what- 
ever — Cuba, or any other, no matter how important and desirable — 
almost impossible. 

They objected to the third section because it failed to secure the right 
of transit, but left it in the power of any State or Territory to pre- 
vent the same. For example, placing it in the power of Illinois by 
Constitutional provision, if she chose to exercise it, to nrevent the 
slaveholder of Kentucky from passing through that State with hie 
slave property, on his way to Missouri or the South. 
^ They objected to the 5th section, because, whether by constitutional 
right, or by revolutionary right, the so-called Southern Confederacy, 
being beyond the limits of the United States, or if not now beyond 
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said limits, certainjy to be so as soon as said Confederacy shall be re- 
cognized, it is made the duty of Congress, by the last clause of the 
section, to pass laws to prevent our friends and brothers, now residing 
within the limits of that Confederacy, from returning with their slaves 
to Kentucky ; the passage of which laws would inevitably lead to 
retaliatory laws by the Southern Confederacy against the introduction 
of slaves from Kentucky into their territory. 

They objected to the 6th section, because it proposed to make the 1st, 
3d, and 5th sections, amendments to the Constitution virtually unal- 
terable. 

They objected to the 7th section, because it proposed that any citizen 
of a slave State, who should lose his fugitive slave, by reason of mob, 
riotous assemblage, or rescue after arrest, should himself pay a part 
of his own loss, whilst every other citizen of a slave State should pay 
a part thereof, thus offering a bonus to deprive the people of the South 
of their property, and in effect by providing that the fugitive, having 
been thus paid for, shall thereafter be free, to constitute the United 
States government a grand Emancipation Society. 

The undersigned have felt it to be proper thus to set forth the 
reasons which caused them to oppose the amendment to the Consti 
tution, which met the approval of the Peace Convention and of their 
co-Commissioners. 

After the adoption of a preamble to the proposition of the Con- 
vention, the President was requested to cause the same to be presented 
to the two Houses of Congress, which was accordingly done, and 
its fate in that body is known to the country. 

Before the final adjournment of the Convention, resolutions against 
the right of secession by a State from the Union, and in favor of such 
right, w^ere proposed but not entertained. The following resolution 
was also proposed but not entertained by the Convention ; its mover, 
however, asked and obtained leave to have it spread upon the journal: 

Resolved^ That while the adoption, by the States of South Carolina, 
Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, of 
ordinances declaring the dissolution of their relations with the Union, 
is an event deeply to be deplored, and while abstaining from any 
judgment on their conduct, we would express the earnest hope that 
they may soon see cause to resume their honored places in this Con- 
federacy of States ; yet to the end that such return may be facilita- 
ted, and from the conviction that the Union being formed by the assent 
of the people of the respective States, and being compatible only with 
freedom, and the republican institutions guaranteed to each, cannot 
and ought not to be maintained by force, we deprecate any effort by 
the Federal Government to coerce in any form the said States to re- 
union or submission, as tending to irreparable breach, and leading to 
incalculable ills; and we earnestly invoke the abstinence from all 
counsels or measures of compulsion towards them. 

In conclusion, the undersigned will only add, that as Commissioners 
to the Convention at Washington, they were actuated, throughout its 
entire deliberations, by the single and sole desire of being in some de- 
gree instrumental to the restoration of confidence between the divided 
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sections of the country, and of bringing about a reconstruction of that 
once happy Union bequeathed to us by our father^. They regret most 
sincerely to have to say that they have returned home with abated 
confidence and diminished hope of satisfactory adjustment. 

Should the jpurnal of the Convention be hereafter received, it will 
be forwarded to your Excellency, to be laid before the General Assem- 
bly. 

The undersigned have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servants, 

WILLIAM O. BUTLER,) ^^^. ,- ... 
JAMES B.CLAY, \ <^'^^*^^^*- 

Frankfort, March 19th, 1861, 



APPENDIX A. 

REPORT or COMMrrtEE.— ARTICLE 13. 

Section 1. In all the present territory of the United States, not 
embraced within the limits of the Cherokee treaty grant, north of a 
line from feast to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 minutes north 
latitude, involunta^ry servitude, except in punishment of crime, is pro- 
hibited whilst it shall be under a Territorial government; and in all 
the present territory south of said line, the status of persons owing 
service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while 
such territory shall be under a Territorial government ; and neither 
Congress nor the Territorial government shall have power to hinder or 
prevent the taking to said territory of persons held to labor or involun- 
tary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages 
of the State from which such persons may be taken, nor to impair the' 
rights arising out of said relations, which shall be subject to judicial 
cognizance in the federal courts, according to the common law ; and 
when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary 
as Congress may prescribe, shall contain a population required for a 
member of Congress, according to the then federal ratio of represent- 
ation, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted 
into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or 
without involuntary service or labor, as the constitution of such new 
State may provide. 

Section 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States, unless 
by treaty ; nor, except for naval and commercial stations and depots^ 
unless suoh treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of all the members of 
the Senate. 

Section 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, 
shall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, abolish, or con- 
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation, 
established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound 
to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of 
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the own- 
S 
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tVB who do not consent jast compensation ; nor the power to interfere 
with or prohibit representatives and others from bringing with thom to 
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons so bound 
to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish involuntary ser- 
vice in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States 
within those States and Territories where the same is*established or 
recognized; iHfV the power to prohibit the removal or transportation, 
by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service 
in any State or Territorj' of the United States to any other State or 
Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage, 
and the right during transportation of touching at ports, shores, and 
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall 
Congress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on per- 
sons bound to labor than on land. 

Section 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the 
States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action of their 
judicial and ministerial oificers, from enforcing the delivery of fugi- 
tives from labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

Section 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves 
into the United States and their Territories, from places beyond the 
present limits thereof, are forever prohibited. 

Section 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this sec- 
tion six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, and the third paragraph 
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amend- 
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States. 

Section 7* Congress shall provide by law that the United States 
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all 
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest 
such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation 
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive 
was rescued.bjp-ftrt'ce, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed 
in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive. 
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REPORT OP COMAUTTEE. ARTICLE 13. 

Section 1. In all the present territory of the United States, north of 
the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of north latitude, involun- 
tary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited. In all 
the present territory south of that line, the status of persons held to 
involuntary service or labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed ; nor 
shall any law be passed by Congress or the Territorial Legislature to 
hinder or prevent the taking of such persons from any of the States of 
this Union to said territory, nor to impair the rights arising from said 
relation; but the same shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the 
federal courts, according to the course of the common law. When 
any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary a*; 



C(mgFe8» ni»y prescribe, ahall contain a papulation equal to thrift* 
required for a member of Congress, it shall, if its form of government^ 
he republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the coa- 
•titution of such State may provide. 

Section 2, No territory shall be acquired by the United States^ 
except by discovery and for n^tval and commereial stations, depoti^ 
and transit routes, without the concurreyio^^ of a mc^ority of alt the 
Senators from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority 
of all the Senators from States which prohibit that relation ; nor sbaU 
territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of a majority of th»^ 
Senators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned be cast a»> 
a part of the two-third majority necessary to the ratification of suchr 
treaty. 

Sections. Neither the Constitution^ nor any amendment thereof 
shall be construed to give Congress power to regulate, aboHsh, orcon-* 
trol, within any State or Territory of the United States, the relation/ 
established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound 
to labor or involuntary service therein, nor to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of 
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making the own- 
ers who do not consent just compensation ; 'nor the power to interfere 
with or prohibit representatives and others from bringing with them to 
the city of Washington, retaining and taking away, persons so bound 
to labor or service ; nor the power to interfere with or abolish invol- 
untary service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United 
States within those States and Territories where the same is establish- 
ed or recognized ; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transporta- 
tion of persons held to labor or involuntary service in any State or 
Territory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof 
M'here it is established or recognized by law or usage ; and the right 
during transportation^ by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores^ 
and landings, and of landing in case of distress, but not for sale or 
traffic, shall exist. Noh shall Congress have power to authorize any 
higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or service than on 
land. 

The bringing into the District of Columbia persons held to labor or 
service for sale, or placing them in depots to be afterwards transferred 
to other places for sale as merchandise, is prohibited ; and the right 
of transit through any State or Territory against its dissent is prohib- 
ited. 

Section 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution shall not be construed to prevent any of the 
States, by appropriate legislation, and through the action of their judi- 
cial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitiveii 
from labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

Section 5. The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited; 
and it shall be the duty of Congress to pass laws to prevent the 
importation of slaves, coolies, or persons held to service or labor^ into 
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the United States and the Territories from places beyond the limits 
thereof. 

Section 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this 
section six of these amendments, and the third paragraph of the second 
section of the first article of the Constitution, and the third paragraph 
of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amend- 
ed or abolished without the consent of all the States. 

Section 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States 
shall pay to the owner the full value of his fugitive from labor, in all 
cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest 
such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation 
from mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive 
was rescued by like violence or intimidation, and the owner thereby 
prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery 
of such ftigitive ; and the acceptance of such payment shall preclude 
the further claim of the owner> Congress shall provide by law for 
securing to the citizens of each State ti^e privileges and immunities of 
the several States. 
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CONFERENCE CONVENTION. 



Washington, February 4th, 1861. 

A ntimber of Commissioners assembled at Willards' Concert Hall, Im 
•onsequence of the following preamble and resolutions adopted by tli« 
General Assembly of Virginia, January the 19th, 1861 : 

Whkreas, It' IB the deliberate opinion of the General Assembly of Vii^nia, that unless tht 
imhappy controversy, which now divides the States of this confederacy, shall be satisfactorily 
adjusted, a permanent dissolution of the Union is inevitable ; and the General Assembly, repre- 
tenting the wishes of the people of the Commonwealth, is dedrous of employing every reasonable 
means to avert so dire a calamity, and determined to make a final effort to restore the Union and 
the Constitution, ia the spirit in which they were established by the fathers of the Republic : 
Uierefore, 

Resolved, That on behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia, an invitation is hereby extended 
to all such States, whether slaveholding or non-slaveholding, as are willing to unite with Virginlia 
in an earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy controversies, in the spirit in which the Con- 
stitution was originally formed, and consistently with its principles, so as to afford to the people 
of the slaveholding States adequate guarantees for the security of their rights, to appoint com- 
missioners to meet on the 4th day of February next^ in the City of Washington, similar commis- 
•ioners appointed by Virginia, to consider, and if practicable, agree upon some suitable adjust* 
ment. 

Resolved, That ex-President John Tyler, William C. Rives, Judge John W. Brockenbrougb^ 
George W. Summers, and James A. Seddon, are hereby appointed commissioners, whose duty it 
•hall be to repair to the City of Washington, on the day designated in the foregoing resolutioi^ 
to meet such commissioners as may be appointed by any of Uie said States, in aecordance witb 
the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, That if said commissioners, after full and free conference, shall agree upon anyplam 
•f adjustment requiring amendments to the Federal Constitution, for the further security of the 
rights of the people of the slaveholding States, they be requested to communicate the proposed 
amendments to Congress, for the purpose of having the same submitted by that body, according 
to the forms of the Constitution, to the several States for ratification. 

Resolved, That if said commissioners cannot agree on such adjustment, or if agreeing. Con- 
gress shall refuse to submit for ratification such amendments as may be proposed, Uien the com- 
missioners of this State shall immediately communicate the result to the executive of this Com- 
'monwealth, to be by him laid before the convention of the people of Virginia and the General 
Assembly : provided, that the said commissioners be subject at all times to the control of the 
General Assembly, or, if in session, to that of the State Convention. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Assembly of Virginia, the propositions embraced 
tnthe resolutioni presented to the Senate of the United States by the Hon. John J. Crittenden , 
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•0 modified as that the first article proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States shall apply to all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquir* d, South 
of latitude thirtv-six degrees and thirty minntes, and provide that slavery of the African race 
ifaall be effectually protected as property therein during the continuance of the territorial gov- 
ernment, and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the right of transit with their 
slaves between and through the^non-slav^olding States and Territories, constitute the basis of 
•uch an adjustment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this confederacy) 
u would be accepted by the people of this Commonwealth. 

Resolved, That ex President John Tyler is hereby appointed, by the concurrent vote of each 
branch of the General Assembly, a commissioner to the President of the Uni ed States, and 
Judge John Robertson is hereby appointed, by a like vote, a commisssioner to the State *'f South 
Carolina, and the other States that have seceded or shall secede, with instnictions respectully 
to request the President of the United States, and authorities of such States, to agree to abstain, 
pending the proceedings contemplated by the action of this General Assembly, fi-om any and all 
acts calculated to produce a collision of arms between the States and the Government of th9 
United States. 

Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolutions be forthwith telegraphed to the exeeutivet 
tf the several States, and also to the President of the United States, and the Governor be re- 
quested to inform* without delay, the commissioners of th^ appointment by t^e foregoing reao^ 
Mtions. 

A copy from the rolls. WM. F. GORDON, Jr., 

a H. D. 4- K, R. of Va,. 

Mr. Morehead, of Kentucky, called the meeting to order, and moved 
that Mr. J. C. Wright, of Ohio, be appointed temporary chairman ; to be 
followed by the appointment of a committee, consisting of a member from 
each delegation, to be named by such delegation, who should recommend 
officers for a permanent organization, and should also report rules for th# 
government of the body. 

The motion to appoint Mr. Wright was thereupon put and unaniraoufily 
•arried. 

Upon being conducted to the chair by Mr. Meredith, of Pennsylvania, 
and Mr. Chase, of Ohio, Mr. Wright made a brief address explanatory of 
the object of the meeting, and expressed a hope and belief, that, as the 
delegates present from the several States had assembled under the influence 
(WP the most friendly feelings, if they carried those feelings into an exami- 
nation of the difficulties which surround the country, the r^jsult would be 
ft success, earnestly to be hoped for by every lover of his countr}^ so as 
to establish the Umon, according to the spirit of the existing Constitution 
tf the United States. 

On motion, Mr. Benjamin C Howard, of Maryland, was appointed Sec- 
retary. 

The following States responded to the call of their names — the list of 
delegates to be handed in to-morrow : 

New Hampshire, Rhode Island^ Ke\v Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware^ 
^faryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. 

Mr. Meredith, of Pennsyrv^nia, then renewed the motion for the ap- 
pointment of a committee as above nientioned, which was carried, and th# 
following members named by their respective delegations, viz: 

New Hampshire, Amos Tuck ; Ehode Island, William W. Hoppin ; New 
Jersey, Joseph F. Randolph; Pennsylvania, Thomas E. Franklin; Bela- 
•jivare, George B. Rodney ; Maryland, John W. Crisfield ; Virginia, William 
C. Rives; North Carolina, Thomas Ruffin; Kentucky, Charles A, Wick- 
liflPe; Ohio, Reuben Hitchcock; Indiana, Godlove S. Orth. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until to-morrow, at twelv# 
•*clook. 

B. C. HOWABD, Secretary. 
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Washington City, February 5, 1861. 

The Convention was called to order pursuant to adjournment, by Mr. 
Wri/xlit, President pro tern. 

Tlie journal of proceedings of j^esterday was read and approved. 

Mr. Thomas B. Franklin, of Pennsylvania, moved that a committee 6f 
five be appointed by the President, to whom the credentials of members 
should be submitted and reported on, which was carried. 

The President thereupon appointed as said committee: 

Mr. Summers, of Virginia. 

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana. 

Mr. Franklin, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, from the Committee on Organization ,fcnad# 
a report, which was read. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved to strike out for the present, and for 
further consideration, the report which relates to the proceedings of th^ 
Convention. 

This motion gave rise to a debate, pending which a division of the re- 
port was called for; whereupon it was moved that the Convention proceed 
to consider the following part of the report of the committee, relating to 
oflScers for the permanent organization of the Convention, as follows : 

The committee to whom was referred the ?ubject of the or*ranhKition of the Convention mnk« 
the following report : They recommend that the permanent officers of the Convention be a Presi- 
dent and Secretary, and that the Secretary have leave to appoint a^Bistauts, not exceeding two, 
to assist him in the discharge of his duties. The committee report, for President, John Tyler, of 
Virginia ; Stcretary, Craits J. Wright, of Ohio. 

Thereupon it was moved and unanimously agreed, that this part of tht 
rep(>rt be accepted, and the officers designated be appointed. 

Tlie President pro tern, appointed Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, and Mr. Meredith^ 
of Pennsylvania, to conduct President Tyler to the chair. 

President Tyler, on taking hie seat, proceeded to address the Conven- 
tion : 

Gentlfmbm : I fear you have committed a great error in appointing m« to the honorable posi* 
tion you have assigned me. A long separation from all deliberative bodies has rendered th« 
rules of their proceedings unfamiliar to me,while I should find in my own state of hen lih, variably 
and fickle as it is, sufficient reason to decline the honor of bt ing your presiding oflScer. But, in 
times like these, one has but little option left him. Personal considerations should weigh but 
lightly in the balance. The country is in danger ; it is etiough. One must .take the place as- 
signed him in the great work of reconciliation and adjustment. 

The voice of Virginia has invited her co-Statea to meet her in council. In the initiation of 
thi:i Government thtt same voice was heard and complied w th, and the results of seventy odd 
years have fully attested the wisdom of the deoisions then adopted. Is the urgency of her call 
now less great than it was i(hen ? Our godlike fathers created; we have to preserve They 
built up throu;;h their wisdom and patriotism monuments which h ive eternized their names. 
You have before you, gentlemen, a task equally grand, equally sublime, quite as full of glory 
and immortality. You have to snatch from ruin a great and glorious Confederacy, lo pre.^ervt 
the G ivernment, and to renew and invigorate the Constitution. If tou reach the heiL'ht of thil 
great ocCtsion your children's children will rise up and call you blessed. I confess my-ielf to b« 
ambitious of sharing in the glory of accomplishing this grand and magnifi<'ent result. To have 
our names enrolled in the c tpitol, to be repeated by future generations with grateful applttuse» 
thi" is an honor higher than the mountains, moreendnrin? than the monumental alubister. 

Ye^, Virginia's voice, as in the olden time, has been heard. Her sister States meet her this day 
at the council board. Vermont is here. l)ringing with her the memories of the past, and reviv- 
ing in the memories <if all her Ethan Allen and his dem uid for the surrender of Ticondero^a in 
the n ime of the Great Jehovah and the American Congress. New Hampshire is here, her fam#' 
illustrated by memorable annals, and still more lately as the birth-place of him who won for 
hira<telf the name of Defender of the Constitution, and who wrote that letter to John T lylor 
which has been enshrined in the hearts of his countrymen. Maaaachusetts is not here. [8om« 
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member said she is coming.] I hope so, said Mr. Tyler, and that she will bring with her her 
daughter, Maine. I did not believe it could well be that the voice which in other times was so 
familiar to her ears had been addressed to her in vain. Connecticut is here, and she comes, I 
doubt not, in the spirit of Roger Sherman, whose name with our very children has become a 
household word, and who was in life the ^embodiment of that sound practical sense which befits 
the great lawgiver and constructor of governments. Rhode Island, the land of Roger Williams, 
is here, one of the two last States, in her jealousy of the public liberty, to give in her adhesion 
to the Constitution, and among the earliest to hasten to its rescue. The great Empire State of 
New York, represented thus far but by one delegate, is expected daily in fuller force to join in 
the great work of healing the discontents of the times and restoring the reign of fraternal feel* 
log. New Jersey is also here, with the memories of the past covering her all over. Trenton 
and Princeton live immortal in story, the plains of the last encrimsoned with the heart's blood 
of Virginia's sons. Among her delegation I rejoice to recognize a gallant son of a signer of the 
immortal Declaration which announced to the world that thirteen Provinces had become thirteen 
independent and sovereign States. And here, too, is Delaware, the land of the Bayards and the 
Rodneys, whose soil at Brandy wine was moistened by the blood of Virginia's youthful Monroe. 
Here is Maryland, whose massive columns wheeled into line with those of Virginia in the contest 
for glory, and whose State-house at Annapolis was the theater of a spectacle of a successful 
commlnder, who, after liberating his country, gladly ungirtbed his sWord and laid it down upon 
the altar of that country. Then comes Pennsylvania, rich in Revolutionary lore, bringing with 
her the deathless names of Franklin and Morris, and I trust ready to renew from the belfry of 
Independence Hall the chimes of the old bell which announced freedom and independence in 
fprmer days. All hail to North Carolina, with her Mecklenburg Declaration in her hand, stand- 
ing erect on the gi'ound of her probity and firmness in the cause of the public liberty, and rep- 
resented in her attributes by her Macon, an^ in this assembly by her distinguished son at no 
great distance from me. Four daughters of Virginia also cluster around the council board on 
the invitation of their ancient mother — the eldest Kentucky, whose sous, under the intrepid war- 
rior, Anthony Wayne, gave freedom of settlement to the territory of her sister Ohio. She ex- 
tends her hand daily and hourly across la belle riviere, to grasp the hand of some one of kindred 
blood of the noble States of Indiana, and Illinois, and Ohio, who have grown up into powerful 
States, ali-eady grand, potent, and almost imperial. Tennessee is not here, but is coming — pre- 
Tented from being here only by the floods which have swollen her rivers. When she arrives she 
will wear the badges on her warrior crest of victories won, in company with the great West,' 
on many an ensanguined plain, and standards torn from the hands of the conquerors at Water- 
loo. Missouri and Iowa, and Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, still linger behind, but it 
may be hoped that their hearts are with us in the great work we have to do. 

Gentlemen, the eyes of the whole country are turned to this assembly in expectation and hope-- 
I trust that you may prove yourselves worthy of the great occasion. Our ancestors probably 
committed a blunder in not having fixed upon every fifth decade for a call of a General Conven- 
tion to amend and reform the Constitution. On the contrary, they have made the diflSculties 
next to insurmountable to accomplish amendments to an instrument which was perfect for five 
millions of people, but not wholly so as to thirty millions. Your patriotism will surmount the 
difiiculties, however great, if you will but accomplish but' one triumph in advance, and that is, 
a triumph over party. And what is party when compared to the task of rescuing one's country 
from danger ? Do that, and one long, loud shout of joy and gladness will resound throughout 
tiie land. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing. action on the renaainder of the report of tho 
committee on organization was postponed until Wednesday^ 
Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Convention shall be opened with prayer, and that the clergy of the City of 
Washington be requested to perform that service. 

Which was adopted ; and at the request of the Convention, the Eev. Dr. 
Gurley offered up prayer. 

The Convention being informed by the President of the tender by the 
Mayor and Council of the City of Washington of police officers to attend 
the sittings of the Convention, and protect the same from intrusion; and 
also that the hall now occupied had been placed at the service of the Con- 
vention; it was moved and agreed to, t'lat the same be accepted. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, it was resolved that the Presi- 
dent be requested to furnish a copy of his speech to the Convention to be 
made part of this day's proceedings; and that the same shall with the pro- 
ceedings of this day be published. 
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Mr. Grimes, of Iowa, informed the Convention that he had a letter in 
regard to the appointmei^t of delegates from Iowa, which was referred to 
the Committee on Credentials. 

On motion of Mr. Wrightj of Ohio, the Convention adjourned until 12 
o'clock to-morrow. 



Washington, February 6thy 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read, amended, and 
approved. 

Mr. Summers, chairman of the Committee on Credentials, made the fol- 
lowing report: 

The credentials of the following gentlemen from the States hereafter 
enumerated, have been duly submitted and examined by your committee, 
and approved by them, and they were reported as members of the Con- 
vention : 

New Hampshire — ^Amos Tuck, Levi Chamberlain, Asa Fowler. 

Vermont — Hiland Hall, Levi Underwood, H. Henry Baxter, L. E. Chit- 
tenden, B. D. Harris. 

Rhode Island and Providence P^antofzons-— Samuel Ames, Alexander Dun- 
can, William W. Hoppin, George H. Browne, Samuel G. Arnold. 

Connecticut — Eoger S. Baldwin, Chauncey F. Cleveland, Charles J. Mc- 
Curdy, James T. Pratt, Bobbins Battell, Amos S. Treat. 

New Jarsey.— Charles S. Olden, Peter D. Yroom, Eobert F. Stockton, 
Benjamin Williamson, Joseph F. Eandolph, Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, 
Eodman M. Price, William C. Alexander, Thomas J. Stryker. 

Pennsylvania — James Pollock, William M. Meredith, Thomas White, 
David Wilmot, A. W. Loomis, Thomas E. Franklin, William McKennan. 

Delaware — George B. Eodney, Daniel M. Bates, Henry Eidgeley, John 
W. Houston, William Cannon. 

Maryland — John F. Dent, Eeverdy Johnson, John W. Crisfield, Augus- 
tus W. Bradford, William T. Goldsborough, J. Dixon Eoman, Benjamin C. 
Howard. 

Virginia — ^John Tyler, William C. Eives, John W. Brockenbrough, 
George W. Summers, James A. Seddon. 

North Carolina^-Greorge Davis, Thomas Euffin, David S. Eeid, D. M. 
Barringer, J. M. Morehead. 

Kentucky — William O. Butler, James B. Clay, Joshua F. Bell, Charles S. 
Morehead, James Guthrie, Charles A. Wickliffe. 

Ohio— John C. Wright, Salmon P. Chase, William S. Groesbeck, Frank- 
lin T. Backus, Eeuben Hitchcock, Thomas Ewing, Y. B. Horton. 

Indiana — Caleb B. Smith, Pleasant A. Hackleman, Godlove S. Orth, E. 
W. H. Ellis, Thomas C. Slaughter. 

Iowa — ^James Harlan, James W. Grimes, Samuel H. Curtis, William 
Vandever. 

On motion of Mr* Wickliffe, the Secretary was authorized to employ 
additional assistants. 

Mr. Wickliffe, chairman of the Committee on Organization, called up 
for consideration that part of the report not heretofore agreed to, and 
moved that the same be adopted. 

4 
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Mr. Scddon, of Yirginia, offered tho following amendment: 

Rfsolve/I^ That no part of the Journ \l be published without the prder op leave of the Conven- 
tion, anl th.»t no copies of the whole or any part be furnished or allowed, except to merabeM^ 
who jihiH bo priviletred to communicate the Siime to the authorities or deliberative a8s*emJijlies 
of their respective States, when deemed judicious or appropriate under their iitstructiona, and 
that nothing spolcca in the house be printed or otherwise published; but private commuuicutiona 
respecting' tlie proceedings and uebates, Kvhile recommelided to be with caution and reserve, aro 
fallowed at the discretion of each member. 

On motion, tho above resolution and the original report and resolution, 
were referred back to the committee. 

Mr. Gruthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion: 

Refiolvedf That a committee of one from each State he appointed by the Comroissionera 
thereof, to be nominated to the President, and to be appointed by him, to whom shall be referred 
the rt^solutions of the State of Virgima, and the other States represented, and all proposition* 
for the adju-;tment of existing difficulties between States, with author'ty to report what they may 
deem ri^hr, necessary, and proper to restore hariBony and preserve the Uoion^ and that thej 
report on or before Friday. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, suggested that the resolution be so modified as to 
authorize said committee to sit during the meeting of the Convention; 
which being accepted, the resolution was agreed to. 

The President appointed the following committee to carry into effect 
that part of the report of the Committee on Eules and Organization, which 
related to obtaining the services of a clergyman to open the proceedings 
with prayer: 

Mr. Randolph, of .New Jersey; Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky; Mr. John- 
son, of Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, it was agreed that the mem- 
bers of this Convention should call in a body on the President of the United 
States at such time as would be agreeable to him, to be announced by tho 
President of this Convention. 

On motion, the Convention Reconsidered the resolution recommitting the 
rules of proceeding to the committee thereon, and agreed to proceed to 
the consideration of the same, 

Mr. Wright called for a division, and proposed that the several rules 
should be separately read, and, when no objection was raised, they should 
be agreed to; and when objected to, should be passed for subsequent con- 
sideration. 

Which was agreed to. 

The rules hereafter designated were adopted. 

The remidnder were recommitted. 

The rules adopted were as follows: 

1. A Convention to do business shall consist of the Commissioners of not less than seven 
States; and all questions shall be decided by the gr'^ater number of those which be ftdly rtpre- 
•ented. But a less number than seven may adjourn from day to day. 

2. Immediately after the President shall have taken the chair, and the members their seats, 
the minute* of the preceding day shall be read by the Secretary. 

3. Eve.y member rising to speak shall address the President, and while he shall be speaking 
cone shall pass between them* or hold discourse with another, or read a book, pamphlet, or 
paper, printed or manuscript — and of two members rising to sp^ak at the same time, th« 
President shall name him wlio hhall be first heard. 

4. A member shall not speak ofiener than twice, without special leave, upon the same question, 
«hd not a second time, before every other who had been silent shall have be«n heard, if he 
Qhoost; to spenk upon the subject 

5. A motion m.ide and seconded, shall be repeated, and if written, as it shall be when any 
member shall so require, read aloud, by the Secretary, before it shill be debated — ^and may bt 
withdmwn at any time before the vote upon it shall have been declared* 
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6. Orders of the dny shall be read next after the minutes, and either discussed or postponed, 
before any other business shall be introduced. 

7. When a debate shftll arise upon a question, no motion, other than to amend the question to 
eommit it, or to postpone the debate, shall be received. . 

8. A question which is complicated shall, at the request of any member, be divided and put 
•epamtely upon the proposition of which it is compounded. ^ 

B. A writing which contaius any matter ^brought on to be con^dered, shall be read Once 
throughout, for information, then by paragraphs, to be debated, and again with the amendments,' 
if any made on the sec nd reading, and afterwards the question shall be put upon the whole, a» 
«mended, or approved in the original form, as the case may be. 

10. Committees shall be appointed by the President, unless otherwise ordered by the Conven- 
tion. 

11. A member may be called to order by any other member, as well as by the President, and 
may be allowed to explain his conduct or expressions, supp<js«d to be reprehensible. And all 
<|ue8tions of order shall be^decided by the President, without appeal Or debate. 

12. Upon a question to adjourn for the day, which may be made at any time, if it be seconded, 
ihe question shall be put without debate. 

13. When the Couvention shall adjourn, every member shall stand in his place until the Prea- 
Ment pass him. 

14. That no member be absent from the Convention, so as to interrupt the representation of 
the State, without leave. 

15. That committees do not sit while the Convention shall be or ought to be sitting, without 
leave of the Convention. 

16. That no copy be taken of any entry on the Joiunal, during the sitting of the Convention, 
without leave of the Convention. 

17. That members only be permitted to inspect the Journal. 

18. Mode of voting: All votes shall be taken by Siates, and each State to give one vote. Thi 
yeas and nays of the members shall not be taken or published — only the decision by States. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned until Thursday, 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Washington City, February 7thj 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened by prayer by Eev. Dr. Pyne. 

The journal of the proceedings of the Convention of the 6th instant was 
read, amended, and approved. 

President Tyler, in accordance with the resolution of the 6th instant, in 
regard to calling on the President of the United States, caused to be read 
by the Secretary the following letter : 

February 6th, 1861. 

My Dear Sir: I shall feel greatly honored to receive the gentlemen compt^sing the Conven- 
tion of Commiftsioners from the several States, on any day and at any hour most convenient to 
themselves. I shall name to-morrow, Thursday, at 11 or 3 o'clock, though any other time would 
be equally agreeable to me. I shall at all times be prepared to give them a cordial we'come. 
Yours, very respectfully, JAMES BUCHANAN. 

His Excellency, John Tyler. 

President Tyler asked the action of tha Convention on the subject. 
On motion of Mr. Guthrie, it was 

Resolved, That the members of the Convention call on the President of the United States thiji 
forenoon, at 1 1 o'clock. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that the 
credentials of the following gentlemen from the States bereaflter enumer- 
ated, had been duly submitted and examined, and were approved by them ] 
And approved as members of the Convention : 

New York — William B. Dodge. 

Tennessee — Samuel Milligan, Josiah M. Anderson, Eobert L. Caruthers, 
Thomas Martin, Isaac K. Hawkins, E. J. McKinney, Alvin Cullom, Wm. 
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P. Hickerson, George W. Jones, F. K. Zollicoffer, William H* Stephens, 
A. O. W. Totten. 

Illinois— John Wood, Stephen T. Logan, John M. Palmer, Burton C. 
Cook, Thomas J. Turner. 

Which report was accepted. 

Mr. Wiekliffe, from the Committee on Organization, offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Secretary procure for the use of the Convention the necessary stationery; 
and also provide for ^uch printing as may be ordered. That the Journal up to and including 
this day's proceedings, as well as the Rules, be printed for the use of tho members. 

Which was passed. 

The President appointed the following gentlemen members of the com* 
mittee on Mr. Guthrie's resolution of yesterday : 

Neic Hampshire, Asa Fowler; Vermont, Hiland Hall; Bhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, Samuel Ames ; Connecticut, Eoger S. Baldwin ; New 
Jersey, Peter D. Vroom ; Pennsylvania, Thomas White ; Delaware, Daniel 
M.Bates; North Caro^ma, Thomas -Euffin ; Kentucky, James Grxithrie; OhiOy 
Thomas Ewin^; Indiana, Caleb B. Smith'; Illinois, Stephen T. Logan; 
Iowa, James Harlan ; MarylUnd^ Kev.erdy Johnson ; Virginia, James A. 
Seddon. 

Mr. Wickliffe, from the Committee on Organization, reported the fol- 
lowing : 

20th Rule. That nothing spoken in the Convention be printed or otherwise published or com- 
municated without leave. ^ 

Which was agreed to. 
Convention then adjourned. 



Washington Citt, February 8, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened with prayer by the Eev. Dr. Butler. 

The journal of yesterday was read, Amended, and approved. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, made report that thu 
credentials of the gentlemen hereafter named, and from the States desig- 
nated, had been duly submitted, examined, and approved as members of 
the Convention: 

Massachusetts. — ^John Z. Goodrich, John M. Forbes, Eichard P. Waters, 
Theophilus P. Chandler, Francis B. Crown inshield, George S. Boutwell, 
Charles Allen. 

New York. — ^David Dudley Field, William Curtis IToyes, James S. Wads- 
worth, James C. Smith, Amaziah B. James, Brastus Corning, Addison 
Gardiner, Greene C. Bronson, John A. King, John E. Wool. 

Missouri. — ^John D. Coalter, Alexander M. Doniphan, Waldo P. Johnson, 
Aylett H. Buckner, Harrison Hough. 

The President appointed the following additional members of the com- 
mittee on Mr. Guthrie's resolution: A. M. Doniphan, of Missouri; P. K. 
Zollicoffer, of Tennessee ; David Dudley Field, of New York. 

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, informed the Convention that the committe* 
of which he was chairman could not make report this day, according to 
order, and asked further time. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, moved that the committee have until Mon- 
day next to report. That delegates who should arrive from States not 
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heretofore reported, might present their credentials to the committee 
thereon, and, being accepted, might select and report a member of Mr. 
Guthrie's committee through the Secretary to said committee ; which mo- 
tion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Ellis, of Indiana, it was 

Ordered, That for the purpose of relieving the Doorkeeper from embarrassment, the President 
be requested to issue cards of admission to the members and officers of this Convention. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Ohio, asked of the President his interpretation of the 
rule of the Convention, heretofore adopted, in regard tjO the degree of 
secrecy required. 

Th^ President informed the Convention that, by his interpretation of 
the rules, nothing which was said or done in the Convention, in reference 
to any subject before it, could be spoken of, or divulged to, any but mem- 
bers. 

Adjourned to Saturday, at 12 o'clock. 



Washington City, February 9, 1861. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened by prayer from the Eev. Dr. Bullock, of 
Kentucky. 

The journal of yesterday was read, amended, and approved, 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that the 
credentials from the gentlemen hereafter named had been duly submitted 
to them, examined, and approved, aoid they were reported by said com- 
mittee as delegates from the States designated, viz : 

Maine. — ^William P. Fessenden, Lot M. Morrell, Daniel E. Somes, John 
J. Perry, Ezra B. French, Freeman H. Morse, Stephen Coburn, Stephen C. 
Foster. 

The following gentlemen were announced as additional members of the 
committee on Mr. Guthrie's resolution : 

Francis B. Crowninshield, Massachusetts. 

Lot M. Morrell, Maine. 

Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire, offered for consideration certain resolu- 
tions ; which were read, and referred to the Committee on Kesolutions. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented certain resolutions from Connecticut, 
and moved their reference to the Committee on Kesolutions ; which was 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bandolph, the Secretary was authorized to publish 
and furnish, for the use of members, a list of delegates to, and officers 
of, this Convention. 

Convention adjourned until Monday, at 12 o'clock. 



Washington City, February 11, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Preisident Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened with prayer by the Eev. Dr. Gurler. 
The journal of proceedings of Saturday was read, amended, ami 
approved. 



so PEACS CONFERENCE BEPOftl. 

Mr. Guthrie, from the Committee on Resolutions, asked for further tim# 
to made report ; which was given. 

Mr. Guthrie, from the same committee, to whom were referred certain 
resolutions from Connecticut, made the following report: 

The committee to whom were referred certain resolutions of the Democratic party of the 
State of Connecticut, rei>ort that, in tht* opinion of the committee, it i^ inexpedient for this Con- 
vention to act upon any res(»]ution purportinj; to emajiate from any political party whatever, and 
that the member of the Convention by whom the same were presented have leave to withdraw 
the same. 

The President announced to the Convention that cards of admission for 
the members of the Convention upon the floor of the House of Represent- 
atives had been sent to him by the Door-keeper, and which the Secretary 
would deliver to the members who would call for them. 

On motion of Atr. Chase, it was resolved that any propositions or reso- 
lutions which any member desired to have considered, and which undar 
the rule passed to the Committee on Resolutions and Propositions, might 
be presented to said committee through the Secretary, without being pre- 
sented in Convention. 

Convention adjourned until Wednesday next, 12 o'clock. 



Washington City, February 13, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Edwards. 

The journal of Monday was read, amended, and approved. 

Mr. Guthrie, from the Commmittce on Resolutions and Propositions, 
asked until Friday to make report. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon, of Yirginia, asked permission of the Convention to com- 
municate to the authorities of Virginia the state of proceedings in CoU" 
vention and Committee. 

Mr. Barringer, of North Carolina, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of any State represented in this Convention, upon thtir 
Joint application, hare leave to communicate to the Legislature* Governor, or Convention of said 
State, the proceedings of this body, or so much thereof as they may deem expedient. 

Which being seconded and accepted by Mr. Seddon^ 
Mr. Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey, moved to amend said reeolutien by 
adding thereto : 

But not to communicate what has transpired in the Committee, before said Copimittee has re- 
ported to the Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Seddon, the amendment and the resolution were laid 
on the table, subject to call after Friday. 
Convention adjourned to Friday, 12 o'clock. 



Washington City, February 14:th, 1861. 

The Convention met in special session, pursuant to the call of the Presi- 
dent. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer by the Rev. Br. Hall. 

The tbllowing letter from the Secretary, Crafts J. Wright, was read, and 
Ordered to be entered upon the minutes; 
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,, Washington City, 
February 13th, lc6l. 



WiLLARDs' Hotel, Washington City, > 

61. J 



Hon. John Tyler, Pretideni of Conference Convention: 
f<iDEAR Sir : I grieve to communicate to you the fact that the delegate from Ohio to this Con- 
ference Convention, the Hon, John C. Wright, departed this lite this day, the 13th of Febiuary, 
at half-past one o'clock. 

Judge Wright came to this Convention with a heart filled with fear for the safety of the Union. 
Though at an advanced age, and ue irly blind, he was filled with an eame?«t desire to add bis 
eiforts to that of others of the Convention called by the State of Virginia, and seek to agree on 
some measures, honorable to each and all, to effect the object. Since the arrival of my lather in 
Washington, he has been constant in his efforts to effect the end in view, and he has had his hear* 
cheered nith the belief that the object woald be accomplished. Almost the last words he uttered 
were, that he believed the Union would be preserved. He desired me to say, if the Union was 
saved, he would die content. He calkd me to read to him at twelve o'clock, the ;fections in the 
Constitution in regard to counting the votes, and this request, and this reading, teiminuted hit 
k^owletlge on earth. 

In this desire of my father to do what he could, he pressed toe to accompany him on account 
of his blindness. Since the Convention honored me with the appointment of Secretary, he re- 
quired of me a promise that I would not leave the position. When I read the section of the 
Constitution to him, he reciuired me then to leave him for the Convention. Whiitever my per- 
sonal feelings may be« I deem the pledge made sacred. I therefore ask that I may have leavs 
of absence, until I carry the remains home to Ohio and return to my dutv. 

Respectfully, CRAFTS J. WRIGHT. 

P.S. — J. Henry Puleston will act for me in my absence. 4 

The President informed the Convention that the request of the Secretary 
had been complied with. 

The President asked what action the Convention proposed to take on 
the 8u\)ject for which they had been specially assembled. 

The Hon. Salmon P. Chase, of Ohio, then said : 

Mr. President, since we assembled yesterday in this Hall it has pleased God to renove one of 
our number from all participation in the concerns of e^tlu It is my painful duty to announce 
to the Convention that John C. Wright, one of the Commissioners from Ohio, is no more. 
Full of years, honored by th^ confidence of the people, rich in large experience and ripened 
wisdom, and devoted in all his atf^ctions and all his powers to his country, and his whole coun- 
try, he has been called from our midst at the very moment when the prudence and patriotism of 
his counsels seemed most needed. Such are the mysterious wilys of Divine Providence ! 

Judge Wright was born in Wethersfield, Connecticut, on the 10th of August, 17f^4. The 
death of his parents made him an orphan in infancy; and he had little to depend upon in youth 
and early manhood, save his own energies and God's blessing. 

He was marriedi while young, to a daughter of Thomas Collier, of Litchfield, and for severa! 
years after resided at Troy, New York. 

When about twenty-six years old, he removed to Steubenville, in Ohio, where he commenced 
the practice of the law, and rapidly rose to distinction in the profession. 

In 1^23, he was elected a Representative in Congress, where he became the associate and 
friend of Clay and of Webster, and proved himself, on many occasions, worthy of their associa- 
tion and friendship. 

After serving several terms in Congress, he was elected a Judge of the Supreme Court of Ohio> 
and, in 1834, removed from Steubenville to the city of Cincinnati. Resigning his suat soon 
afterwards, he resumed the labors of the bar, and ever zealous for the improvement and elevation 
of the profession, established, in association with others, the Cincinnati law school. 

In 1840, upon the dying request of Charles Hammond, the veteran editor of the Cincinnati 
Gazette, Judge Wright assumed the editorial control of that journal, and retained that position 
until impaired Tision, in 1853, admonished him of the necessity of withdrawing from labors too 
■ever0> 

Thenceforward engaged in moderate labors, surrounded by affectionate relatives, enjoying the 
respect and confidence of his fellow-citizens, and manifesting always the liveliest comein in 
whatever related to the welfare and honor of his State and his country, he lived in ti-anquil retire* 
m#nt, until called by the Governor of Ohio, with the approbation of the Seiiate, to take pait in 
the deliberations of this Coul'erence Convention. 

It was but a just tribute, sir, to his honored age, illustrated ])j abilities, by virtues, and hy 
services, that he was unanimously selected us its temponiry president. His interest in the great 
purpose of our assembling was profound and etimest. His labors to promote an auspicious lesult 
of its deHberations were active and constant. And when fatal d sease assailed his life, and his 
enfeebled powers yielded to its virulence, his last utterances were of the Constitution and tho 
Union. 
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Mr. President, Judge Wright was my friend. His approval cheered and encouraged my cwm 
humble labors in the service of the State. Pardon me if I mingle private with public grief* He 
has gone from his last great labor. He was not permitted to witness, upon earth, the result of 
the mission upon which he and his associates, who here mourn his loss, were sent. God grant, 
sir, that it may fulfill his wish ! God grant that the clouds which now darken over us may 
speedily disperse, and that through generous counsels and patriotic labors, guided by that good 
IVovidence which directed our fathers in its Original formation, the Union of oup States may be 
more than ever firmly cemented and established. 

Mr. President, I offer the following resolutions : 

Resolvedf That in the death of our late venerable colleague, the Hon. John C. Wright, we 
mourn the loss, to the State of Ohio, and to the nation at large, of one of our most sagacious 
statesmen and distinguished patriots; and to the cause of Union and conciliatiop, one of its most 
iUufltrious supporters. 

Resolved, That while we deplore with saddened hearts the affliction with which an AUwise 
Providence has visited us, we know that no transition from life to immortality could have been 
more grateful to him who has fallen than this, in which his life has been offered a willing sacrifice 
in an effort to restore harmony to his distracted country. 

Resolved, That the members of this Convention tender their heartfelt sympathies to the family 
of the deceased in this their great afiSiction. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the records of this body, and a copy of the 
same be transmitted to the family of the deceased. 

The Hon. Charles A. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of 
the resolutions, and said : 

Mr. President, I rise to tender my most cordial sanction and second to the resolutions which 
have just been read. 

Mr. Wright and myself entered the councils of this nation thirty-seven years ago. We served 
together during a period when party excitement ran high upon questions more of a personal than 
a constitutional character. I can 'bear witness not only to his ability, but to his personal integ- 
rity, and his purity of political action through our term of service in the House of Representa- 
tives. I have seldom met him since we separated at the termination of his service and mine in 
that body, which occurred at pretty near the same period; but whenever I have met him, I have 
found him the same stem advocate of the Union, and of constitutional liberty. I rejoiced, 
therefore, when I found him in this hall on the day we first assembled here. I knew hid conser- 
vative disposition and principles, and I promised myself that with his aid I could be more useful 
to my country and to my State than without him. In conversing with him upon the difiicultles 
which now divide and distract our common country, I found him ready and willing, conscientiously 
and patriotically, to do that which I thought that portion of the country which I represent has a 
right to demand and expect of those who represent a different portion of oUr Union. And if my 
friend from Ohio, (Mr. Chase,) and his colleagues will permit me to mingle my sorrow at the 
public loss, I will say nothing of the private bereavement of the family of our deceased colleague. 
I leave him to his country, and to you, with this testimony which i leave to his memory — ^hls 
honesty of purpose and his patriotic love of country 

The Hon. A. "W. Loomis, of Pennsylvania, said : 

Mr. President, I desire to mingle my sincere regrets with those of the members of this assem- 
blage at the sad and unexpected occurrence which deprived us of an able, experienced, and 
patriotic associate. My relations with the deceased were, for many years, probably more intimate 
thietn those which existed between him and any other member of this Convention. Forty years 
have elapsed since I first made his acquaintance. He was then in full, active* and extenave 
practice; a learned lawyer, as accomplished» skillful, and sucoessflil advocate. During the 
succeeding year I came to the bar, and resided and practiced In the same judicial circuit with 
our departed friend. For many years the most kind and Intimate relations existed between U8> 
sometimes colleagues, but usually opponents. So kind and genial was his nature, so fair and 
liberal his practice, that during our entire Intercourse not an unkind word was uttered, and, so 
far as I know or believe, not an unpleasant feeling existed in the bosom of either. 

Though not gifted wiUi the highest order of eloquence, he was clear, distinct, and persuasive. 
His style of speaking resembled not the babbling brook or the dashing cataract, but usually the 
limpid stream, gliding gracefully amid fields and fruits and flowers, though sometimes assuming 
the power and proportions of the majestic river, cutting its sure and certain way to the might/ 
•cean. ' 

His professional position, his kindness of heart, and genial humor, made him an otgect of high 
respect and warm regard among his professional brethren. And now, sir, as memory passes in 
review the happy hours and pleasant incid^ts which marked our social and professional inter- 
eoarse» the smitten heart shrinks in sadneas and sorrow from the contemplation of our bereave* 
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raent He adorned, sir, the bar, the bench, and the halls of legislation. He discharged, in all 
I'he relations of life, his obligations with fidelity. Of him it might be truly said : 

Hk life hath flowed a sficred stream, in whose calm depth 
The beaatifal and pure alone are olirrored ,* 
Which, though shapes of ill may hover o'er the surface. 
Glides in light, and takes no shadows from them. 

But, sir, the gteat crowning virtue and glory of his life was his acceptance of the mission 
"which brought him here. Though whitened by the frosts of nearly eighty winters, neither lofty 
inountains nor intervening space could restrain his patriotic heart from a prompt response to the 
call of his country to mingle his influence in a sincere and sacred effort to save the Constitution 
and perpetuate the Union, He accepted the great trust ; he mingled in our deliberations, and 
has fallen in the discharge of his duty. He had justly earned a title to the gratitude and respect 
of his country. May we not, sir, fondly hope that he, who was called from the discharge of such 
duties to the presence of bis God, has passed from the sorrows of earth to the happiness of 
Heaven, and to the full fruition of joys pure, perfect, and derncd ? 

The Hon. Thomas L. Ewing, of Ohio, said : 

I rise to bear my tribute of respect to the memory of the deceased. I havie known him long^ 
On my first entrance into active Hfe, the bar, I found him an able and distinguished member* 
"Since that time down to the present day, he has been largely associated, in mind and person,' 
with all the acts and progress, professional and political, of my life. I feel his loss intensely; 
and I feel it with more regret, because I know that on this occasion his voice would have been 
potential in our counsels, and would have been united with all of us, who labor most earnestly 
for the preservation of the Union. 

I tender my sympathies to the family of the deceased, I unite with them in their regrets, and 
in their hopes of the happy future to ^hich he may have attained. 

The Hon. William C. Rives, of Yirginia, said: 

Though wholly unprepared to say anything worthy of the solemnity of this occasion, I fee 
that I should be wanting, sir, in that sentiment of respect which is due to the character of a 
distinguished citizen, if I were not to add to what has been so doquently spoken by others a few 
words of personal recollection in regard to our deceased friend. Judge Wright. It so happened 
that we entered the public councils of the country at the same moment, and continued 
in them fbr the same period of time. It is now just thirty-seven years since I had the 
pleasore of meeting Judge Wright, for the first time, in the House of Representatives of the 
United States. I may be permitted to say, that there were giants in those days. My honoriible 
friend from Kentucky, (Governor Wickliflfe,) who has already so feelingly, addressed the Con- 
vention, will recollect that en the roll of the House of Representatives at that time stood the 
names of Webster and Everett, of Oakley and of Slorrs, of Sergeant and of Hemphill, of Lewis 
McLane, of the immortal Clay, and Barbour, aod Randall, and other gentlemen known to fame, 
from the State which I have the honor to represent in this body, and Livingston, of Louisiana, 
McDuflie, and Hamilton, of South Carolina, and other gentlemen who, on the spur of the occa- 
sion, I am not now able to recall, but whose names will forever shine upon the rolls of their 
country's glory. And yet in that body Judge Wright, then in t|ie maturity of his powers, though 
not previously known to the nation, vindicated an equal rank in debate with those gentlemen 
whose names I have mentioned^ Sir, I shall never forget with what earnestness, with what man- 
liness, with what integrity, with what ability, he ever uttered his convictions of public duty, 
whatever they were, in that consecrated hall. 

After remaining there, I think, for six years, he retired to his pwn State for the purpose of 
assuming the duties of a highly important and dignified office, which was soon followed by fiis 
retirement into the bosom of private life, where he met a rich and ample solace for the storms of 
his public career. He was followed there by the respect of his. fellow-citizens throughout th« 
country, and the confidence of his own State, as we have recently seen, by his being called from 
that honorable retirement to take part in the grave and solemn duties of this assembly. Sir, he 
came among us in obedience to the solemn call of patriotic duty, at a most exigent and distress- 
ing period in our national annaU. He cauae here on an errand of peace, in the spirit of peace 
and conciliation. Such was the feeling entertained towards him by the whole of this assembly, 
that without the slightest preconcert, so far as I kaow, he was invited by general consent to p>reslde 
during the preliminary stages of the organization of this Convention* I had the opportunity, 
from time to time, of private conversation with the aged statesman. I found no member of the 
assembly I met here — and, indeed, I have found nowhere any citiaen of this wide Republic of 
ours— whose heart was more deeply imbued with theepirit of conciliation and of peace, of that spirit 
whicti was so solemnly and impressively uttered in his last prayer, " May the Union be pre- 
Berved.'J Sir, it is not given to mortal m vn to choose the manner of his death; but if such were 
the privilege accorded to any human being, what more glorious end could be, appreciating a true 
fame, covet than that which has been the lot of our departed friend ! Sir, I speak what I feel, 
and I dare say I eipreea a sentiment which has impressed itself upon many other bosoms in thi3 

5 
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Msemblj, when I say that his sadden death in the midst of our deliberations, seefMto tne to exalt'— 
in some degree, to canonize — our labors. This risible manifestation of the hand of God among 
Vf brings us in the immediate presence of .those solemn responsibilities which attach themselTes 
to the discharge of our duties here. I doubt not that evei^ member of this assemblj is already 
deeply impressed with the solemnity of those dvties, and I feefl convinced thai there are few, u 
any, in this assembly, who would not lay down their fleeting and fererish existence,. and follow 
our deceased brother to bis final account, if by doing so tliey could rsstore peace and harmony to 
this glorious Republic of ours. 

It does not become me to make any professions of derotion to my coimtiy-- to my whole 
country ! But this I will say, in Uie spirit of the last prayer of my friend, that I should regard 
my poor life^ such as it is, a cheap purchase — ^the cheapest imaginable purchase— for that great 
boon to our country, the restoration of Its peace, of ite harmony, of its unity, of its ancient cod' 
federated strength and glory. 

The question was taken, and the resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The body of Mr. Wright was then brought into the hall, preceded by 
the Rev. Dr. Hall, who read the impressive funeral service of the Episco- 
pal Church. A number of the members of the family, and of the friends 
of the deceased, were present during the services. The funeral cortege 
proceeded from the hall to the depot of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.* 

The following gentlemen acted as pall -bearers on the occasion: 

Mr. EWING, Mr. CHASE, 

Mr. HITCHCOCK, Mr. LOOMIS, 

Mr. backus, Mr. GROESBECK, 

Mr. WOLCOTT, Mr. STANTON, 

Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. HARLAN, 

Mr. VINTON, Mr. GURLEY. 

By resolution of the Committee, the proceedings were reported in full, 
and ordered to be printed. 

♦FCJNERAL SERVICES OF flOX. JOHN C. WRIGHT. 

CINOINNA.TI, Fehruarjf 17, 1861. ^ 
The faneral of the late Judgd Wright was very largely attended yesterday afternoon, from his resi- 
dence on west Sixth street. The funeral servioe of the Episcopal Church was read by Rev. Dr. Green- 
loaf. Rector of St. Paul's, of which the deceased was a member. The remains were iaoioBed in • 
doable mahogany coffin, on the lid of which was a silver plate with ihe inseription ' 

••JOHN C. WRIGHT, 
BoBN Aug. 10, 1784, 
Died Feb. 13, 1861.* 

In coTiscguenca of ibp luritc attrmlfiQeQ the (tuGia was ptauod on the pa to man t in frnnt of the re«i' 
denfle, an^j tht* nidmlKrs nf the bar, rftitrnii^ iw^Oh and citiions fru-mr^l m pntcc^'sion, piisaed by antl 
took a IftHit look at tbo fiicip with which they had bien firj hinigt famil mr. The oi ilBn, ciivurc3d with a 1>1 tiok 
velvei piiU, wfta plftped in a heurae niid conTt?ytH(l to thpdiipot of tiiL-f'incintift[i,HnraUtonrii'Ud Dtiiton 
Bailroadi folio wed by en rrin^t^s w 1 1 h rcl a tio u s a nd f rienijb , T h o jm) I - bc^tr era wore r 

ClUEiLEH STETSON. Ksq., CiUULKS FOX^Esq,, 

ADAM HinPLE. E?q,, E. H. HA tSES, l->q,: 

V. WOBTiUNGTON, Esq., GEORGE tTAELlSLE, E^q., 

ji>HV P. Fnorp K.^ 

Arrived at the depot, the remains were placed in thfe front car of a siweial train of ninecarsrio 
charge of Mr. rotter, conductor. The train naoved to the sacred resting place of the dead, slowly, as 
became the solemnity of the occasion. Another hearse and carriaxeR bad been provided at the 
Srounds, and the procession wound its way tbrou|(h the avenues towards the vaults where the service* 
were concluded, and with the words, ** earth to earth* dust to dust/' were committed to the tomb all 
that was earthly of him who was so honored in life and lamented in death. 

FirETrtER OF TilE [LLVESS AND DEATH UF JUDGE WRIGHT. 

Dr. Ml1|f?r. of WiBhitij^ton, the? phy^icifln In attfinrlanen njpn Hon. John C. Wnjtht duriiif his laii 
lllno^s in that C'lao^^ atattii that MFh Wriirht ho,rt been luboriui u ml far chminL' bronchitis for miiny 
years; thfl.t ho had lrtke£n:^^>l4,r whk^b toiminated in cifuzsion in the bnji*,and that be wag nuafolo tcj 
throw off the fluiia which aiiyumajoted^ oa aooount of purtilyds of tbo innsn. Tho reault wsf; ffiiffoca- 
tit^n , 

Judge Wright vfns entirely eon-icious to within a few botinf of hi? death. At ten o'elook Wednrndaj 
mcjrning Ust^ hi? received a Ipttcrr from his wifo, snd^it having beon r*»d to him f ho !iPtriiMlf?d to sit im 
to reph' to ii, but t'uutiii himstrif utmblti to di> so. At (?[<?> en o'ciupk^scoDiinar revivoci, he i^iiTSfid iipf>n his 
Koa to brio^and rynd t^i him thfr FiMtflml U«iii«titntion,a»d ropGaimi t£i»t ™n per tain inff to tht) count- 
ing of thL* votpjf for President and A ire Prppiiient, in ih^ iwrformam^p or ilm duty unrler wUirh he? flup- 
posfld the two hoaxes of ifunir^as to be theu «?ii^-jtfeid. At twrho clock ho ur^L'd hid 5i>n. wit It other 
friaonlr^, to leavfl him for the Cimvention, and at thn aarao timy cjoictcid a promise fruin hi? sou, that, if 
h« shciulil bo iiorapijU&d tonttond hi.-^ hod^ homo, h^ wi>t»ld at giitMj return and reauuM his dutia^iM Sm- 
retary of the Convintion.— t tiKinnctt* (Jaipur. 
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Washington Citt, February 15, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened with prayer by Eev. Mr. Eenner. 

The journals of the 13th and the special session of the 14th were read 
and approved. 

The President laid before the Convention a communication from Horatio 
Stone, extending an invitation to members of the Convention to visit hit 
gtudio ; which was read, and laid on the table. 

The President presented to the Convention a resolution of the House of 
Kepresentatives, tendering admission to the ftoor of the House to memberg 
of the Convention ; in accordance with which cards of admission had been 
•ent. 

The President also presented a letter from J, E. Sands, proffering to tbt 
Convention some flags with historical reminiscences, to be placed in thit 
hall during its session ; which was read, and laid on the table. 

Also a communication from Horatio G. "Warner, which was received, and 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, presented a telegraph 
dispatch from the Grovernor of Ohio, appointing C. P. Wolcott a commis- 
iioner in the place of John C. Wright, deceased. 

Mr. Wolcott's name was entered on the list of members. 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana, offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That rules ^xtoen (16) and eighteen (18) of this Convention be* and the same are 
hereby, rescinded. 

Resolved, That the President is herebjr authorized to grant cards of admission to reporters of 

the press not exceeding in number, which shaU entitle them to teats on the floor of the 

CoBTention, for the purpose of reporting its proceedings. 

Resolved, That no person be admitted to the floor of this Convention, except the members, 
OEfficecfl, or reporters. 

After discussion by Messrs. Wickliffe and Orth, on motion of Mr. Ean- 
dolph, the resolutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Guthrie, from the Committee of one from each State, made a report, 
and submitted the following proposed amendments of the Constitution: 

ARticLX 1. In all the territory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of the 
Cheroliee treaty grant, north ef a line from east to west, on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 min- 
utes, north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited whilst 
it shall be under a Territorial government; and in all the territory south of said hne, the status of 
persons owing service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such territory 
«hall be under a Territorial government-; and neither Congress nor the Territorial ffovemment 
shall have power to hinder or prevent the taking to said territory of persons held to labor or in- 
voluntary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages of the State from 
Which such persons ma;^ be taken, nor to impair the rights arising out of sfdd relations, which 
flkall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the common law; and 
when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress may prescribe* 
shall contain a population required for a member of Congress, according to the then federal 
ratio of representation, it shall, if its fonn of government be republican, be admitted into th« 
Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without involuntary service or labor, 
<s the constitution of such new State may provide. 

Article 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States, unless by treaty; nor, execnt 
for naval and commercial stations and depots, unless such treaty shall be ratii&ed by four Mthg 
Of all members of the Senate. 

Articlk 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be construed to gi¥« 
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State or Territory of the United 
States, the relation established or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound to 
labor or involuntary service t^reip, nor to interiere with or abolish involuntary service in th« 
District of Columbia without the consent of Maryland and without the consent of the owners,. 
Or making the owners who do not consent just compensation; nor the power to interfere with or 
prohibit Eepresentatives «nd others from bringing with them to the city of Washington, cetaia- 
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ing, and taking away, persons so bound to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish 
involuntary service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those 
States and Territories where the same is established or recognized; nor the power to prohibil 
the removal or transportation, by land, sea, or river, of peirsons held to labor or involuntary ser- 
vice in any State or Territory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof where 
it is established or recognized by law or usage; and the right during transportation of touching 
' at ports, shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall Congress 
have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons bound to labor than on land. • 

Article 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu- 
tion shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through 
the action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives frofn 
labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

Article 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves into the United States and 
. their Territories, from places beyond the present limits thereof, are forever prohibited. 

Article 6. The first, second, third, and fifth articles, together with this article, of these 
amendments, and the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitu- 
tion, and the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be 
amended or abolished without the consent of all the States. 

Article 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner the 

full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal or other officer, whose duty 

^ it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidalion, or when, 

^ after arrest, such fugitive was rescued by force, and the ownei: thereby prevented and obstructed 

in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such fugitive. . 

Mr. Baldwin, from the same committee, submitted the following report • 

The undersigned, comprising a part of the minority of the committee of one from each State, 
to whom was referred the consideration of the resolutions of the State of Virginia and the other 
States represented, and all propositions for the adjustment of existing differences between the 
States, with authority to report what they deem right, necessary, and proper to restore harmony 
and preserve the Union, and report thereon, entered upon the duties of the committee with an anx- 
ious desire that they might be able to unite in the recommendation of some plan which, on due 
deliberation, should seem best adapted to maintain the dignity and authority of the Government 
of the United States, and, at the same time, secure to the people of every section that perfect 

' equality of rights to which they are entitled. 

Convened, as we are, on the invitation of the Governor of Virginia, in pursuance of the reso- 

I lutlons of the General Assembly of that State, with an accompanying expression of the deliber- 
ate opinion of that body that, unless the unhappy controversy which now divides the States shail 
be satisfactorily adjusted, a permanent dissolution of the Union is inevitable; and, being earn- 
estly desirous of an adjustment thereof, in concurrence with Virginia, in the spirit in which the 
Constitution was originally formed, and consistently with its principles, so as to afford to the pe6- 
ple of all the States adequate security for all their rights, the attention of the undersigned was 
necessarily led to the consideration of the extent and equality of our powers, and to the propri- 
ety and expediency, under existing circumstances, of a recommendation by this Conference Con- 
xention of any specific action by Congress, whether of ordinary legislation, or in rieference to 
constitutional amendments to be proposed by Congress on its own responsibility to the States. 

A portion of the members of this Convention are delegated by ihe Legislatures of their 
respective States, and are required to act under their supervision and control, while others are 
the representatives only of the Executives of their States, and, having no opportunity of con^ 
9ulting tiie immediate repres^tatives of the people, can only act on Sieir individual respon^- 
bility. 

Among the resolutions and propositions suggesting modes of adjustment appropriate to this 
occasion which were brought to the notice of the committee, were the resolutions of the State 
of Kentucky recommending to her sister States to unite with her in an application to Congress 

, for the calling of a convention in the mode prescribed by the Constitution for proposing amend- 

. meits thereto. 

> The undersigned, for the reasons set forth in the aecompanying resolution, and others which 

, have been herein indicated, is of opinion that the mode of acjgustment by a general convention, 
as proposed by Kentucky, is the one which affords the best assurance of an adjustment accepta- 
ble to the people of every section, as it will afford to all the States who may desire amendments 

. am opportunity of preparing them with care and deliberation, and in such form as they may deem 
it expedient to prescribe, to be submitted to the consideration and deliberate action of delegates 
duly chosen and invested with equal powers from all the States. 

The undemigned did not, therefore, deem it expedi^it that any of the measures of adjustm^t 
proposed by the mtyority of the committee should be reported to this body to be discussed or 

r acted upon by them, and he respectfullv submits, as a substitute for the articles of amendment 
to the Constitution, reported by the majority of the committee, the following preamble and reso- 
Imtion, and respectfully recommends the adoption thereof. 

ROGER S. BALDWIN^ 
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Whereas, Unhappy differences exist which have alienated from each other portions of the peo- 
ple of the United States to such an extent as seriously to disturb the peace of the nation, and 
impair the regular and efficient action of the Government within the sphere of its constitutional 
powers and duties: 

And whereas, the Legislature of the State of Kentucky has made application to Congress to 
call a convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States: 

And whereas, it is believed to be the opinion of the people of other States that amendments 
to the Constitution are or may become necessary to secure to the people of the United States, of 
every section, the full and equal ei\joyment of their rights and liberties, so far as the same may 
depend for their security and protection on the powers granted to or withheld from the General 
Government, in pursuance of the national purposes for which it was ordained and established: 

And whereas, it may be expedient that such amendments as any of the States may desire to 
have proposed, should be presented to the convention in such form as the respective States desir- 
ing the same may deem proper: 

This convention does, therefore, recommend to the several States to unite with Kentucky in 
her application to Congress to call a convention for proposing ameiklments to the Constitution of 
the United States, to be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, or to conventions 
therein, for ratification, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by Con? 
gress, in accordance with the provision in the fifth article of the Constitution. 

Mr. Field, of New York, and Mr. Crowninshield, of Massachusetts, of 
the same committee, stated that they had not concurred in the majority 
report. 

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, from the same committee, submitted the fol- 
lowing reporv*. 

The undersigned, acting on the recommendation of the commissioners from the State of Vir- 
ginia, as a member of the committee appointed by this Convention to consider and recommend 
propositions of adjustment, has not been so happy as to accord with the report submitted by the 
majority ; and as he more widely dissents from the opinions entertained by the other dissenting 
members, he feels constrained, in vindication of his position and opinions, to present on his part 
this brief report, recommending, as a substitute for the report of the majority, a proposition sub- 
joined. To tliis course he feels the more impelled, by deference to the resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of his State, inviting the assemblage of this Convention, and suggesting a basis 
of adjustment. These resolutions declare, that, "in the opinion of the General Assembly of 
Virginia, the propositions embraced in the resolutions presented to the Senate of the United 
States by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, so modified as that the first article proposed as an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States, shall applv to all the territory of the United States 
now held, or hereafter acquired, south of latitude 36 degrees 30 minutes, and provided that 
slavery of the African race shall be effectually protected as property therein during the continu- 
ance of the Territorial government, and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves 
the right of transit with their slaves between and through the non-slaveholding States or Terri- 
tories, constitute the basis of such an adjustment of the unhappy controversv which now divider 
the States of this confederacy, as would be accepted by the people of this Commonwealth." 

From this resolution, it is clear that the General Assembly, in its declared opinion of what 
would be acceptable to the people of Virginia, not only required the Crittenden propositions as a 
basis, but also held the modifications suggested in addition essential. lu this the undersigned 
fully concurs. But, in his opinion, the propositions reported by the majority do not give, but ma- 
terially weaken, the Crittenden propositions themselves, and fail to accord the modifications sug- 
gested. The undersigned, therefore, feels it his dutv to submit and recommend, as a substitute, 
the resolutions referred to, as proposed by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, with the incorporation sf 
the modifications suggested by Virginia explicitly expressed, and with some alterations on points 
which, he is assured, would make them more acceptable to that State, and, as he hopes, to ths 
whole Union. The propositions submitted are appended, marked No. 1 

The undersigned, while contenting himself in the spirit of the action taken by the Geaeral 
Assembly of his State, with the proposal of that substitute for the majority report, would be 
untrue to his own convictions, shared, as he believes, by the majority of the Commissioners front 
Virginia, and to his sense of duty, i^he did not emphatically declare, as his settled and deliberats 
judgment, that for permanent safety in this Union to the slaveholding States, and the restoration 
of integrity to the Union, and harmony and peace to the country, a guarantee of actual power im 
the Constitution and in the working of the Government to the slaveholding and minority section, 
is indispensable. How such guarantee might be most wisely contrived and judiciously adjusted 
to the frame of the Government, the undersigned forbears now to inquire. He is not exclu- 
sively addicted to any special plan, but believmg that such guarantee might be adequately afford- 
ed b)r a partition of power in the Senate between the two sections, and by a recognition that 
ours is a Union of freedom and consent, not constraint and force, he respectfully submits, for 
consideration by members of ^e Convention, the plan hereto appended, marked No. 2. 
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Whether he shall feel bound to invoke the action of the Convttition upon it, may depMid ob 
^tit future manifestations of sentiment in this bodj. 

All which ii respectfully submitted. 

^ JAMES A. SEDDON. 

> Fkbruart 15y 1861. Commimoner from Vtu 



No. 1. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS proposing eertain amendments to the Constitution of the United State* 

Whereas,. Seri#u9 and alarming dissensions have arisen between the Northern and Southern 
States, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slaveholding States, and especiaUr 
their rights in the common territory of the United States ; and whereas, it is eminently desirabltt 
and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union, should 
be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal justice to 
all sections, and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which ought to prevail 
between all the citizens of the United States : therefere, 

Resolved, by this Convention, that the following articles are hereby approved and submitted tiE> 
the Congress of the United States, with the request that they may, by the requisite constitutional 
majority of two thirds, be recommended to the respective States of the Union, to be, when rati- 
fied by conventions of three fourths of the States, valid and operative as amendsoents of the Cox»- 
•titution of the Union. 

Article 1 . In all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, situatv 
north of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, slavery or involuntary servitude, except at 
a punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under territorial govern^ 
ment. In all the territory south of said line of latitude slavery of the African race is hereby 
recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress ; but < hall be protected a9 
property by all the departments of the territorial government during its continuance ; and whett 
any territory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, shall 
contain the population requisite for a member of Congress, according to the then federal ratio of 
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its form of government be repub- 
lican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without 
davery, as the constitution of such new State may provide. 

Article 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive juri»> 
diction, and situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

ARTrcLE 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia, 
to long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without th« 
consent of the free white inhabitants, nor without just compensation first made to such ownert 
of slaves as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers 
of the Federal Goyernnient, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said 
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such during the time theiv 
duties may require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District. 

Article 4. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves 
from one State to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by th^ sea. And if such transpor- 
tation be by sea, the slaves shall be protected as property by the Federal Government. And thi 
right of transit by the owners with their slaves, in passing to or from one slaveholding State or 
Territory to another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be 
protected. And in imposing direct taxes pursuant to the Constitution, Congress shall have no 
power to impose on slaves a higher rate of tax than on land, according to their just value. 

Article 5. That, in addition to the provisbns of the third paragraph of the second section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall provide by law, thai 
the United States shall pay to the owner who shall apply for it, the full value of his furtive 
riave, in all cases, when the marshal, or other officer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive, 
was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive wat 
rescued by force, and the owner thereby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy 
for the recovery of his fugitive slave, under the said clause of the Constitution and the lawt 
made in pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, when the United States shall pay for such 
fugitive, they shall reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting a tax on the county or city 
in which said violence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amount to the sum paia 
by them, with the addition of interest and the costs of collection; and the said county or city^ 
after it has paid said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from 
the wrong- doers, or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive 
tlave, in Tike manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered 

Article 6. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the five preceding articles, 
nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Conscitution, nor th« 
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution, and no amend* 



PBACE COKFEBP^GE REPQET. 39 

ment shall b« made to tb« CoDStitution which will authorize or give to Congress any power te 
abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or 
permitted. 

Article 7. Sbc 1. The elective franchise and the right to hold office, whether federal, State, 
territorial, or municipal, shall not be exercised by persons who are, in whole or in part, of the 
African race. 

And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments 
proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come within the juris- 
diction of Congress, and may b^ remedied by its lescislative power; and whereas, it is the desire 
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extetid, to remove all just cause for the popular 
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability 
of its institutions: therefore, 

1» Re^lvedf That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pur- 
suance of the plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as 
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the 
slaveholding States are entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those laws, and that 
they ought not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their effieiency; and that 
laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other 
illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due Execution of said laws. 

2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave acts, or any other constitutional 
acts of Congress, or which in their operation Impede, hinder, or delay the free course and due 
execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. Yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and 
led to consequences which have obstructed the due administration and execution of acts of Con- 
gress, and especially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby contributed 
much to the <£scord and commotion now prevailing. This Convention, therefore, in the present, 
perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earnestly, to recommend the repeal 
of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections or 
explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes. 

3. That the-act of the eighteenth of September, eighteen hunded and fifty, commonly called the 
fugitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, mentioMed 
in the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by him, whether his 
decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause 
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or 
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it t% 
be the duty of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amended as te 
expressly limit the lUithority and duty to cases in which there shall be resistance, or danger of 
resistance or rescue. 

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibit- 
ing the importation of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought t« 
be thoroughly executed, and all further enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly 
made. 



No. 2. 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS BY MR. SEDDON. 

To secure concert and promote harmony between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding sec- 
tions of tlie Union, the assent of the majority of the Senators from the slaveholding States, and 
of the majority of the Senators from the non-slaveholding States, shall be requisite to the valid- 
ity of all action of the Senate, en which the ayes and noes may be called by five Senators. 

And on a written declaration, signed and presented for record On the journal of the Senate 
by a majority of the Senators from either the non-slaveholding or slaveholding States, of their 
want of confidence in any officer or appointee of the Executive, exercising functions exclusively 
or continuously within the class of States, or any of them, which the signers represent, then such 
officer shall be removed by the Executive; and if not removed at the expiration of ten days 
from the presentation of such declaration, the office shall be deemed vacant, and open to new 
appointment. 

The connection of every State with the Union is recognized as depending on the continuing 
assent of its people, and compulsion shall in no case, nor under any form, be attempted by the 
government of the Onion against a State acting in its collective or organic capacity. Any State^ 
by the action of a convention of its people, assembled pursuant to a law of its Legislature, i« 
h3ld ^titled to dissolve its relation to the Federal Government, and withdraw from the Union; 
and, on due notice given of such withdrawal to the Executive of the Union, he shall appoint 
two commissioners, to meet two commissioners to be appointed by the Governor of the State, 
who, with the aid, if needed from the disagreement Of the commissioners, of an umpire, to \m 
eeleoted bv a majonty of them, shall equitably adjvdicate and determine finally a partition of tb« 
rights and obligations of the withdrawing State; and such ac^ljudication and partition bein|( 
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accomplished, the withdrawal of such State shall be recognized bj the Executive) and annonneed 
by public proclamation to the world. 

But such withdrawing State shall not afterwards be re-admitted into the Union without the 
assent ef two thirds of the States constituting the Union at the time tf the proposed re-admis- 
sion. 

Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, stated the basis of the action of that State. 

Mr. Wiekliffe, of Kentucky, moved the printing of the reports, and that 
thej be made the order of the day for to-morrow, at 12 o'clock; which, 
after discussion, was adopted. 

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, moved the printing of all resolutions of the several 
States in relation to the subjects before this Convention; which was 
ordered. 

Mr. Wickliife offered the following preamble and resolutions : 

The second section of the 4th article of the Constitution of the United States declares, "that 
no person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping into another^ 
«hall, in consequence of anv law or reerulation therein, be diachareed from such s^vice or labor, 
but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be due." 

This clause is one of the compromises without which no Constitution would have been adopt- 
ed. It was a guarantee to the States, in which such labor and service existed by law, that their 
rights should be respected and regarded by all the States; and it is not T^ithin the competency 
of any State to disregard the obligations it imposes, or to render it valueless by legislative 

enactments. And whereas, the House of Representatives of the United States did, on the 

of February, by unanimous vote, declare that neither the Congress of the United States, nor the 
people or government of any non-slaveholdin^ State, has the constitutional right to legislate 
upon, or to interfere with, slavery in any slaveholding State in the Union. 

This declaration is regarded by this Convention as an admission that the statutes of those 
States, passed for the purpose of defeating the provision of the Constitution aforesaid, and the 
la'ws of Congress made to enforce the Just and proper execution of this constitutional guarantee, 
are in violation of the supreme law of the land. 

The provisions of the statutes in many of the non-slaveholding States, commonly known 
and called "personal liberty bills," amount in their consequences to a practical nullification of 
the acts of Congress of February 12th, 1793, and September 18th, 1850, and are in violation of 
the 2d section of the 4th article of the Constitution, as before stated. That tht spirit of those 
statutes appears to be repugnant to the principles of compromise and mutual and liberal conces- 
sions which dictated the section of the Constitution in question, and which pervades every part 
of that instrument. It is, therefore, respectfully requested by this Convention that the several 
States abrogate all such obnoxious enactments. 

•That the spirit of comity between the States, and the spirit of unity and fraternity which 
should actuate all the people of these United States, require that complete right and security of 
transit with all persons who owe them service or labor should be allowed to the citizens of each 
State by the laws of every other State. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing be sent by the President of this Convention to the 
(Governors of. each of the free States, as the deliberate judgment and opinion of this Conven- 
tion, and that he request the same be laid before their respective Legislatures. 

The Convention then adjourned until 12 o'clock, to-morrow. 



Washington City, February 16, 1861. 
The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
President Tyler in the chair. 
Prayer was offered by Eev. Dr. Sunderland. 
The journal of the preceding day was read and approved. 
The President laid before the Convention a communication from W. C. 
Jewett, which was received and laid on the table. 
Mr. WicklifFe offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in the discussions which may take place in this Convention upon any questions, 
ao member shall be allowed to speak longer than thirty minutes. 

'- Which, after debate thereon, was postponed by the mover until Tues* 
day. 
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Mr. Crisfield moved the hour of meeting of the Convention be at ten 
o'clock, which was amended to eleven o'clock, A. M., and adopted. 

Mr. Chase moved to amend the first rule by inserting after the word 
"represented," the following: "The yeas and nays of the delegates from 
each State, on anv question, shall be entered on the Journal when it is 
desired by any delegate." Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Wickliffe, from the Committee on Organization, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the llth Rule of thig Convention be so amended as to allow an appeal from 
the decision of the President, which appeal shall be decided without debate. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, gave notice that he should move to insert the 
word present before the word TerritorieSy in the first line of the first section 
of the majority report, «o as to conform to the intention of the majority 
of the committee. 

On motion, odj turned. 



"Washington City, Fehrdary 18, 18G1. 
The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
President Tyler in the chair. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer by the Eev. Dr. Gurley. 
The journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
Mr. Chittenden, of Vermont, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the rules of this Convention be so far modified as to require the Secretary to 
employ a competent stenographer, who shall write down and preserve accurate notes of the 
debates and other proceedings of this body, which notes shall not be communicated to any per- 
son, nor shall copies thereof be taken, nor shall the same be made public until after the final 
adjournment of this Convention, except in pursuance of a vote authorizing their publication. 

Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, moved to lay the resolution upon the 
table. 

A vote by States was taken. 

AvES-^Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee^ 
North Carolina, Missouri, Virginia, and Pennsylvania— 11. 

Noes — Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and New 
York— 8. 

Ohio, being divided, did not vote. 

The motion to lay upon the table was thereupon declared carried. 

Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire, presented the following address and res- 
olutions ; which were read, and on motion, ordered to be laid on the table 
and printed : 

To THE People of the United States : 

This Convention of Conference, composed in part of commissioners appointed in accordance 
with the legislative action of sundry States, and in part of commissioners appointed by the Gov- 
ernors of sundry othtr States, in compliance with an invitation by the General Assembly of 
Virginia, met in Washington on the 4th February, 1861. Although constituting a body unknown 
to the Constitution and laws, yet being delegated for the purpose, and having carefully consid- 
ered the existing dangers and dissensions, and having brought their proceedings to a close, pub- 
lish this address, and the accompanying resolution^*, as the result of their deliberatiocs. 

We recognize and deplore the divisions and distractions which now afflict our country, inter* 
nipt its prosperity, disturb its peace, and endanger the Union of the States ; but we repel the 
conclusion that any alienations or dissehsions exist which are irreconcilable, which justify 
attempts at revolution, or which the patriotism and fraternal sentiments of the people, and thd 
interests and honor of the whole nation, will not overcome. 
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In a country embracing the central and most important portion of a continent, among a people 
now numbering over thirty millions, diversities of opinion ineritably exist ; and rivalries, inten* 
sified at times by local interests and sectional attachments, must often occur ; yet we do not 
doubt that the theory of our government is the best which is possible for this nation, that the 
Union of the States is of vital importance, and that the Constitution, which expresses the com- 
bined wisdom of the illustrious founders of the government, is still the palladium of our liber- 
ties, adequate to every emergency, and justly entitled to the support of every good citizen. 

It embraces, in its provisions and spirit, all the defense and protection which any section of 
the country can rightAilly demand, or honorably concede. 

Adopted with primary reference to the wants of five millions of people, but with the wisest 
reference to future expansion and development, it has carried us onward with a rapid increase of ' 
numbers, an accumulation of wealth, and a degree of happiness and general prosperity new 
i^ttained by any nation. 

Whatever branch of industry, or whatever staple production shall become, in the possible 
C^ianges of the future, the leading interest of the country, thereby creating unforeseen compli- 
caitions or new conflicts of opinion and interest, the Constitution of the United States, properly 
i^nderstood, and fairly enforced, is equal to every exigency, a shield apd defense to all in every 
tjme of need. If, however, by reason of a change in circumstance, or for any cause, a portion 
of the people believe they ought to have their rights more exactly defined or more fully explained 
In the Constitution, it is their duty, in accordance with its provisions, to seek a remedy by way 
of amendment to that instrument ; and it is the duty of all the States to concur in such amend- 
ments as may be found necessary to insure equal and exact justice to all. 

In order, therefore, to announce to the country the sentiments of this Convention, respecting 
not only the remedy which should be sought for existing discontents, but also to communicate to 
the public what we believe to be the patriotic sentiment of the country, we adopt the following 
resolutions : 

1st. Resolvedt That this Convention recognize the well understood proposition that the Consti- 
tution of the United States gives no power to Congress, or any branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment to interfere in any manner with slavery in any of the States ; and we are assured, by 
^undant testimony, that neither of the great political organizations existing in the country con- 
templates a violation of the spirit of the Constitution in this regard, or the procuring of any 
l^mendment thereof, by which Congress, or any department of the General Government, shaU 
efver have jurisdiction over slavery in any of the States. 

^ Sd« Resolved J That the Constitution was ordained and established, as set forth in the preamble, 
by the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their posterity; and when the people of any State are 
not in full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured to them by the Constitution, or 
tjieir rights under it are disregarded, their tranquility disturbed, their prosperity retarded, or their 
liberty imperiled by the people of any other State, full and adequate redress can and ought to be 
provided for such grievances. 

3d. Resolved t That this Convention recommend to the Legislatures of the several States of 
t^e Union to follow the example of the Legislatures of the States of Kentucky and of Illinois, 
in applying to Congress to call a Convention for the proposing of amendments to the Constitutioa 
<Xf the United States, pursuant to the fifth article thereof. 

Mr. Guthrie offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That if the President shall choose to speak on any question, he may for the occasion 
c^U any member to preside. 

Mr. Meredith gave notice of his intent to offer a proposition, as follows; 
which was read, laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed : 

Article — . That Congress shall divide all the territory of the United States into convenient 
portions, each containing not less than sixty thousand square miles, and shall establish in each a 
Territorial Government ; the several Territorial Legislatures, whether heretofore constituted or 
hereafter to be constituted, shall have all the legislative powers now vested in the respective 
$tates of this Union ; and whenever any Territory, having a population sufficient, according to 
tjie ratio existing at the time, to entitle it to one member of Congress, shall form a republican 
donstitution, and apply to Congress for admission as a State, Congress shall admit the same as a 
iltate accordinjelj. 

Mr. Wickliffe moved that the journal of the Convention up to the present 
C^ay be printed. 

Mr. Goodrich moved to amend, by inserting "that it be printed from day 
to day;" which amendment was adopted, and the resolution, as amended, 
passed. 
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The order of the day having been called, 

Mr. Johnson moved the adoption of the amendments submitted by him 
C|i the 16th. 

Mr. Eeid, of North Carolina, moved to add to the proposed amendment 
of Mr. Johnson the words "and future;" whereupon a vote was taken by 
States, with the following result: 

Ayes — New Jersey, Delaware, Marjland, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Missouri, 
«Dd Virginia — 8. 

NoKs— Vermont, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, New York, and Iowa — 12. 

So the amendment was lost. 

A debate ensued on the amendment of Mr. Johnson, which was adopted; 
the first section of the majority report, as amended, reading as follows ; 

Sio. 1. In all the present territory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of thA 
Qherokee treaty grant, north of a line from east to west, on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 min- 
utes north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited whilst it 
nail be under a Territorial government; and in all ^e present territory south of said line, &0. 

The Convention, on motion, adjourned at 4, P. M. 



Washington City, February 19, 1861. 

Convention met at 11, A. M., pursuant to adjournment. President Tyler 
ill the chair. 

Proceedings opened by prayer. 

The journal of proceedings was read, amended, and approved. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that thd 
Committee had received the credentials of the Hon. Francis Granger, as a 
commissioner of th6 State of New York, in the place of Addison Gardiner; 
^d the list of members was altered accordingly. 

Mr. Wickliffe called up the following resolution, heretofore offered by 
him, and laid upon the table : 

Resolved, That in the discussions which may take place in this Convention upon any questions, 
ao member shall be allowed to speak longer than thirty minutes. 

Mr. Davis, of North Carolina, moved to amend, by striking out thirty 
wtlnutes, and inserting ten minutes. 
Mr. Caruthers moved further to amend by adding the following: 

'*And that all debates shall cease at 3 o'clock to-day, and the vote taken on such amendments 
•I, may be offered, and then on the report." 

It was moved to lay "the whole subject upon the table." A division 
was called for, the result of which was as follows: — ayes 49, nays 54. 

So the motion to lay on the table was not agreed to. 

Mr. Eandolph, of New Jersey, offered the following, as a substitute for 
tl^e resolution and amendments: 

Resolved, That this Convention will hold two sessions daily, viz: From 10 o'clock, A. M., to 
4.o*clock, P. M.; and from 8 to 10 o'clock, P. M.; and that no motion to adjourn prior to said 
hours of 4 and 10, P. M., shall be in order, if objection be made; and that on Thursday next, 
^ 12 o'clock, noon, all debate shall cease, and the Convention proceed to vote upon the ques- 
tions or propositions before them in their order. 

After debate, the Vhole subject was, on motion of Mr. Morehead, of 
Uorth Carolina, laid upon the table until 10 o'clock, A. M., to-morrow. 

Mr. Buffin, of JN^orth Carolina, gave notice of his intention to offer cer*^ 
U^n amendments to the majority report of the committee. 
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A motion was made that when this Convention adjourns it adjourn to 
meet at ten o'clock, A. M. An amendment was offered to insert half -past 
ten. A further amendment was proposed to adjourn to half-past seven this 
P. M. The resolution and amendments were subsequently withdrawn; 
whereupon the motion to adjourn to ten o'clock, A. M., was renewed, pend- 
ing a vote upon which a motion was made to adjourn, and declared car- 
ried. 



Washington City, February 20, 1861, 

Convention met at ten o'clock. 

President Tyler in the chair. 

After prayer by the Eev. Dr. Samson, the journal of yesterday was read 
Jind approT^ed 

Mr. Harris, of Yermont, offered the following preamble and resolutions:^ 
which were read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table : 

Whereas, The Federal Constitution, and tht laws made in pursuance thereof, are the suprenit 
law of the land, and should command the willing obedience of all good citizens; and whereat^ 
it is alleged that sundry States have enacted laws repugnant thereto; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Convention respectfully requests the several States to revise their respectit* 
enactments, and to modify or repeal any laws which may be foumd to be in conflict with l\0k 
Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention is requested to send a copy of the foregoing 
preamble and resolutiom to the Governor of each of the States, with the request that the saia* 
be communicated to the Legislature thereof. 

Mr. Eandolph called up the resolutions yesterday laid upon the tabli% 
and the question was taken on striking out the latter clause of Mr. Ean- 
dolph's substitute for Mr. Wickliffe's resolution, and the amendments 
offered thereto. A vote by States was ordered and tak^n, with the follow- 
ing result : 

Ayes— Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New Yorll, 
New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Vermont — 12. 

Noes — Delaware, Kentucky, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, Tenness$|^ 
and Virginia — 8. 

So the clause was stricken out. 

Mr. Clay moved to lay the original and amendments upon the table. A 
vote by States being called for by Mr. Chase, resulted as follows : 

Ates — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Haidp- 
•hire, Vermont, Virginia — 10. 

Noes — Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvaiiim 
Rhode Island, Tennessee — 9. 

The resolution and amendments were laid on the table. 

Mr. Wickliffe gave notice of his intention to move, on Thursday, to cloa» 
the debate on the report of the Committee on Propositions and Eesolutions 
from and after the 21st, in order to take a vote on the 22d, the birth -day of 
Washington. > 

The Convention proceeded to consider the report of the Committee cm 
Propositions and Resolutions. 

Mr. Smith, of New York, having the floor, gave way to a motion to ad- 
journ. • 

Adjourned to ten o'clock, February 21. 
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Washington City, February 21, 1861. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
President Tyler in the chair. 

The Convention was opened by prayer from the Kev. Mr. Stockton. 
The journal was re^d and approved. 

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, presented the following resolutions, which wdro 
read, ordered to be printed, and laid upon the table : 

Resolvedt That it is inexpedient to proceed to final action on the g^ave and important matters 
involved in the resolutions of the State of Virginia, in compliance with which this Convention 
has assembled, and in the several reports of the majority and minorities of the committee to which 
said resolutions were referred, until opportunity has been given to all the Stated to participate in 
deliberation and action upon them, and ample time has been allowed for such deliberation and 
action. 

Resohedt therefore, That this Convention adjourn to meet in the City of Washington on th« 
4th day of April next; and that the President be requested to address a letter to the Govern- 
ors of the several States not now represented in this body, urging the appointment and attend- 
ance of commissioners, 

Mr. Wickliffe, pursuant to his motion of yesterday, offered and asked 
the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Reso^lmd, Ist. That at one o'clock, the 22d February, 1861, all debate upon the report of th« 
committee of one from each State shall cease, and the Convention will proceed to vote, and con- 
tinue to vote until the whole subject shall have been disposed of. 

2d. If an amendment be offered by the commissioners of any State, or minority of such com- 
missioners, five minutes is allowed for explanation, and the like time is allowed to the committee 
to resist the amendment, if they desire to do so, and the mover of the amendment, or any member 
©f the same State, may have five minutes for reply. 

3d. A motion to strike out and insert shall not be divided. 

Which several resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. Dent, of Maryland, offered and asked the adoption of the following 
rule : 

When the vote on ahy question is taken by States, any Commissioner dissenting from the vot« 
of his State may have his dissent entered on ihe Journal. 

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered the following as a substitute for Mr. Dent's 
rule : 

The yeas and nays of the Commissioners of each State, upon any question, shall be entered 
upon the Journal when it is desired by any Commissioner, and the vote of each State shall b« 
determined by the majority of Commissioners present from each State. 

The question being upon the adoption of the substitute, the same was 
rejected. 

The question recurring upon the original rule of Mr. Dent, it was 
adopted. 

Mr. Bronson, of New York, moved that this Convention have a night 
session, and that when the Convention adjourn it shall adjourn to half-past 
seven o'clock this evening. 

Mr. Chase called for a vote by States as to a night session, which resulted 
as follows: 

Ayks — D.elaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, New York, North 
Carolina, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 13. 
KoEs — Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massaehusetts, Ohio, Vermont — 7. 

So the motion was carried. 

Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania, gave notice he should offer an amend- 
ment, as follows, to the report of the Committee on Propositions and 
Resolutions ; which was read, laid on the t^le, and ordered to be printed : 

And Congress shall further provide by law, that the United States shall make full compensa- 
tion to a citizen of any State, who in any other State shall suffer, by reason of violence or in- 
timidation from mobs and riotous assemblies, in his person or property, or in the deprivation bj 
violence, of his rights secured by this Constitution. 
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Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, gave notice that he should offer, as an amend- 
ment to the same report, the following; which was read, laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed : 

The term of office of all Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States, hereafter 
elected, shall be six years ; and any person once elected to either of said offices, shall ever after 
be ineligible to the same office. 

Mr. Bronson, of 'New York, gave notice that he should offier, as an 
amendment to the same report, the following j which was read, laid on th« 
table, and ordered to be printed : 

Congress ihall have no power to legislate in respect to persons held to service or labor in any 
case, except to provide for the rendition of fugitives from such service or labor, and to suppress 
the foreign slave trade ; and the existing status or condition of all the Territories of the United 
States, in respect to, persons held to service or labor, shall remain unchanged during their terri- 
torial condition ; and whenever any Territory, with suitable boundaries, shall contain the popula* 
tion requisite for a representative in Congress, according to the then federal ratio of representa- 
tion, it shall be entitled to admission into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, 
with or without persons held to service or labor, as the Constitution of such new State may 
prescribe. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Ohio, gave notice that he should offer, as an amend- 
ment to the same report, the following j which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed : 

Strike out Section 3, and insert the three following : 

Skction 3. The Congress shall have no power to regulate, abolish, or control within any Static 
the relations establish^ or recognized by the laws thereof, touching persois held to service or 
labor therein. 

Section 4. The Congress shall have no power to discharge any person held to service or labor 
from such service or labor in {he District of Columbia, under the laws thereof, or to impair any 
rights pertaining to that relation under the laws now in force within the said District, without tht 
consent of the State of Maryland, and of those to whom the service or labor is due, or making 
to them just compensation therefor ; nor the power to interfere with or prohibit membera of 
Congress, and officers of the Federal Government, whose duties require them to be in said Dis- 
trict, from bringing with them, retaining, and taking away persons so held to service or labor ; 
nor the power to impair or abolish the relations of persons owing service or labor in places under 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, wittiin those States and Territories where such 
relations are established or recognized by law. 

Section 5. The Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal or transportation, by 
land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or service in any State or Territory of the United 
States, to any State or Territory thereof, where the same obligation or liability to labor or ser- 
Tice is established or recognized by law ; and the right during such transportation of touching 
at ports, shores, and landings, an4 of landing in case of distress, shall exist ; nor shall the Con- 
gress have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor 
than on land. 

Strikeout Section 7, and iniert-* 

Section 9. The Congress shall provide by law, that in all cases where the marshal, or othtp 
officer, whose duty it shall be to arrest any fugitive from service or labor, shall be prevented from 
80 doing by violence of a mob or riotous assemblage ; or where, after arrest, such fugitive shall 
be rescued by force, and the party to whom such service or labor is due, shall thereby be deprived 
of the same, the United States shall pay to such party the full value of such service or labor. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the report of the 
Committee on Propositions and Eesolutions. 

At half-past four, Mr. Chittenden having the floor, gave way to a motion 
to adjourn. 

The Convention adjourned to half-past seven o'clock P. M., February 
21st. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment at seven and a half o'clock 
P.M. 
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The Convention proceeded to the eoneideration of the report of the 
Committee on Propositions and Kesolutions. 

At twelve o'clock Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, gave way to a motion 
to adjourn. 

The Convention adjourned to ten o'clock A. M., February 22. 



Washington City, February 22, 1861. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. President Tyler in the 
chair. 

Convention opened by prayer. 

The journal of proceedings was read and approved. 

On motion of Mr. Wiokliffe, the President was authorized to appoint a 
committee of three upon the subject of finance and printing. 

The President appointed as such committee : Mr. Johnson, of Maryland^ 
Mr. Pollock, of Pennsylvania ; and Mr. Granger, of New York. 

Mr. Turner, of Illinois, offered and moved the adoption of the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That the time fixed u^n to commence Toting upon the questions before this ConTen- 
tion be postponed until Monday, February 25th, at 12 o'elock M. 

A motion to lay the resolution on the table was lost by the following 
vote: 

At£S — ^Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Mi^ouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylraniay 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia— 10. 

NoKS — Connecticut^ Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
shire. Ohio, and Vermont— 10. 

The resolution was withdrawn, and Mr. Chase, of Ohio, offered the same 
resolution. 

Mr. Backus, of Ohio, offered the following substitute: 

Resolved, That the resolution heretofore passed, limiting debate on amendments that shall be 
offered to the report of the Grand Committee, be so amended as to allow the delegates who may 
desire to speak not exceeding ten minutes on each amendment. 

Mr. Chase accepted this in substitution of his own. 
A motion by Mr. Wickliffe to lay on the table resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayks — ^Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee, and Virginia— 9. 

Noes— Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
ffaire, Ohio, Penasylrania, and Vermont— 11. 

The Convention refused to lay on the table. 

The question recurring as to the adoption of said resolution, the same 
prevailed by the following vote. 

Ates— Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
shire, Ohio, Pennsylrania, and Vermont— 11. 

NoBs-^Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee, Virginia— 9. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, reported that the 
credential of J. C. Stone, as delegate from Kansas, had been duly submit- 
ted to them, examined, and approved, and he was reported as a delegate 
from that State. 

The'order of the day being the report of the Committee on Propositions 
ftnd Eesolutions, the Convention proceeded to the consideration of the 
same during the time allotted. 
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Mr. Field, of New York, rose to a question of privilege in regard to the 
adoption of the report of the Committee on, Credentials, admitting the 
member from Kansas. 

Mr. F. suggested that he was informed that the credential was issued by 
those not authcTfized to do so. 

Mr. F. moved a reconsideration of the agreement to said report. 

The motion was carried by the following vote: 

Ayes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 10. 

Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Maine Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire^ 
Ohio, Vermont— 9. 

By general consent the delegate from Iowa was asked to make his own 
statement as to the authenticity of said instrument. 

Mr. Stone stated that the credential was regularly issued, and the author- 
ities who executed the same were, under the Constitution of Kansas, the 
proper authorities; that neither the instrument nor the appointment had 
been questioned. 

Mr. Field, of KeW York, moved the adoption of the following: 

'Resolved, That the credentials of Mr. Stone, who desires to act as a Commissioner from Kan- 
sas?, be referred back to the Committee on Credentials, to report the facts conceniing hig appoint- 
ment, and whether it proceeded from the Territorial Secretary. 

Which resolution was carried. ^' ' 

According to previous order, the Convention proceeded to consider and 

vote on th6 report of the committee of one from each State, as submitted 

by Mr. Guthrie, and the amendment submitted. 

The question being on the adoption of the first section of eaid report, as 

follows : 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Section 1. In all the present territory of the United States, not embraced within the limits of 
the Cherokee treaty grant, nortli of a line from east to west on the parallel of 36 degrees 30 
minutes north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited whilst 
it shall be under a territorial government ; and in all the present territory south of said line, the 
status of persons owing service or labor as it now exists shall not be changed by law while such 
territory shall be under a territorial government ; and neither Congress nor the territorial gov- 
ernment shall have power to hinder or prevent the taking to said territory of persons held to 
labor or involuntary service, within the United States, according to the laws or usages of the 
State from which such persons may be taken,. nor to impair the rights arising out of said rela- 
tions, which shall be subject to judicial cognizance in the federal courts, according to the com- 
•mon law; and when any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Congress 
may prescribe, shall contain a population required for a member of Congress, according to the 
tlien federal ratio of representation, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admit- 
ted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, vith or without involuntary ser- 
vice or labor, as the constitution of such new State may provide. 

Section 2. Territory shall not be acquired by the United States, unless by treatyj nor, except 
for naval and commercial stations and depots, unless such treaty shall be ratified by four fifths of 
all the members of the Senate. 

Section 3. Neither the Constitution nor any amendment thereof shall be tonstrued to give 
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State or Territory of the United 
States, the relation established, or recognized by the laws thereof touching persons bound to 
labor or involuntary service therein ; nor to interfere with or abolish involuntary service in the 
District of Columbia, without the consent of Maryland and without the consent of the owners, 
or making the owners who do not consent just compensation ; nor the power to interfere with or 
prohibit representatives and others from bringing with them to the citv of Washington, retain- 
ing and taking away, persons so bound to labor; nor the power to interfere with or abolish invol- 
untary service in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those States 
end Territories where the same is established or recognized; nor the power to prohibit the 
removal or transportation, by land, sea, or river, of persons held to labor or involuntary service 
in any State or Territory of the United States to any other State or Territory thereof wnere it is 
established or recognized by law or usage; and the right during transportation of touching at 
ports, shores, and landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist. Nor shall Congrefls 
have power to authorize any higher rate of taxation on persons bound to labor than on land. 
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Srgtion i. The tkird paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of Hie Constitution 
shall not be construed to preyent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through the 
action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from 
labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

Section 5. The foreign slave trade and the importation of slaves into the United States and 
their Territories, from places beyond the present limits thereof^ are forever prohibited. 

Section 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this section six of these amend- 
ments, and the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, and 
the third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amended or 
abolished without the consent of all the States. 

Section 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner the 
full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty 
it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doin^ by violence or intimidation from 
mobs or riotous assemblages, or when, after arrest, such fugitive was rescued by force, and the 
owner thereby prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of such 
fugitive. 

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to amend the Ist section of said report 
by inserting after the word line, in clause "and in all the present territory 
south of said line," found in the 6th line, the following words, "including 
the Cherokee grant." 

Mr. Fowler, of New Hampshire, moved to amend the amendment of Mr. 
Seddon, by substituting the word excluding for including, which prevailed 
by the following vote : 

Atks — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, MaesachuQetts, New York, New Hamp- 
flhire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Vermont — 11. 

Noes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New J&$ej, North Carolina, Rhode lalaodi 
Tennessee, Virginia — ^9. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Sed- 
don, as amended, the same was lost by the following vote : 

AvEs—Connecticutf Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, MainCi Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
shire, Ohio, and Vermont — 10. 

Noes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maiyland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, and Virginia — 10. 

The question recurring as to the adoption of the original report — 
Mr. Eeid, of Korth Carolina, moved to amend eaid first section, in the 
seventh line, by inserting after the word "line," at tho end of the clause, 
"and in all the present territory south of said line," the words, "involun- 
tary servitude is recognized, and property in those of the African race held 
to service or labor in any of the States of the Union, when removed to 
such territory shall be protected, and " — ^which amendment was lost by the 
following vote : 

Ates — Virginia, North Carolina, and Missouri— 3. 

NoEs-^Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jers^, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Iowa— 17. 

The following gentlemen, dissenting from the vote of their States, asked 
to have their names recorded as voting: Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of 
Kentucky, and Mr. Dent, Maryland, aye. 

The question recurring on the original section as reported, Mr. Franklin, 
of Pennsylvania, moved to amend the first section by striking out there- 
from all after the words "United States" in the first line, and insert in 
place thereof — 

" Not embraced by the Cherokee treaty, north of the parallel of thirty-six degrees and thir^ 
minutes of north latitude, inroluntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, is prohibited. 
In aU the present territory south of that line, the status of persons held to service or labor, as it ' 
now exists, shall not be changed; nor shall any law be passed to hinder or prevent the taking of 
such persons to said territory, nor to impair the rights arising from said relation; but the sa^e 
shall be subject to Judicial GOgniacance in the federal courts, 'according io the conmion law. 

7 



50 PEACE C(M?FBRENCE REPORT. 

When any territory north or south of said line, within such bonndair as Congress may prescribe, 
shall contain a population equal to that required for a member of Congress, it shall, if its form 
of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original 
States, with or without inroluntary servitude, as the constitution of such State may provide.*' 

Mr. Curtis, of Iowa, moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Franklin 
by striking out all after the word "prohibited," (found in the third line,) 
down to, and including, the words "common law," (found in the eighth 
line,) and inserting in the place thereof, " but this restriction shall not 
apply to territory now held south of that line." 

tending the consideration of which, the Convention adjourned to t«n 
o'clock, the 23d of February. 



Washington City, February 2My 1861. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
President Tyler in the chair. 

The proceedings were opened by prayer from the Eev. Dr. Butler. 
Mr. Vandever, of Iowa, offered and moved the adoption of the follow- 
ing: 

Rnolved^ That whatever may be the ultimate determination upon the amendments of the 
Federal Constitution, or other propositions for adjustment approved by this Convention, we, 
the members, do recommend our respective States and constituencies to faithfully abide in the 
Union. 

It was moved to lay the resolution on. the table, and resulted in the fol- 
lowing vote : 

Ayes — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North (Jaro- 
Itna, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio— 11. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana, 
Illinois, Iowa — ^9. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the order of the day, 
being Mr. Curtis' amendment to Mr. Franklin's amendment to the first 
gection of the report of the Committee on Propositions and Kesolutions. 

The question on the adoption of said amendment of Mr. Curtis to strike 
out and insert, being taken, resulted in the following vote : 

Ayes — Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Iowa — 6. 
Noes — New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio— 12. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States : 

Amos Tuck, of New Hampshire. 

Erastus Corning, of New York. 

Francis Granger, of New York. 

Greene C. Bronson, of New York. 

William E. Dodge, of New York. 

David Wilmot, of Pennsylvania. 

C. P. Wolcott, of Ohio. 
Mr. Bronson moved the adoption of the following : 

Rudeed, Whereas, John E. Wool, a delegate from New York, is unable io attend the Con- 
▼ention from sickness, therefore, that he be permitted, when he does attend, or by communica- 
tion to the Secretary in writing, to have his dissent recorded as to any vote of his State. 

Agreed to unanimously. 
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The question recurring as to the adoption of the amendment of Mr. 
Franklin : 

The following amendments were proposed and accepted by Jlr. Frank- 
lin: 

1st. In the 5th line, after the word passedj (occurring in the clause, "nor 
shall any law be passed,") insert the words, /'by Congress or the TerritOr 
rial Legislature." 

2d. In the 6th line, after the word "persons," (occurring in the clause, 
"the taking of such persons,") insert, "from any of the States of this 
Union." 

3d. In the 8th line, before th^ words "common law," (occurring in the 
clause, "according to the common law,") insert the words "course of the." 

Mr. James moved to amend Mr. Franklin's amended proposition, in the 
6th line, by inserting the words "nor facilitate," after the word "prevent," 
(occurring in the clause, "to hinder or prevent.") 

The question, on agreeing to said amendment, resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ates — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa — 10. 

Nobs — New Jersej, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Cftrolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio— 10. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Wilmot moved to amend Mr. Franklin's proposition, in the 4th line, 
by inserting the word "legal" before the word "status," (occurring in the 
clause, "the status of persons held to service.") 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ates — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana 
Illinois, Iowa — ^9. 

Noes — ^Rhode Island, New Jersey, PennsyWania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car- 
olina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio — 11. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Turner moved to amend Mr. Franklin's amendment in the 5th line, 
by inserting the wofd "encourage" after the word "prevent," (occurring in 
the clause, "hinder or prevent the taking of such persons.") 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ates — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa — 10 

Noes — New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio^lO. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Goodrich, of Massachusetts, moved to amend Mr. Franklin's amend- 
ment, bv striking out firom the &^t line, the words following : "not em- 
braced by the Cherokee treaty." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ates — ^Mliine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Peonsyl- 
ranla, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa — 11. 

Noes — ^Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virgima, North Carolina, Tennesiee, 
Kentucky, Missouri— 9. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon, in behalf of President Tyler, moved to amend the amend- 
ment of Mr. Franklin, by inserting at the close of said amendment, bo as 
to follow after the clause relating to division of territory, the following : 
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All appointmentB to office in the territories lying north of the line 36 degrees and 30 minutes, 
as well before as after the establishment of Territorial governments in and over the same, or 
anj part thereof, shall be made upon the recommendation of a migoritj of the Senators repre- 
senting at the time the non-daveholdine States. And in like manner, all appointments to office 
in the territories which may lie south of said line of 36 degrees and 30 minutes shall be made 
upon the recommendation of a nuyority of the Senators representing at the time the slav^old- 
ing States. But nothing in this article shall be construed to restrain the President of the United 
States from remoring, for actual incompetency or misdemeanor in office, any person thus ap- 
pointed, and appointing a temporary agent, to be continued in office until the m^ority of Sena- 
Ion as aforesaid may present a new recommendation, or from filling any racancy whidi may 
occur during the recess of the Senate, such appointment to continue cm interim. And to insure 
on the part of the Senators the selection of the most trustworthy agents, it is hereby directed that 
all the net proceeds arising from the sales of the publie lands shall be distributed annually 
amon^ the several States, according to the combined ratio of representation and taxation ; but 
the distribution aibreeaid may be suspended by Congress in case of actual war with a foreign 
nation, or imminwt peril thereof. 

By unanimoas consent, the rule was suspended in reference to the ten 
minute rule in behalf of Mr. Tyler, (President^) who proposed to address 
the Convention. 

The question on agreeing to the proposed amendment of Mr. Seddon, 
was, on motion, divided, and the vote on the first part resulted as follows: 

ATKS—^Maryland* Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri — 5. 

Nois — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
YoriL, New Jersey, Peunsylvania, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa — 14. 

So the first part of the proposed amendment was liot agreed to. The 
second part was withdrawn. 
The following gentlemen dissented fh)m the vote of their State : 
Keverdy Johnson, of Maryland. 
Jno. W. Crisfield, of Maryland. 
Mr. McCurdy moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Franklin, by 
adding at the end thereof the words following: 

Prmid^i, That nothing in this article shall be 00 c<mstrued as to oanyany law of inyoluntary 
senritude into such Territory. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atvs— Maitte, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Conneottent, New York, Iowa— 7. 
Noes — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylrania, Delaware, Maryland, Tkginia, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana* Illinois — 13. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The foUowing gentleman dissented from th^ vote of his State : 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 
Mr. Chase moved that the Convention adjourn to Monday. 
The question on agreeing to said motion resulted in the following vote : 

Arcs — ^Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana— 5? 

NoKfH-New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, New letnej, Pennsyhrania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee^ Kentuoky> Missouri—- 13. 

So the Convention refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring on Mr. Franklin's amendment as amended, was 
determined by the following vote : 

ATEs^'Malne, NewHampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jeisey* 
Piiun^ylfaAia, Deh^wape, Maryland, Keotuckyr Ohio, Indiana, Illinois— 14. 
Noxs— Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee,' Missouri-^. 

So the amendment of Mr. Franklin was agreed to. 

It was agreed unanimously, that President Tyler inform the Hon. A. 
Lincoln, (President «lect of the United States,) that the members of this 
Convex^tUn would be happy to wait upon him at such time as would suit 
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his convenience, and that the President inform this Convention of liie 
result. 

On motion of Mr. Logan, the Convention adjoarned to 7J P. M., Feb- 
ruary 23. 



Saturday Evening, TJ o'clock. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Summers, from the Committee on Credentials, to whom was recom- 
mitted the report of said committee, as to J. C. Stone as a delegate from 
Kansas, reported the same back witJiout amendment, and recommended 
the admission of said member; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Summers, from the same committee, made a further report, that the 
credentials of the gentlemen hereafter named had been duly sulmxitted to 
and examined by said committee, and were approved by them, and they 
reported and recommended them to be admitted as delegates: 
M. F. Conway, from Kansas. 
Henry J. Adams, from Kansas. 
Thos. Bwing^ jr., from Kansas. 

Which was agreed to. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the order of the day, 
being the adoption of the 2d section of the report of Mr. Guthrie, from the 
Committee on Propositions, Ac. 

Mr. Summers, of Virginia, moved the adoption of the following as an 
amendment: To strike out all of said section, and in place thereof, insert 

No territory shall be acquired bj the United States without the concuirence of a majority of 
all the Senators from States which aUow involuntary servitudei and a majority of all the Sena- 
tors from States which prohibit that relation; nor shaU territory be acquired by treaty, unless 
the YOtee of a majority of the Senators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned, be cast 
as a part of the two-tnird nu^ority necessary to the latiiloation of such treaty. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, moved to amend the same by inserting, after 
the words "United States," in the first line, the words, "except by discov- , 
ery, and for naval and commercial stations, depots, and transit routes.'' 

Which was accepted by Mr. Summers. 

The question on the adoption of said amendment of Mr. Summers 
resulted in the following vote: 

Atks — ^Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Missouri — 9. 

Noes — Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, BU- 
Dois. Iowa, Kansas — 10. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the following as an 
amendment; to strike out the second section, and substitute in place the 
following: 

'* Territory may be acquired for naval and commercial stations, depots, and transit routes, and 
by discovery, and for no other purposes, without the concurrence of four fifths of the 8ena^*' 

The question on the adoption of Mr. Guthrie's amendment resulted in 
the following vote: 

Ates — ^New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio— 10. 

Noes— Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, North Carolina, MisBOUxi, Indi- 
ana, Illinois. Iowa — 10. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
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The following gentleman dissented from the vote of his State : 
K. M. Price, of New Jersey. 

Moved that the order of the day be suspended, in order to hear the 
report of the President in regard to the reception of Mr. Lincoln, the Pres- 
ident elect. 

Mr. Tyler informed the Convention that he had, according to request, 
communicated with Mr. Lincoln, the President elect, and that at nine 
o'clock, or any time thereafter, he would be happy to receive the members 
of the Convention. 

Mr. Wickliife, of Kentucky, moved that a committee of three be 
appointed by the President to make arrangements for the reception of the 
riiembers of the Convention. 

The President appointed as such committee : 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky; Mr. Field, of I^ew York; Mr. Chase, of 
Ohio. 

Mr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, moved a reconsideration of the vote 
on the amendment of Mr. Summers. 

Pending which, the proceedings wore suspended to hear the report of 
the committee to arrange for the reception of the members of the Conven- 
tion by Mr. Lincoln, the President elect. 

Mr. Field, in behalf of said committee, reported that Mr. Lincoln was 
then desirous of receiving the members of the Convention, at his parlor. 

Mr. Ewitig moved that the Convention adjourn to Monday, at lO o'clock, 
A. M. 



Washington City, February 25, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. President Tyler in the 
chair. 

The proceedings were opened by prayer from the Bev. Mr. Smith. 

The journal of the 23d was read and approved. 

Mr. Hackleman, on behalf of Indiana, asked to record the vote of that 
State on the amendment of Mr. Curtis, voted on on the 23d inst. 

Leave was granted. Yoted : recorded as of that day. 

The President informed the Convention that he had received certain 
resolutions, purporting to emanate from the Democratic State Convention 
of Pennsylvania, which he was asked to present, which he accordingly did, 
and requested to know what action the Convention would take on the 
same. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, stated, that as the Convention had not received 
or acted on any mere party proposition, he moved to lay the proceedings 
on the table. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Brockenbrough, of Virginia, presented certain amendments, which 
he proposed to offer at the proper time, and which he read and asked to 
have printed. 

(These have not been sent to the Secretary.^ 

The order of the day being the reconsideration of the vote taken on the 
23d on the amendment proposed by Mr. Summers, the same, by general 
consent, was passed informally for the present, subject to call. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the third section of 
Mr. Guthrie's report. 
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Mr. Guthrie moved to amend said report, in the 13tb line of this report, 
by striking out the words, "by land, sea, or river." 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr, Guthrie moved to amend the same section, in the 16th line of thig 
journal, after the word ^transportation," and insert " by sea or river." 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Hitchcock, of Ohio, moved to amend said section by striking out 
all after the word " give," in the 2d line of this journal, and insert: 

Strike out Section 3, and insert the three following : 

Section 3. Neither the Constitution, nor an j amendment thereof, shall be construed to give to 
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, within any State, the relations establisned or 
recognized by the laws thereof, touching persons held to seryice or labor therein. 

Section 4. Congress shall have no power to discharge any person held to serrice or labor in 
the District of Columbia, under the laws thereof, from such service or labor, or to impair any 
riffhts pertaining to that relation under the laws now in force within the said District, while such 
r^ation shall exist in the State of Maryland, without the consent of said State, and of those to 
whom the service or labor is due, or making to them just compensation therefor ; nor the power 
to interfere with, or prohibit, members of Congress, and officers of the Federal Government, whose 
duties require them to be in said District, from bringing with them, for personal service only, re- 
taining, and taking away perscms so held to service or labor ; nor the power to impair or abolish 
the relations of persons owing service or labor in places under the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
United States, within those States and Territories where such relations are established or recog- 
nized by law. 

Sbction 5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal or transportation of persons 
held to labor or service in any State or Territory of the United States, to any State or Territory 
tiiereof, where the same obligation or liability to labor or service is established or recognized by 
law ; and the right during such transportation, by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores, and 
landings, and of landing in case of distress, shall exist ; nor shall the Congress have power to au- 
thorize any higher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor than on land. 

Strike out Section 7, and insert — 

Section 9. Congress shall provide by law, that in aU cases where the marshal, or other officer, 
whose duty it shall be to arrest any fugitive from service or labor, shall be prevented from so 
doing by violence of a mob or riotous assemblage, or where, after arrest, such fugitive shall be 
rescued by like violence, and the party to whom such service or labor is due shall thereby b« 
deprived of the same, the United States shall pay to such party the full value of such service or 
labor. 

Mr. James moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Hitchcock by strik- 
ing out, and inserting : 

1st. No amendment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress 
the power to abolish or interfere, within any State, with the domestic institutions thereof, indud- 
ing that of persons held to labor or service by the laws of said State. 

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow- 
ing vote : 

Ates — ^Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indi- 
ana — 7. 

Noes — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, GRiio, Illinois, Kansas — 13 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Wood dissented from the vote of his State. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Hitchcock by 
striking out the words, "nor shall Congress have the power to authorize 
any higher rate of taxation on persons held to service or labor than on 
land." 

Mr. H. withdrew his proposed amendment for the present. 

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section of the original report in 
the third line, by inserting after the word " State," the words, "obstruct, 
hinder, or prevent." 
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The question on the adoption of this amendment resulted in the foflow- 
ing vote : 

Ayes — Maryland, Vimnia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentaclnr, Missouri — 6. 
Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhoae Island, Ck»nnecticat, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylyania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, lUinois, K«nto<^^P^— U. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section of the report by striking 
out the "City of Washington," in the ninth line, (this report,) and insert 
"District of Columbia." 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon offered to amend the third section of the report by inserting 
the words "and Virginia," alter the words "District of Columbia," in the 
ninth line, (of this report,) as substituted as per last agreement. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment result in the following 
vote : 

Atss— Maryland* Vii^nia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri — 5. 

Nobs — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Obio« Indiana, Illinois, Kansas— 14. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section by inserting after the 
word " exist," in the seventeenth line (of this report,) these words : "And 
if the transportation be by sea, the right of property in the person heW to' 
service or labor shall be protected by the Federal Government as other 
property." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted m the following 
vote: 

ATV-<'^^i^ida^ Nort^ Carolina, Tenne«ee» MtflBouri — 4. 

Nobs — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massaofausetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
KAnns— 17. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State : 

Mr. Doniphan, Mr. Johnson, of Missouri. 

Mr. Dent, Mr. Crisfield, of Maryland. 

Mr. Clay, Mr. Butler, of Kentucky. 
Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section by inserting after the 
word "exist," in the seventeenth line, as above, the following : 

" And the rights of transit by persons holding those of the African race to labor or service, 
in and through the States not recognizing the relations of persons held to labor or service, in 
passing with them from one State or Territory recognizing such relations to another, shall be 
secure." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

AT«»-^Viiyinia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri— 4. 

Nobs— Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, D^ware, Maryland, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, lUinois, Iowa, 
Kansas— 17. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon moved to amend the third section by inserting in the fourth 
line, (of this report,) after the word "touching," the following words: "The 
relations exi^ting between master and slave." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 
Atss— Virgmia, North Carolina, Missouri^S . 
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Nobs — ^Maine, New Hampsfafrey Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Conneotiotlt, New 
York, New Jersey, PennsyWania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana^ 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 18. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State : 
Mr. Alexander, of New Jersey. 
Mr. Dent, of Maryland. 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. 
Mr. Hall, of Vermont, moved to amend the third section of said report 
in the 10th line, (this report,) by striking out the word ^^nor^'^ and insert- 
ing in place thereof, "but the bringing into said » District of persons held 
to service for the purpose of being sold, or placed in depot to be afterwards 
transferred to any other place to be sold as merchandise, is forever pro- 
hibited^ and Congress may pass all necessary laws to make this prohibition 
effectual; nor shall Congress have" — ^ 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ayis— Miune, 17ew Hampriilre, Vermont, Massachnsetts, Connecticut, New Y<M*k, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Car- 
olina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri — 10. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State : 

Mr. Hoppin, Mr. Brown, of Khode Island. 
Mr. McCurdy, moved to amend said third section, by inserting, at the 
dose thereof, the following words : 

" Provided, that nothing in this section shall be so construed as to prevent any State in which, 
involuntary servitude is prohibited, from restraining by law the transfer of such persons, or of 
any right or interest in their services, from one individual to another, within the limits of such 
State." 

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow^' 
ing vote : 

Atxs — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 11. 

NoKs — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentudcy, Missouri — 10. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The following. gentlemen dissented from the vote of their State : 
Mr. jjogan, of Illinois. 
Mr. Palmer, of Illinois. 

Mr. Turner moved a reconsideration of the above vote, which was 
agreed to. The immediate consideration of said question was passed. 

Mr. Hitchcock proposed to insist on his amendment. 

Mr. Brown moveci to lay the amendment of Mr. Hitchcock on the 
table. 

Which was agreed to. 

M^r. Baldwin moved to strike out all after the word "exist," in the 17th 
line. ^ 

Which was not agreed to. 

Mr. Bates, of Delaware, moved to amend said section by striking out the 
word "bound," where it occurs in the 4th, 10th, 19th lines, or other places, 
and insert "held;" also to insert, after the word " held," the words "or 
service." 

Which were agreed to. 

8 
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Mr. Groesbeck moved to amend said 3d section by striking out the same, 
and inserting in place thereof the following : 

Section 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish or control within any State the relations 
established or recognized by the laws thereof, respecting persons held to service or labor thereiik 

Section 4. Congress shall have no power to legislate respecting the relation of service or labor 
in places under its exclusive jurisdiction, but within States where that relation is established or 
recognized, and while it continues, without the consent of such States ; nor abolish or impair 
such relation in the District of Columbia, without the consent of Maryland, .and compensation 
to persons to whom such service or labor is due. 

Section 5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit the removal, from an^ State or Territory, 
of persons held to service or labor therein, to any other State or Territory m which persons are 
so held ; and the right, during removal, ef touching at ports, shores, and landings, and of land- 
ing in case of distress, shall exist, but not the right of transit in or through any State or Terri- 
tonr without its consent. No higher rate of taxation shall be imposed on persons so held than 
on land. 

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow- 
ing vote : 

ArmB — New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indi- 
ana — 7. 

Noes — Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, Kansas — 12. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr; Pollock moved to amend said section by inserting after the word 
"distress," in the 17th line of this report, "but not for sale or traffic." 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Vandever moved to amend said section by adding to the section the 
following : 

Provided nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to prevent any State from prohibit- 
ing the introduction as merchandise of persons held to service or labor, or to prevent such State 
from prohibiting the transit of persons so held to service or labor through its limits. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atks — Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, Indiana, Iowa — 7. 
Noes — New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Illinois, Kansas — 14. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, asked unanimous consent to introduce the Crit- 
tenden propositions. 

Which was not given. 

Mr. Groesbeck moved to amend said third section by inserting after the 
word "traffic," the words, "but not the right of transit in or through any 
State or Territory without its consent." 

Mr. Ruffin moved to amend the amendment by substituting in lieu of 
the words, "without its consent," the words, "against its dissent." 

Which was agreed to. 

The question on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. Groesbeck resulted 
in the following vote : 

Ayes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio— 10. 

Noes — Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Illi- 
nois — 8. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The following gentleman dissented from the vote of his State : 
Mr. Alexander, of New Jersey. 
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Mr. Granger moved that when the Convention adjourns it will adjourn 
to 7^ this evening. 

The question on the adjournment resulted in the following vote : 

Ayes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusette, Connecticut, New York, Fennsjl- 
Tania, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 13. 

NoKs — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri — 6. 

So the Convention agreed to adjourn to T^i P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Chase, the Convention then adjourned. 

The Convention adjourned to 7J, P. M. 



February 25, 7i, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Smith, of New York, proposed that a committee of two be appointed 
by the Chair to arrange for the printing of the journal. 

The Chair appointed — 

Mr. Smith, of New York. 
Mr. Howard, of Maryland. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the order of the day, 
being the third section of the report. 

Mr. Hitchcock moved to amend the third section by striking out the 
words "or territory of the United States," in the third line; also to strike 
out in the third and fourth lines, (this report,) the word " involuntary." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atbs — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connectieut, New York, Peimsyl- 
Tania, Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky — 10. 

Noes — Rhode Island, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Missouri — ^9. 

So the amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. Summers called up for consideration the amendment which had 
been proposed by him on the 23d, as amended by Mr. Johnson, to the 
second section, as follows : 

" No territory shall be acquired by the United States, except by discovery and for naval and 
commercial stations, depots, and transit routes, without the concurrence of a majority of all the 
Senators from States which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority of all the Senators from 
States which prohibit that relation; nor shall territory be acquired by treaty, unless the votes of 
a majority of the Senators from each class of States hereinbefore mentioned be cast as a part 
of the two third majority necessary to the ratification of such treaty." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ates — New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir- 
ginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio — 12. 
Noes — Maine, Massacfausetta, Connecticut, Indiana, Illinois* Kansas — 6. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the fourth section of 
the report. No amendments being proposed, they proceeded to the fifth 
section. 

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to strike out all of said section. 

The question on agreeing to said motion resulted in the following vote : 

Ayes — Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri — 4. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas— 17. 
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So the Convention refVised to strike out. 

Mr. Jameg moved to amend said section by striking out the following 
words: "From places beyond the present limits ttiere(W." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atks — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Ck>nnec1icat, New 
York, New Jersey, Penniylyania, Delaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois^ Kansas— 17. 

Nox»— Virginia, North Carolina, Misaouri--3. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to amend said section by inserting, in 
the fore part of said section, the words: "The Congress shall have power 
to prohibit," and to strike out from the latter clause, the words " and for- 
ever prohibit." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atbb— Maryland, Vii^nia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Missouri — 5. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Fennsylyania, Delaware, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, lUinoiSa Iowa, Kansas— 16. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Doniphan and Mr. Johnson, of Missouri, dissent from the vote of 
their State. 

Mr. Morehead moved to amend said section by striking out and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof: 

*' The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited; and it shall be the duty of Congress to. 
pass laws to prtfrent the importation of slaves into the United States and their Territories beyond 
the HmitB thereof." 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved to amend said amendment, by 
inserting after "importation of slaves," the words "coolies, or persons held 
to service or labor." 

Which was accepted bjr Mr. Morehead. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment of Mr. Morehead resulted 
in the fbllowing vote : 

Ayks— Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Vir^nia, Nortii Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky* 
Missouri, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois — 11. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey^ Kansas — 8. 

So the amendment was agreed to 

The following gentlemen disagreed to the vote of their States : 

Mr. Hoppin, of Khode Island. 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 

Mr. Ellis, of Indiana. 

Mr. Stockton, of -New Jersey. 

Mr. , of Massachusetts, moved to strike out the whole 

section. 
The question on striking out resulted in the following vote: 

Arcs— Massachusetts, Virginia, Tennessee — 3. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, C(mnecticut, New York, New Jer- 
sey. Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, North Osirolina, Kentucky, Missouri* Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 18. 

So the Convention refused to strike out. 

The Convention proceeded to the consideration of the sixth section. 
No amendment being proposed, they proceeded to the seventh section. 
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Mr. Turner, of Illinois, moved the adoption of the following amendment 
to the seventh section, by striking out and inserting: 

"Congress shall provide by law for securing to the citizens of each State the pririleget and 
immanities of citizens qt the several States." 

Mr. Logan, of Illinois, moved to amend said amendment by inserting 
"free white** before the word "citizens." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote : 

Atss — New Jersey, Pennsylrania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois — 10. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticvt, New 
York, Iowa— 8. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana, disagreed to the vote of his State. 
The question recurring on the amendment as amended, resulted in the 
following vote : 

Ayes — None. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana — IS. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Wjlmot moved the adoption of the following as a^ amendment to 
the seventh section : 

« And Congress shall further provide by law, that the United States shall make full compen- 
sation to a citizen of any State, who in any other State shall suffer, by reason of Tiolence or 
intimidation from mobs and riotous assemblies, in his person or property, or in the deprivation, 
by Tiolence, of his rights secured by ^s Constitution.'^ 

Mr. Orth moved that the Convention adjourn, which resulted in the 
following vote : 

ATE8--Maine, Connecticut, New York, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas — 7, 
Nobs — ^New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylrania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Nortii Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio— 14. 

So the Convention refused to adjourn. 

The question recurring to agree to the amendment of Mr. Wilmot, 
resulted in the following vote : 

Ayes — Maine, Vermont, Massaehasetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, IlHnois, Iowa— 8. 
NDi»-*-Rhode IsUad, (Jonnecticnt, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virgisia, Novth Caro- 
Una, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio— 11. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr Barringer moved to an^nd the seventh section by adding at the end 
of this section the words following : 

"And in all cases in which the United States shall pay for such furtive. Congress shall also 
proTide for the collection by the United States of the amount so paid, with interest, from tiie 
county, city, or town, in which such arrest shall h&ve been prevented, or rescue made." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes — ^Virpnia, North Carolina, and Kansas — 3. 

Noes — Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, C(mnecticuf, New 
Tofk, New Jersey, Pennsylrania, Ddaware, Maryland, Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and Iowa — 17. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen disagreed to the vote of their States : 

Mr. Kent, of Maryland. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. 
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Mr. Frelinghuysen moved to amend the 7th section by adding the fol- 
lowing words : 

"CoBgress shall provide by law for securing to the citizens of «ach State the privileges immu- 
nities of citizens in the several States." 

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow- 
ing vote : 

Ayes — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New Yerk, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island Vermont, Kansas — 16. 
NoKS — ^Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tomessee, Virginia— 4. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The following gentleman dissented from the vote of his State : 
Mr. Koman, of Maryland. 

Mr. Ames, of Massachusetts, moved to amend said section by striking 
out the word "force," and inserting in place of the same the words : "like 
violence and intimidation;" which was agreed to. 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana, moved to amend said section by adding at the 
close thereof the following words : 

"And such fugitive shall then be discharged from such service, after being paid therefor.'* 

The question on the adoption of said amendment resulted in the follow- 
ing vote : 

Ayes — Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Kansas — 10. 

Noes — Connecticut, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia — 11. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Clay moved to amend said report by adding as Section 8 the follow- 
ing: 

"The second paragraph of the second section of fourth article of Constitution shall be so con- 
strued that no State shall have the power to consider and determine what is treason, felony, or crime 
in another State ; but that a person charged in any State with treason, felony, or crime, who 
shall flee from justice and be found in another State, shall, on demand of the executive author- 
ity of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State having jurisdic- 
tion of the crime." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote : 

Aybs — Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Penhsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Kansas — 16. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

At 2 o'clock, A. M., Convention adjourned to 11, A. M., on the 26th. 



Washington, February 26, 1861. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The order of the day being the reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Orth's 
amendment, 

The question as to the reconsideration of said vote resulted as follows: 

Atxs — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
shire, Ohio, Vermont, Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 10. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 
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Mr. Backus moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Orth, by substitut- 
ing the following : 

''And the acceptance of such payment shall preclude the owner from further claim to said 
fugitive.'* 

The question on the adoption of the amendment resulted as follows : 

Ates — Connecticut, Delaware^ Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland, 
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Tennessee, Vermont — 17. 

Noes — Indiana, Missouri, Virginia— 3. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the votes of their States : 

Mr. Dent, Mr. Koman, of Maryland. 

Mr. Stephens, Mr. Totten, of Tennessee, 
Mr. Bronson, of New York, moved the adoption of the following: 

"Before reaching the final question on the plan to be submitted to Congress, no member shall 
be allowed to speak more than three minutes on any proposition." 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Field moved to amend said report by adding the following : 

Section 8. The union of the States under the Constitution is indissoluble, and no State can 
secede from the Union, or nullify an act of Congres8> or absolve its citizens from their paramount 
obligation of obedience to the Constitution and laws of the United States. 

Mr. Ewing moved to lay the same on the table ; which was agreed to. 
Mr. Field moved to amend the seventh section by striking out and 
inserting the following: 

Article 1. No State shall withdraw from the Union without the consent of all tht States, 
given in a Convention of the States, convened in pursuance of an act passed by two thirds of 
each House of Congress. 

Mr. Clay raised a point of order as to this proposed amendment, and 
stated the point of order to be that the amendment was not germain to 
the subject-matter of the section. 

The President over-ruled the point of order. 

Mr. Goodrich moved to amend said amendment by inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

" And no State can secede from the Union, or nullify an act of Congress, or absolve its citi- 
zens from their paramount obligations of obedience to the Constitution and laws of the United 
States." 

The President decided the amendment not to be in order. 

Mr. Field accepted certain amendments to his. amendment, and moved 
to amend said section, by striking out and substituting the following, in 
lieu of section seven of said report : 

" It is declared to be the true intent and meaning of the present Constitution, that the union 
of the States under it is indissoluble.*' 

Mr. Buckner moved to amend the same by adding the following : 

*< But this declaration shall not be construed so as to give the Federal Government power or 
authoritv to coerce or to make war, directly or indirectly, upon a State, on account of a failure 
to comply with its obligations." 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes— Delaware, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, Vh^inia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, 
New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Kansas-*! 5. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 
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Mr. BronsoQ mov-ed to amend said amendment by striking out and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the following : 

" While we do not recognize the constitutional right of any State to secede from the Union, 
we are deeply impressed by the fact that this Government is not maintained by force, but by 
unity of origin and interest, inducing fraternal feelings between the people of different sections 
of tne country, and our labors have been directed to the end of giving a new assurance to our 
brethren, North, South, East, and West, of our determination to stand &rmly by all the compro- 
mises of the Constitution.'* 

The question on the adoption of said amendment being called without 
a vote of States, the same was not agreed to. 

The question recurring to the amendment of Mr. Field, was determined 
by the following vote : 

Ayes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Kansas — 1.0. 

NoES-^Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn* 
fylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 11. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Somes moved to amend by adding the following as section 8. 

<< That the freedom of speech, or of the press, shall not be abridged ; but ^at the people of 
any Territory of the United States shall be left perfectly free to discuss the subject of slavery.*' 

It was moved to lay the same on thje table, and resulted in the following 
vote : 

, Ates— Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Kansas — 13. 
Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Vermont — 5. 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Vandever moved to amend the same by the following section : 

• << The navigatiom of the Missisvppi river shall remain free to the people of each and aU the 
States ; and Congress shall provide by law for the protection of commerce on said river against 
ftll interference, foreign or domestic. 

It was moved to lay the same on the table, and resulted in the following 
vote: 

Atks — Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jfersey, North Carolina, New 
Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsvlvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia — 14. 
Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York«-6. 

So the amendment was laid on the table. 

Mr. Baldwin moved to strike out all the sections of the report, and in- 
sert the following : 

Whereas, unhappy differences exist, which, have alienated from each other pwtions of the peo- 
ple of the United States, to such an extent as seriously to disturb the peace of the nation and 
impair the regular and efficient action of the Government within the sphere of its constitutional 
powers and duties : 

And whereas, the Legislature of the State of Kentucky has made i4)pliQation to Congress U> 
call a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of the United States: 

And wiiereas, it is believed to be the opinion of the people of other States that amendments to 
ikke Constitution are, or may become, neoessa^ to secure to the people of the United States, of 
^ery section, the full and equal enjoyment of their rights and liberties, so far as the same may 
depend for their security and protection on the powers granted to, or withheld from t^e Genenu 
Government, in pursuance of the national purposes for which it was ordained and established : 
. This Convention does, therefore, recommend to the several States to unite with Kentucky in her 
application to Congress to call a Convention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of 
the United States, to be submitted to the Legislatures of the several States, or to, conventions 
therein, for ratification, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed by Congress, 
in accordance with the provision in the fifth article of the Constitution. 
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Th© questioa on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes— Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont — 8. 

Noes — Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New /ersc^y, North Carolina, Oh^o, 
Peuusylviiuia, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia, Kansas — 13. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen disagreed to the vote of their States: 

Mr. Bronson, of New York. 

Mr. Granger, of New York, 

Mr. Dodge, of New York. 

Mr. Corning, of New York, 

Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 

Mr. Hackleman, of Indiana. 
Mr. Seddon, of Virginia, moved to amend said report by striking out 
and inserting as follows : 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS proposing certain amendments to the Constitution of the Unit^ 

States. 

Whkrsas, Serious and alarming dissensions have arisen between the northern and sooth- - 
lern States, concerning the rights and security of the rights of the slavehotding States, and espee- 
ially their rights in the common territory of the United States; and whereas, it is eminently 
desirable and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union, 
should be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do eaual jus- 
tice to all sections^ and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which ought 
to prevail between all the citizens of the United States; therefore, 

Resolted by this Convention, that the following articles are hereby approved and submitted t« 
the Congress of the United States, with thereque^tt that they may, by the requisite constitutional 
majority of two thirds, be recommended to the respective States of the Union, to be, when raU* 
fied by conventions of three fourths of the States, valid and operative as amendments of th€ 
Constitution of the Union, 

Article 1. In all the territory of the United States now held or hereafter acquired, situate 
north of latitude thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes, slavery or involuntary Fervitudc, except 
as a punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under Territorial gov- 
ernment. In all the territory now or hereafter acquired south of said line of latitude slavery of 
the African race is liereby recognized as existing, and shall not be inttrfered with by Congress; 
but shall be protected as property by all the departments of the Territorial government during 
its continuance; and when any Territory, north or south of Said line, within such boundaries as 
Congress may prescribe, shall contain the population requisite for a member of Congress, accord- 
ing to the then federal ratio of representation of the people of the United Siates, it shall, if its 
form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with th« 
ori^innl States, with or without slavery, as the constitution of such new State may provide. 

AiiTici>s 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive juris- 
diction, and situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

Article 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia, 
BO long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the 
consent of the free white inhabitants, nor without just compensation first mtde to such owners of 
«lavef( as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit oflSc^Ini 
t>f the Federal Government or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said 
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such, during the time th^r^ 
duties may requii-e thera to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District. 

Articlr 4. Congrei« shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slavei 
from one State to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held^ 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by the s^. And if such transpqrta- 
tjon be by sea, the slaves shall be protected as property by the Federal Government. And ({le 
risht oi transit by the owners with their slaves in passing to or from one slaveholding Stt^te ^r 
Territory to another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be 
protected. And in imposing direct taxes pursuant to the Constitiition, Congress shall have no 
power to impose on slaves a higher rate of tax than on land, according to their just value. 

AKfiCLK ». That) in addition to the provisions of the third paragraph of the second section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Coiigress shall provide by law, iht^ 
the United States shall pay to the owner who shall apply for it the full value of his fugitive slave 
in all ca^Qs when the ma^hal, or other o^icer, .whofe dutv it was to arrest ^id fugitive, was y^ 
vented it<m sQ 4o|og by violence er i|itii«#ati|»Q, or wken, aC^jsr arr^est, said fugitive was fjoe- 

.9 ^ 
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oaed by force, and the owner thereby preyented and obstriwted in the pursnit of his reftie iy i^r 
file recovery of his fugitive slave, under the said clause of tlie Constitution and the laws madtf 
& pursuance thereof. And in all such cases, when the United States ^hall pay for such fugitive, 
fiiey shall reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting a tax on the county or city in which 
•aid violence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amou t to the sum paid by themr 
with the addition of interest and the costs 9f collection; and the suid county or city, after it has 
faid said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from ifae wrongs 
doers, or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive slave, in 
like manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered. 

Article 6. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the five preceding article»r 
■or the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the 
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution, and no amend- 
ment shall be made to the Constitution which will authorize or give to Congress any power to 
abolish or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or 
permitted. 

Article 7. Sec. 1. The elective franchise and the' right to hold office, whether Federal, 
State, Territorial, or municipal, shall not be ej^ercised by persons who are, in whole or in part, 
of the African race. • 

And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments 
Ifroposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come within the juris- 
diction of Congress, and may be remedied by its legislative power; and whereas, it is the desire 
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extend, to remove all just cause for the popular ' 
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability 
cf its institutions; therefore, 

1. Reiolved, That the laws now in foree for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pursu- 
ance of ^e plain and mandatory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned! a» 
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the- 
■laveholding States are entitled to the faii^hful observance and execution of those laws, and that 
they ought not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their efficiency; and that 
laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other 
niegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws. 

2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave act», or anj other constitutional 
aots of Congress, or which in their operation impede, hinder, or delay the free course and due 
execution of any of said aots, are null and void by the plaip provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. Yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and 
led to consequences which have obstructed the due admiiustration and execution of acts of Con- 
gress, and especially the aots for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby eontiibuted 
much to the discord and commotion now prevailing. This convention, therefore, in the present 
perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earnestly, to recommend the repeal 
of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections or 
explanations of tihem as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes. 

3. That the act of the eighteenth of September, eighteen hundred and fiity, commonly called 
file fugitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, men- 
tioned in the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by him, whether 
his decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clause 
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or 
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it to 
he the duty of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amended as to 
expressly limit the authority and duty to cases in which there shall be resistance, or danger of 
resistance or rescue. 

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade* and especially those prohibit- 
ulg the importation of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought to 
be thoroughly executed, and all further enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly 
jMade. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
Tote : 

AvES— Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Virginia— 4. 

Noes — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Mary hind. New Jerseyr 
New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Kansas — 16* 

8o the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Dent, of Maryland, dissented from the vote of his State. 
Mr. Clay, according to previous notice, moved to amend said report by 
striking out the same, and inserting the following: 

Whereas the Union is in danger; and owing to the unhaf py divisions existing in CoDgresSr 
.f would be difficult, jf not iin{)ossible, for tha4 body to concur, in both its branohts, by Ui# 
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requisite majority, so as to enable it either to adopt such measures of legislation, or to recom- 
mend to the States such amendments to the Constitution as are deemed necessary and proper t* • 
avert that danger; and whereas in so great an emergency, the opinion and judgment of th« 
people ought to be heard, and would be the best and surest guide to their representatives; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by law, without delay, for taking the sense of the 
people, and submitting to their vote the following resolutiuns as the basis for the final and perma- 
nent settlement; of those disputes that now disturb the peace of the country and threaten the 
existence of the Union. 

And thiit whereas, serious and alarming dissensions have arisen between the Northern and 
Southern States, concerning the rights and securitv of the rights of the slaveholding States, and 
especially their rights in the common territory of the United States; and whereas, it is eminently 
desirable and proper that those dissensions, which now threaten the very existence of this Union, 
should be permanently quieted and settled by constitutional provisions, which shall do equal jus- 
tice to all sections, and thereby restore to the people that peace and good will which ought te 
prevail between all the citizens of the United States : therefore, 

Resohed, That the following articles be, and are hereby, proposed and submitted as amend- 
ments to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid to all intents and purposet 
as part of said Constitution, when ratified by conventions of three fourths of the several States. 

Article I. In all the territory of the United States now held, or hereafter acquired, sitnale . 
north of latitude thirty -six degrees and thirty minutes, slavery or involuntary servitude, except at 
a punishment for crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under territorial govern- 
ment. In all the territory south of said line of latitude slavery of the African race is hereby 
recognized as existing, and shall not be interfered with by Congress ; but hall be protected at 
property by all the departments of the territorial government during its continuance ; and when 
any teiritory north or south of said line, within such boundaries as Congress may prescribe, shall 
contain the population requisite for a member of Cangress, according to the then federal ratio of 
representation of the people of the United States, it shall, if its foim of government be repub- 
lican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States, with or without 
llavery, as the constitution of such new State may provide. * 

Artici<e 2. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its exclusive juris* 
Miction, and situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

Article 3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slaverv within the District of Columbia* 
go long as it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Afaryland, or either, nor without the 
consent of the inhabitants, nor without just compensation first made to sucli owners of slaves 
as do not consent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit officers 
ef the Federal Government, or members of Congress, whose duties require them to be in said 
District, from bringing with them their slaves, and holding them as such during the time their 
duties m ly require them to remain there, and afterwards taking them from the District. 

Article 4. Congress shall have no power to ))rohibit or hinder the transportation of slavei 
from one Snate to another, or to a Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, 
whether that transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by the sea. And the right of transit 
by the owners with their slaves, in passing to or from one slaveholding State or Territory te 
another, between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, shall be protected. 

Article 5* That, In addition to the provisions ot the third paragraph of the second section of 
<he fourth article of the Constitution of the United States, Congress shall have power to pro- 
ride by law, and it shall be its duty so to provide, that the United States shall pay to the owner 
who shall apply for it, the full value of his fugitive slave, in all cases, when the marshal, or 
other officer, whose duty it was to arrest said fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence 
or intimidation, or when, after arrest, said fugitive was rescued by force, and the owner thereby 
prevented and obstructed in the pursuit of his remedy for the recovery of his fugitive slave, 
under the said clause of the Constitution and the laws made in pursuance thereof. And in 
all such cases, when the United States shall pav for such fugitive, they shall have the power 
to reimburse themselves by imposing and collecting a tax on the county or city in which said vio- 
lence, intimidation, or rescue was committed, equal in amount to the sum paid by them, with 
the addition of interest and the costs of collection; and the said county or city after it has paid 
said amount to the United States, may, for its indemnity, sue and recover from the wrong-doers, > 
or rescuers, by whom the owner was prevented from the recovery of his fugitive slave, in Ilk** 
manner as the owner himself might have sued and recovered 

Article 6. No future amendment of the Contitution shall affect the five preceding articles, 
nor the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, non the* 
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of said Constitution, and nO' amend- 
ment shall be made to the Constitution which will ivpthorize or give to Congress any power to 
aboli-ih or interfere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is or may be allowed or - 
permitted. 

Article 7. Sso. 1. The elective franchise and the right to hold office, whether federal, State, 
territorial, or municipal, shall not be exercised by persons who are, in whole* or iki part, of thti 
African race. 
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Sec. 2. The United States sball have power to acquire from time to t!rae, districts of country, 
in Africa and South America, for the colonization, at expense of the federal Treasury, of such 
free negroes and mulattoes as the several States may wish to have removed from thtir limits, 
and from the District of Columbia, and such other places as may be mider the jurisdiction of 
Congress. 

And whereas, also, besides those causes of dissension embraced in the foregoing amendments . 
proposed to the Constitution of the United States, there are others which come within the juris- 
diction of Congress, and may be remedied by its lefi;i8lative power; and whereas, it is the desire 
of this Convention, as far as its influence may extend, to remove all just cjiuse for the popular 
discontent and agitation which now disturb the peace of the country, and threaten the stability 
of its institutions: therefore, 

1. Resolvedt That the laws now in force for the recovery of fugitive slaves are in strict pur- 
suance of the plain and mandntory provisions of the Constitution, and have been sanctioned as 
valid and constitutional by the judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States; that the 
sTaveholding States are entitled to the faithful observance and execution of those laws, and that 
they ought not to be repealed or so modified or changed as to impair their efficiency; and that 
laws ought to be made for the punishment of those who attempt, by rescue of the slave or other 
illegal means, to hinder or defeat the due execution of said laws. 

2. That all State laws which conflict with the fugitive slave acts, or any other constitutional 
acts of Congress, or which in their operation impede, hinder, or delay the free course and duo 
execution of any of said acts, are null and void by the plain provisions of the Constitution of 
the United States. Yet those State laws, void as they are, have given color to practices, and 
led to consequences which have obstructed the due administration and execution of acts of Con- 
gress, and especially the acts for the delivery of fugitive slaves, and have thereby contributed 
much to the discord and commotion now prevailing. This Convention, therefore, in the present 
perilous juncture, does not deem it improper, respectfully and earnestly, to recommend the repeal 
of those laws to the several States which have enacted them, or such legislative corrections or 
explanations of them as may prevent their being used or perverted to such mischievous purposes. 

3. That the act of the eighteenth of September, eighteen bunded and fifty, commonly called the 
fugitive slave law, ought to be so amended as to make the fee of the commissioner, 'mintioned 
in the eighth section of the act, equal in amount, in the cases decided by him, whether his 
decision be in favor of or against the claimant. And to avoid misconstruction, the last clauso , 
of the fifth section of said act, which authorizes the person holding a warrant for the arrest or 
detention of a fugitive slave to summon to his aid the posse comitatus, and which declares it to 
be the dutv of all good citizens to assist him in its execution, ought to be so amended as to 
expressly limit the authority and duty to cases in which there shall be resistance, or danger of 
resistance or rescue. 

4. That the laws for the suppression of the African slave trade, and especially those prohibit- 
ing the importation of slaves into the United States, ought to be made effectual, and ought to 
be thoroughly executed, and all further enactments necessary to those ends ought to be promptly 
made. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes — Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia — 5. 

Noes — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana. Maine, Massachusetts, Maryland. Now 
Jersy, New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont — 14. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Dent, of Maryland, dissented from the vote of his State. 
Mr. Tuck, of New Hampshire, moved to amend &sAd report by striking 
out, and inserting as follows : 

To THE People of tHE United States : 

On the 4th day of February, 1861, in compliance with the invitation of lihe State of Vir^niA , 
oommissioners from several other States met the commissioners of that State in Conference Gon« 
vontion, in the city of Washington. From time to time, commissioners from other States appear* 
ed, appointed, as were those who first appeared) some by the Legislatures, and some by the Gav« 
emors of their respective States, until, on the 23d instant, twenty-one States were then repre* 
sented. The Convention thus constituted claims no authority under the Constitution and laws } 
Jbut deeply impressed with a sense of existing dNsensions and dangers^ proeenled to a careful 
eoBSideration of them and the'.r appropriate j^emedies, and having brought their deliberations <o 
a dose, now sabrait the I'esalt to the ^dgment of their fellow oit^ens. 

We recognize and deplore the divisions and distractions which now afflict our conntrf , ifitM> 
rnpt its prosp^lty, distbrb its pe&oe, Hnd ^dftnger the Union of the States ; but we repel tkv 
eooektsion that «ny 'aHenfttipm or dissensions eiist which are irr«eon(^i«ble» which justlff 
attempts at revolution, or which the patriotism and fratemal sentiments of the people#4M'4hf 
interests and honor of the whole natioB, will not orercomo* 
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In a coantry embracing the central and most important portion of a continent, among a people 
now numbering over thirty millions, diversities of opinion inevitably exist ; and rivalries, inten- 
sified at times by local interests and sectional attachments, must often occur ; yet we do not 
-doubt that the theory of our government is the best which is possible for this nation, that the 
Union of the States U of vital importance, and that the Constitution, which expresses the com- 
bined wisdom of the illustrious founders of the government, is still the palladium of our liber* 
ties, adequate to every emergency, and justly entitled to the support of every good citizen. 

It embraced, in its provisions and spirit, all the defense and protection which any section of 
the country can rightfully demand, or honorably concede. 

Adopted with primary reference to the wants of five millions of people, but with the wisest 
reference to future expansion and development, it has carried us onward wiUi a rapid increase of 
numbers, an accumulation of wealth, and a degree of happiness and general prosperity nev«r 
ft$tained by any other nation. 

Whatever branch of industry, or whatever staple productioQ shall become, in the possible 
changes of the future, the leading interest of the country, thereby creating unforeseen compli- 
cations or new conflicts of opinion and interest, the Constitution of the United States, properly 
understood, and fairly enforced, is equal to every exigency, a shield and defense to all in every 
time of need. If, however, by reason of n change in circumstances, or for any cause, a portion 
of the people believe they ousrht to have their rights more exactly defined or more fully explained 
m tne uonsticuiiou, it is their auty, in accoraauce witti iw provisions, to seeK^a remeuy uy way 
of amendment to that instrument ; and it is the duty of all the States to concur in such amend- 
ments as may be found necessary to insure equal and exact justice to all. 

In order, therefore, to apnounce to the country the sentiments of this Convention, refipectini^ 
not only the remedy which should be sought for existing discontents, but also to communicate to 
the public what we believe to be the patriotic sentiment of the country, we adopt the following 
resolutions : 

1st. Resolved, That this Convention recognize the well understood proposition that the Consti- 
tution of the United States gives no power to Congress, or any branch of the Federal Govern- 
ment to interfere in any manner with slavery in any of the States ; and we are assured, by 
abundant testimony, that neither of the great political organizations existing in the country con- 
templates a violation of the spirit of the Constitution in this regard, or the procuring of any 
amendment thereof, by which Congress, or any department of -the General Government, shafi 
ever have jurisdiction over slavery in any of the States. 

2d. Resoioedt That the Constitution was ordained and established, as set forth in tlie preamble, 
by the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure 
the blessings of liberty to themselves and their posterity; and when the people of any State are 
not in full enjoyment of all the benefits intended to be secured to them by the Constitution, or 
their rights under it are disregarded, their tranquility disturbed, their prosperity retarded, or their 
liberty imperiled by the people of any other State, full and adequate redress can and ought to bi^ 
provided for such grievances. 

3d. Resolved, That the Constitution of the United States, and the acts of Congress in pucsa- 
ance thereof, are the supreme law of the land, to which every citizen owes faithful obedience; 
and it is therefore respectfully recommended to the Legislatures of the several States to consider 
impartially whatever complaints may be made of acts, as inconsistent therewith, by sister States 
or their citizens, and carefully revise their statutes, in view of such complaints, and to repeal 
whatever provisions may be found to be in contravention of that supreme law. 

4th. Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the Legislatures of the several States of 
the Union to follow the example of the Legislatures of the Sttites of Kentucky and of IllinoiSr 
in applying to Congress to call a Convenr.ion for the proposing of amendments to the Constitutioe 
of the United States^ pursuant to the fifth article thereof. 

The question on agreeing to said amendment resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
diire, Vermont — 9. 

Noes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pean- 
tylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia— 11. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. Broekenbrough proposed to amend said report by what he read. 

The Chair ruled the same out of order. 

Mr. Guthrie moved that the Convention proceed to vote on the sectioni 
of the Import as am3nded, section by section ; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Elli3, of Indiana, moved so to amend the rule that the report shall 
be taken up, and each section and each distinct proposition be voted on 
separately. 
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The Chair determined the motion was out of order. 

Mr. Guthrie moved the adoption of the 1st section, as follows : 

ARTICLE 13. 

Section 1. In all the present territory of the United States, north of the parallel of thirty-six 
degrees and thirty minutes of north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment of crime, 
is prohibited. In all the present territory south of that line, the status of persons held to invol- 
untary service or labor, as it now exists, shall not be changed ; nor shall any law be passed by 
Congress or the Territorial Legislature to hinder or prevent the taking of such persons from any 
•f the States of this Union to said teiTiiory, nor to impair the rights arising from said relation; but 
the same shall be subject to judicial cogniziince in the federal courts, according to the course of 
the common law. When any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary as Con- 
gress may prescribe, shall contain a population equal to that required for a member ol Congress, 
it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the constitution of such 
€tate may provide. 

The question on agreeing to said section resulted in the following vote; 

Ayes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ten- 
Bessee — 8. 

Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, North Caro- 
lina, New Hampshire, Vermont, Virginia — 11. 

So the section was not agreed to. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States: 

Mr. Ruffln and Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Totten, of Tennessee. 

Mr. Coalter and Mr. Hough, of Missouri. 

Mr. Bronson, Mr. Corning, Mr. Dodge, Mr. "Wool, and Mr. Granger, of 
ITew York. 

Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Rives and Mr. Summers of Virginia. 

Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Logan, of Illinois. 

A reconsideration of said vote was called by Illinois, and agreed to — 14 
16 5. 

Pending the consideration of said section, Mr. Granger moved an 
adjournment to half-past 7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Convention then adjourned. 



7^ o'clock, p. m. 

The Convention assembled according to adjournment. 
Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved the Convention adjourn to 10 o'clock, 
ihe 27th. 

Which was agreed to — ayes 17, noes 5. 
So the Convention adjourned. 



Washington City, February 27, 1861. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
President Tyler in the chair. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer from the Rev. Dr. Gurley. 
The order of the day was the adoption of the first section. 
Mr. Guthrie moved the adoption of the first section of the report, as 
amended, and reading as follows : 
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Section 1. In all the present temtorv of the United States, n«rth of the parallel of thirty-six 
defrrees and thirty minutes of north latitude, involuntary servitude, except in punishment o€ 
crime, is prohibited. In all the present territory south oV that lint-, the status of persons held 
to involuntary service or labor, as it now exists, sliall not be changed; nor shall any law be passed 
by Congress or the Territorial Legislature to hinder or prevent the talcing of such pers ais from 
Any of the States of this Union to said territory, nor to impair the rights arising from said rela- 
tion; bur the same shall be subject to judicial cognieaoce in the federal courts, according to th« 
course of the common law. When any territory north or south of said line, within such boundary 
as Congress may prescribe, shall contain a population equal td that required for a member of 
Congress, it shall, if its form of government be republican, be admitted into the Union on aa 
equal footing with the original States, with or without involuntary servitude, as the constitudua 
of such State may provide. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ayrs — Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, PemisylTania, Rhode Island* 
Tennessee — ^9. 

Noes — Connecticut, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Hampdiire, VermOEtt 
Virginia — 8. 

So the section was adopted. 

On calling New York, the members stated that one of their number w»i 
absent, and the delegation w^ere divided. Inquiry was made of the Presi- 
dent whether an alisent member could vote. The President decided h« 
could not, without general leave. 

New York, Indiana, and Kansas were divided. 

When Indiana was called to vote on the first section, Mr. Hackelmam 
rose and said : 

The Commissioners of Indiana were appointed "by virtue of resolutions passed by the Legisla- 
ture of that State, which rec^uired them to report to' the Legislature any proposition before voting 
for it finally, so as to commit the State. It is impossibly to obtain the time to submit the pro- 
posed amendments to the Legislature of Indiana for its approval or rejection. Indiana, therefor«^ 
declines to vote. 

Indiana having declined to vote, Mr. T. C. Slaughter asked to have hk 
individual vote entered in the affirmative on first section. 

Mr. Ellis, of Indiana, for the reason stated above, asked to have hii 
individual vote entered in the negative on the first section. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States: 
Mr. Clay and Mr. Butler, of Kentucky. 
Mr. Baffin and Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina. 
Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Totten, of Tennessee. 
Mr. Cook, of Illinois. 
Mr. Rives and Mr. Summers, of Virginia. 
Mr. Chase and Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio. 
Mr. Guthrie moved the adoption of the second section of the report, at 
amended, and reading as follows: 

Section 2. No territory shall be acquired by the United States, except by discovery, and fer 
naval and commercial stations, depots, and transit routes, without the concurrence of a majori^ 
of all the Senitor? from Stites which allow involuntary servitude, and a majority of all tno 
Senator.") from States which prohibit thU relation; nor shall territory be acquired by treaty^ 
unles4 the votes of a majority of the Senators from each class of States hereinbefore meutioneii 
be cast as a part of the two thirds majority necessary to the ratification of such treaty. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ayes — Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvanii^ 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — li. 

NoEs—Gonnecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Maine, Massaehusettt, North Carolina, New Hampshirf^ 
Vermont— 8. 
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New York and Kansas were divided. 

So the section was adopted. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States: 

Mr. Meredith and Mr. Wilmot, of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. EuflSn and Mr. Morebcad, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Tyler, of Yirginia. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. 

Mr. Hackelman and Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 
Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the third section of 
the report, as amended, and reading as follows : 

Sbction 3. Neither the Constitution, nor any amendment thereof, shall be construed to give 
Congress power to regulate, abolish, or control, with.n any St ite, the relation established or recog- 
nized by the laws thereof touching persons held to laborer involuntary service therein, nor to 
interfere with or abolish involuntary service in the District of Columbia without the consent of 
Maryland and without the consent of the owners, or making^ the owners who do not consent just 
compensation; nor the power to int^fereVita or prohioit kepreseuta lives and oiliers irum Oriiig- 
lA'g with them to the District of Columbia, retaining, and tiking away, persons so held to labcr 
or service; nor the power to interfere with or abolish involuntary service in places under the 
exclusive jurisdiction of the United States within those States and Territories where the same ia 
established or recognized; nor the power to prohibit the removal or transportation of persons 
heid to labor or involuntary service in any State or Territory of the United States to any other 
Slate or Territory thereof where it is established or recognized by law or usage; and tHe right 
durirg transportation, by sea or river, of touching at ports, shores, and landings, and of landing 
in case of distress, shall exist; but not the right of transit in or through any State or Territory, 
er of sale or traffic, against the laws thereof. Nor shall Congress have power to authorize any 
higher rate of taxation on persons held to labor or service than on land. 

The bringing into the District of Columbia of persons held to labor or service for sale, or 
placing them in depots to be afterwards transferred to other places for sale as merchandise, is 
{prohibited. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
VVte: 

Ayes — Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio» 
'J^ennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 12. 

Noes — Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont — 7. 

' New York and Kansas were divided. 
So the section was adopted. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States: 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky. 
Mr. Cook, of Illinois. 
Mr. Slaughter, of Indiana. • 

Mr. Chase and Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio. 
Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the fourth section of 
the report, as amended, and reading as follows: 

Section 4. The third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article of the Constitu- 
tion shall not be construed to prevent any of the States, by appropriate legislation, and through 
the action of their judicial and ministerial officers, from enforcing the delivery of fugitives from 
labor to the person to whom such service or labor is due. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ayes — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentuclcy, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey* 
Korth Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, Virginia — 15. 
Noes — Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire— 4. 

New York and Kansas were divided. 

So the section was adopted. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States : 

Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticut. 

Mr. Haekleman, Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 

Mr. Chase, Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio. 
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Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the fifth section of the 
report, as amended, and reading as follows : 

Section 5. The foreign slave trade is hereby forever prohibited ; and it shall be the duty of 
Congress to pass laws to prevent the importation of slaves, coolies, or persons held to service or 
labor, into the United States and the Territories from places beyond the limits thereof. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote: 

Ates — Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, 
New York, New Hampshire, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Vermont, and 
Kansas — 16. 

Noes — Iowa, MainOi Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Virginia^-^. 

So this section was adopted. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States : 
Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticut. 

Mr. Kuffin, Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina. 
Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Chase, of Ohio. 
Mr. Hackleman, Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 
Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the sixth section of 
the report as amended, and reading as follows : 

Section 6. The first, third, and fifth sections, together with this section of these amendments, 
and the third paragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, and the 
third paragraph of the second section of the fourth article thereof, shall not be amended or 
abolished without the consent of all the States. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ayes — Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Tennessee, Kansas — 11. 

Noes — Connecticut, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Carolina, New Hampshircu 
Vermont, Virginia — 9. 

New York was divided. 

So this section was adopted. 

The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States : 

Mr. Kuffin, Mr. Morehead, of North Carolina. 

Mr. Wolcott, Mr. Ch^se, of Ohio. 

Mr. Cook, of Illinois. 

Mr. Summers, Mr. Eives, of Virginia. 
Mr. Guthrie, of Kentucky, moved the adoption of the seventh section 
of the report, as amended, and reading as follows : 

Sectiom 7. Congress shall provide by law that the United States shall pay to the owner thft 
full value of his fugitive from labor, in all cases where the marshal, or other officer, whose duty 
it was to arrest such fugitive, was prevented from so doing by violence or intimidation from mob^ 
or riotous assemblages, or when, After arrest, such fugitive was rescued by like violence or in- 
timidation, and the owner thereby deprived of the same ; and the acceptance of such payment 
shall preclude che owner from further claim to such fugitive. Congress shall provide by law for 
securing to the citizens of each State the privileges and immunities of citizens in the several 
States. 

The question on the adoption of said section resulted in the following 
vote : 

Ayes — Delaware Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, New Hampshire, Ohio» 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Kanses — 12. 
Noes— Connecticut, Iowa, Miine, Missouri, North Carolina, Vermont, Virginia — 7. 

New York was divided. 

So this last section was adopted. 

10 
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The following gentlemen dissented from the vote of their States: 
Mr. EuflSn, of North Carolina. 
Mr. Morehead, of Korth Carolina. 
Mr. Totten, of Tennessee. 
Mr. Hackleraan, of Indiana. 
Mr. Orth, of Indiana. 
Mr. Chase, of Ohio. 
Mr. Wolcott, of Ohio. 
Mr. Chase called for the consideration of the seven propositions as a 
whole collectively. 

The President decided that the Convention, having gone through, 
amended, and adopted said sections in severalty, and then having deter- 
mined and passed on the same as amended in severalty, the whole were 
adopted, and no further vote could be taken. 
^ Mr. Chase appealed from the decision of the President. 
The President stated his decision. 
Mr. Chase withdrew his appeal. 

Mr. Franklin, of Pennsylvania, moved the adoption of the following 
rtsolution : 

Rfisolnedf Ap the sense of this Convention, that the highest political duty of every citizen of 
the United States is his allegiance to the Federal Government, created by the Constitution of the 
United State*, and that no State of this UnioA has any constitutional right to secede therefrom, 
or to absolve the citizens of such State from their allegiance to the Government of the United 
States. 

Mr. Barringer moved to lay the resolution on the table. And the vote 
by States resulted as follows : 

Ayfs — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Ten- 
nessee, Virginia — 9. 

Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Hamp- 
fbire, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Kansas — 12. 

The Convention refused to lay on the table. 

Mr. Coalter, of Missouri, offered the following as an amendment and 
substitute : 

The term of oflBce of all Presidents and Vice Presidents of the United States hereafter elected 
shall be six years ; and any person once elected to either of said offices shall ever after be in- 
eligible to the same office. • 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Seddon moved to amend by striking out and inserting his second 
set of amendments, as follows: / 

To secure concert and promote harmony between the slaveholding and non-slaveholding see- 
tions of the Union, the assent of the m»jt>rity of the Senators from the slaveholding States, and 
of the majority of the Senators from the non-slaveholding States, shall be requisite to the valid- 
ity of all actiim of the Senate, on which the ayes and noes may be called by five Senators. 

And on a written declaration, signed and presented for record on the j«)urnal of the Senate 
by a m'jority of the Senators from either the non-slaveholding or slaveholding States, of theisr 
want of confidence in any officer or appointee of the Executive, exercising functions exclusively 
or continuously within the class of States, or any of them, which the signers represent, then such 
officer shall be removed by the Executive; and if not removed at the expiration of ten days 
from the presentation of such declaration, the office shall be deemed vacant, and open to new 
appointment. 

The connection of every State with the Union is recognized as depending on the continuing 
assent of its people, and compulsion shall in no case, nor under any form, be attempted by the 
government of the Union against a State acting in its collective or organic capacity. Any State» 
by the action of a convention of its people, assembled pursuant to a law of its Legislature, it 
hAd entitled to dissolve its relation to the Federal Government, and withdraw fi-om the Union; 
and, on due notice given of such withdrawal to the Executive of the Union, he shall appoint 
two commissioners, to meet two commissioners to be appointed by the Governor of the State» 
whO} with the aid, if needed from the disagreement of the commissioners, of an umpire, to be 
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•elected by a mijority of them, shall equitably adjudicate and detennme finally a partition of th« 
rights and obligations of the withdmwing State; and such adjudication and partition being 
accomplished, the withdrawal of such State shall be recognized by the Executive, and announced 
by public proclamation to the world. 

But such withdraw'aig State shall not afterwards be re-admitted into the Union without th« 
assent of two thirds of the States constituting the Union at the time of the proposed re-admisr 
•ion. 

The amendments were laid on the table, with leave to have them placed 
on the journal. 

The question recurring to the amendment proposed by Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. EuflSn moved to postpone the consideration of the same indefi- 
nitely; and the same was postponed, by the following vote: 

Ayes — Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Rhodt 
Island, Tennessee, Virginia — 10. 
Noes — Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Pennsylrania — 7. 

New York was divided. 

Mr. Duncan, of Ehode Island, dissented from the vote of his State. 

Mr. Ames dissented from his State. 

Mr. Guthrie oflPered the following preamble. 

To THE Congress of the United States: 

The Convention assembled upon the invitation of the State of Virginia to adjust the unhappy 
differences which now disturb the peace of the Union and threaten its continuance, make known 
to the Congress of the United States that theii* body convened in the city of Washington on th« 
4th instant, and continued in session until the 27th. 

There were in the body, when action was taken upon that which is here submitted, one hun- 
dred and thirty-three commissionei-s, representing the following States: Maine, New Hiimpshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pinnsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas. 

They have approved what is herewith submitted, and respectfully request that your honorable 
body will submit it to conventions in the States as an article of amendment to the Coustitution 
of the United Stated. 

Mr. Eandolph moved that the preamble be adopted, and that the same, 
together with the seven propositions, be authenticated by the President 
and Secretary, and the same should be presented by President Tyler to 
the Senate and House of Representatives, and ask the passage thereof. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Barringer moved that the injunction of secrecy against speaking of 
the action of the Convention, or the publication of its proceedings, be now 
removed. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Johnson, of Missouri, asked leave to offer and have placed in this 
journal, the following: 

Resolved, That while the adoption, by the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama* 
Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, of ordinances declaring the dissolution of their relations with 
the Union, is an event deeply to be deplored, and while abstaining from any judgment on their 
conduct, we would express the earnest hope that they may soon see cause to resume their hon- 
^ored places in this confederacy of States ; yet to the end that such return may be facilitated, 
and from the conviction that the Union being formed by the assent of the people of the respec- . 
tive States, and being compatible only with freedom, and the republican institutions guarantied 
to each, cannot and ought not to be maintained by force, we deprecate any eflFort by the Federal 
Government to coerce, in any form, the said States to re-union or submission, as tending to irre- 
parable breach, and leading to incalcuable ills; and we earnestly invoke the abstinence from all 
counsels or measures of compulsion towards them. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. Pollock, on b«half of the Committee on Finance, reported that they 
had examined into the expenses necessary to be met b}^ the Convention. 
That the printing of the journal would be done by the city. They have 
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found that the ajrgregate amount will be $735. The portion of each Stat© 
is consequently $35, if the Convention decide to make an equal instalment 
upon all the States. 
Mr. Brown moved the adoption of the following: 

Resohedt That the report of the committee be received and accepted; that the committee \f$ 
continued, and requested to make the necessary disbursementsj and that the States now pay 
over the sum assessed to the chairman. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Loomis, of Pennsylvania, sent to the Secretary's table and caused 
to be read the following letter : 

Crafts J. Wright, Esq., 

Secretary Conference Convention : 

Sir : Please inform the Convention that we have tendered, free of charge, the use of our hall 
and lights, which they have occupied. We hope the use may be sanctified by restoring peace 
to Uiw cuiou. f* cro, roopGCllu^i^ , ^v.., 

FoRUARY 23, 1861. J. C. & H. A. WILLARD. 

Whereupon Mr. Loomis offered and asked the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

f Resolved^ That the thanks of this Convention are justly due, and are hereby given, to the 
Messrs. Willard for the liberal and generous tender, free of charge, of the use of the hall and 
the lights for the purposes expressed in their letter to the Secretary ; and thttt the Secretary be 
requested to communicate to them a copy of this resolution. 

Which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Dodge, of New York, moved the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are justly due, and are hereby given, to the 
Mayor and Council of the city of Washington, for their kindness and liberality to the members 
of this Convention, in defraying so large an amount of their expenses for printing and stationery, 
and also for the officers to protect this hall and the members from intrusion whilst in session, and 
that the Secretary be requested to communicate the same to said parties. 

Which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Eandolph moved that the thanks of the Convention are justly 
due and be given to the clergj^ of the city, for their kind services during 
the Convention; which was unanimously agreed to. 

The thanks of the Convention were presented to the Secretary and his 
assistants. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved the adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the President for the dignified 
and impartial manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of this body. 

Which was unanimously agreed to: whereupon President Tyler returned 
to the Convention appropriate thanks. 

Mr. Wickliffe, of Kentucky, moved that the Convention now close its 
Bcssion and adjourn ; that they informally meet and take parting leave of 
each other at 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Brown moved to amend the same by now adjourning without day] 
which was carried by the following vote : 

Ayes — Delaware, Illinois, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Rhode Island, Tennesseei 
Vermont — 9, 
Noes — Connecticut, Indiana, Missouri, North Carolina, Pennsylvania — 6. 

So the Convention adjourned without day. 

Note. — The proposition of Judge Brockenbrough which was to be placed on the journal, hai 
DOt been sent to the Secretary by Judge B. 
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Washington Citt, March 9^A, 1861. 

The undersigned hereby certifies that the foregoing Journal, printed by 
McGill & Witherow, has been printed from the original manuscript Jour- 
nal of the Conference Convention, wl\ich began its session in this city 
February 4th, and terminated February 27th, 1861, and that the said 
printed copy has been carefully compared with the original papers, and 
found to be accurate. CRAFTS J. WRIGHT, 

Secretary, 
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APPENDIX. 



The delegates from the several States presented the foUowing as the resolutions of their 
r«npective States, to be considered by the Convention; which were ordered to be printed, and 
Mftde part of the journal : " 

, TEXXESSEE. 

RESOLUTIONS proposing amendmonts to the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tenne^ee, That a Convention of delegated 
from all the slaveliolding States should assemble at Nashville, Tennes?ee, or such other place aa 
'JL majority of the States co-operating may designate, on the 4th day of February, 1B61, to digest 
and define a basis upon which, if possible, the Federal Union and the constitutional rights of 
the slave States may be perpetuated abd preserved. 

Resolved, That the General Assembly of the State of Tennessee appoint a number of delegates 
t» said Convention, of our ablest and wisest men, equal to our whole delegation in Congress; 
and that the Governor of Tennessee immediately furnish copies of these resolutions to the 
Governors of the slaveholding States^ and urge the participation of such States in said Conven- 
tion. ^ 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, such plan of adjustment should 
embrace the following propositions as amendments to the Constitution of the United States : 

1. A declaratory amendment that African slaves, as held under the institutions of the slave- 
holding States,'Bhall be recognized as property, and entitled to the steftus of other property, in 
the States where slavery exists, in all places within the exclusive jurisdiction of Congress in the 
slave States, in all the Territoriea south of 36° 30', in the District of Columbia, in transit, and 
whilst temporarily sojourning with the owner in the non-vslaveholding States and Territoriea 
Borth of 36° 30', and when fugitives from the owner, in tbe several places above named, as well 
as in all places in the ex<;iusive jurisdiction of Congress in the non-slaveholding States. 

2. That all the territory now owned, or which may be hereafter acquired, by the United States 
south of the parallel of 56° 30', African slavery shall be recognized as existhig, and be protected 
by all the departments of the Federal and Territorial Governments, and in all north of that line, 
BOW owned, or to be acquired, it shall not be recognized as existing; and whenever States formed 
•ut of any of said territory south of said line, having a population equal to that of a congressional 
district, shall apply for admission inta the Union, the same shall be admitted as slave States, 
whilst States notth of the line, formed out of said territory, and having a population equal to a 
eongressional district, shall be admitted without slavery ; but the StJites formed out of said 
territory north and south haVing been admitted as members of the Union, shall have all the 
powers over the institution of slavery possessed by the other States of the Union. 

3. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery in places under its Exclusive jurisdiction, 
•ad situate within the limits of States that permit the holding of slaves. 

4. Congress shall have no power to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia, as long 
«s it exists in the adjoining States of Virginia and Maryland, or either, nor without the consent 
•f the inhabitants, nor without just compensation made to such owners of slaves as do not 
oimsent to such abolishment. Nor shall Congress at any time prohibit the officers of the Federal 
Government, or membt^rs of Con^^ress whose duties require them to be in said District, from 
krinfting with them their slaves, and huldipg them as such, during the time their duties may 
require them to remain there, and afterwai-ds take them from the District 

5. Congress shall have no power to prohibit or hinder the transportation of slaves from one- 
State to another, or the Territory in which slaves are by law permitted to be held, whether thai 
transportation be by land, navigable rivers, or by seas. 

6. In addition to the Fugitive Slave clause, provide that when a slave has been demanded of 
the Executive authority of the State to which he has fled, if he is not delivered, and the owner 
iwrmitted to carry him out of the State in peace, the State so failing to deliver shall pay to the 
owner the value of such slave, and such damages as he may have sustained in attempting to 
reclaim his slave, and secure his right of action in the Supreme Court of the United States, with 
execution against the property of such State and the individuals thereof. 

7. No future amendment of the Constitution shall affect the six preceding articles, nor the third 
jKiragraph of the second section of the first article of the Constitution, nor the third paragraph 
•f the second section of the fourth article of the Constitution ; and no amendments shall be 
Made to the Constitution, which will authorize or give to Congress any power to abolish or inter- 
fere with slavery in any of the States by whose laws it is, or may he, allowed or permitted. 
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8. That slave property shall be rendered secure in transit through, or whilst teraporarilj 
Bojoarning in, non-slaveholding Statea or Territories, or in the District of Columbia. 

9. An amendment to the effect that all fugitives are to be deemed those offe tiding the laws 
within the jurisdiction of the State, and wbq escape tlierofrom to other States ; and that it^is th« 
duty of each State to suppress armed invasions of another State. 

Resolvedt That said Convention of the shiveholding States having agreed upon a basis ®f 
adjustment satisfactory to themselves, should, in the opinion of this General Assemblv, refer it 
to a Convention of all the States, slaveholding and non-slaveholding, in the manner following : 
' It should invite all States friendly to such plan of adjustment, to elect delegates in such man- 
ner as to reflect the popular will, to assemble in a Constitutional Convention of all the Stales 

North and South, to be held at Richmond, Virginia, on the day of Febru?iry, 1861, t«, 

revise and perfect such plan of adjustment, for its reference for final ratification and adoption 
by a Convention of the States respectively. 

Resolved, That should a plan of adjustment, satisfactory to the South, not be acceded to by 
a requisite number of States to perfect amendments to the Constitution of the United State*, 
it is the opinion of this General Assembly that the slaveholding States should adopt for them- 
selves the Constitution of the United States, with such amendments as may be satisfactory to the 
slaveholding States, and that they should invite into the Union with them all States of the North 
which are willing to abide such amended Constitution and frame of Government, severing at once 
all connections with Slates refusing such reasonable guarantees to ©ur future safety; such renewed 
conditions of Fedei'al Union being first submitted for ratification to Conventions of all the States 
respectively^ 

Resolved, That the Governor of the State of Tennessee furnish copies of these resolutions 
immediately to the Governors of the non-slaveholding States. « 



OHIO. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS of the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, relative to the appoint- 
ment of Commissioners to the Convention to meet in Washington on the 4th of February, 
proximo. Passed January 30, 1861. 

Whereas, The Commonwealth of Virginia has appointed five Commissioners to meet in the 
city of Washington on the 4th day of February next, with similar Commissioners from oiher 
States, and, after full and free conference to agree, if practicable, upon some adjustment of the 
unhappy difficulties now dividing our country, which may be alike satisfactory and honorable to 
the States concerned ; therefore, be it 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio, That the Governor, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empowered to appoifat five 
Commissioners to represent the State of Ohio in said Conference. 

Resolved, That while we are not prepared to assent to the terms of settlement proposed by 
Virginia, and are fully satisfied that the Constitution of the United States as it is, if fairly inter- 
preted and obeyed by all sections of our country, contains ample provisions within itself "for the 
correction of all evils complained of, yet a disposition to reciprocate the patriotic spirit of a sister 
State, and a sincere desire to have harmoniously adjusted all differences between us; induce us to 
favor the appointment of the Commission as requested. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit without delay a copv of these resoiuHoHS 
to each of the Commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid, to the end that tney may repair to the 
City of Washington, on the day hereinbefore natned, to meet such Commissioners as may be 
appointed by any of the States in accordance with the aforesaid propositions of Virginia. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, it will be wise and expedient to 
adjourn the proposed Convention to a later day, and that the CommisfHoners to be appointed as 
aforesaid, are requested to use their influence in procuring an adjournment to the 4th day of 
April next. 

KENTUCKY. 

RESOLUTIONS appointing Commissioners to attend a Conference at Washington City, Feb- 
ruary 4th, in accordance with the Invitation of the Virginia Legislature. 

Whereas, The General Assembly of Virginia, with a view to make an effort to preserve the 
Union and the Constitution in the spirit in which they were established by the fathers of the 
Republic', have, by resolution, invited all the States who are willing to unite with her in an 
earnest effbrt to adjust the present unhappy controvei'sies, to appoint Commissioners to meet <m 
the 4th of February next, to consider, and if practicable, agree upqn some suitable adjustment — 

Resolved, That we heartily accept the invitation of our Old Mother Virginia, and that th« fol- 
lowing six Commissioners, viz: Wm. O. Butler, Jas. B. Clay, Joshua F. Bell, C. S. Morehead, 
Jas. Guthrie, and Chas. Ai Wickliffe, be appointed to represent the State of Kentucky in the 
contemplated Conyention, whose duty it shall be to repair to the city of Washington, on the day 
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i^eignated, to meet such Commissioners as may be appointed bj anj of the States in accordance 
•with the foregoing invitation. 

Resolved, That if said Commissioners shall agree upon anj plan of adjustment requiring 
amendments to the Federal Constitution, they be requested to commimicate the proposed amend- 
ments to Congress, for the purpose of having the same submitted by that body, according to th« 
forms of the Constitution, to the several States for ratification. 

Resolved, That if said Commissioners cannot agree in an adjustment, or if agre^ng, Congresa 
ihall refuse to submit for ratification such amendments as they may propose, the Cpmmissionen 
of this State shall immediately communicate the result to the Executive of this Commonwealth, 
lo be bv him laid before this General Assembly. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the General Assembly of Kentucky, the propositiona 
•mbraced in the resolitions presented to the Senate of the United States by the Hon. John J. 
Crittenden, so construed that the first article proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States shall apply to all the territory of the United States now held or hereafter 
acquired south of latitude 36 d<dg. and 30 min., and provide that slavery of the African race shall 
be effectually protected as property herein during the continuance of the Territorial Government; 
and the fourth article shall secure to the owners of slaves the right of transit with their slave* 
between and through the non-slaveholding States and Territories, constitute the basis of such an 
adjustment of the unhappy controversy which now divides the States of this Confederacy, a« 
▼ould be acceptable to the people of this Commonwealth. 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, requested to communifcate information of 
tiie foregoing appointment to the Commissioners above named, at as early a day as practicable, 
and that he also communicate copies of the foregoing resolutions, to the Balecutives of the respec- 
iiTe States. 



INDIANA. 

A JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing the Governor to appoint Comnnaeioneq? to meet thoM 
lent by other States in Convention on the state of the Union. 

Whereas, The State of Virginia has transmitted to this State resolotiotis adopted by her 
General Assembly, inviting all such States as are willing to unite with her in an earnest effort to 
adjust the unhappy controversies, in the spirit in which the Constitution was originally formed, to 
lend Commissioners to meet those appointed by that State in Convention, to be held in the city 
•f Washington, on the fourth day of February next, to consider, and if possible, to agree upon 
■ome suitable adjustment : 

And whereas, some of the States to which invitations were extended by the State of Virginia 
kave already responded and appointed their Commissioners: therefore, 

Resolved hy the General Assembly of the State of Indiana, That we accept the invitation of 
the State of Virginia, In the true spirit of fraternal feeling, and that the Governor of the State 
ig hereby directed and empowered to appoint five Commissioners to meet the Commissioner! 
appointed by our sister States, to consult upon the unhappy differences now dividing the country; 
but the said Commissioners shall take no action that will commit this State until nineteen of the 
States are represented, nor without first having communicated with this General Assembly in 
regard to such action, and having received the authority of the same so to commit the State. ' 

Resolved, That while we are not prepared to assent to the terms of settlement proposed by tba 
State of Virginia, and are fully satisfied that the Constitution, if fairly interpreted and obeyed, 
contains ample provision within itself for the correction of the evils complained of; dtiU, with a 
dispoe^t^oT' f^ »*?'^'p-oc*«te the pat^ioHr desire of the 8t4»t^ of Virmnia. and to h*«*rA b«u>nH>niously 
adjusted all differences existing between the States of the Union, this General Assembly it 
induced to respond to the invitation of Virginia, by the appointment of the Commissioners here- 
in provided for; but as the time fixed for the Convention to assemble is so near at hand that the 
States cannot all be represented, it is expected that the Commissioners on behalf of this State 
will insist that the Convention adjourn until such time as tiie States shall have an opportunity 
ef being represented. 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor, be requested to transmit copies of these resole- 
Mona to the Executives of each of the States of the Union. 



DELAWAEE. 
JK)INT RESOLUTIONS appointing Commisslonere. 

Whereas, The State of Virginia has recommended the holding of a Convention of Delegates 
.from all the States of the Union, at the City of Washington, on the 4th day of February next, 
lor the purpose of taking into consideration and perfectmg some plan of adjusting the matters 
ef controversy now so unhappily subsisting in the family of States, and has appointed five Com- 
fliijssioners to repregeat the people of that CommonweaU)i in said Convention ; and 
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Whereas, the people of the State of Delaware regard the preservation, of the Union as para- 
mount to any political consideration, and are fixed in their determination that Delaware, the first 
to adopt the Federal Constitution, will be the last to do any act tending to destroy the integrity 
ffl the Union; therefore, , . 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the ^tate of Delaware in General 
Assembly met, That the Hon. George B. Rodney, Daniel M. Bates, Esq., Dr. Henry Ridgley, 
Hoti. John W. Houston, and William Caimon, Esq., be, and they are hereby, appointed Com- 
missioners, on behalf of the State of Delaware, to represent the people of said State in the Con- 
Tention to be held at WashingtojQ, on the fourth day of February ne?;t. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this General Assembly, the people of Delaware are thor- 
oughly devoted to the perpetuity of the Union, and that the Commissioners appointed by the 
foregoing resolution are expected to emulate the example s^t by the immortal patriots who 
framed the Federal .Constitution, by sacrificing all minor considerations upon the altar of the 
Union. , 

Resolved further. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to furnish a copy of the 
itM:lve preamble and resolutions to each of the Commissioners herein and hereby appointed* duly 
attested under the great seal of the State. ' 

Resolved further. That immediately upon the adoption of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tions, it shall be the duty of the Clerk of the House to transmit to the Secretary of State a copy 
thereof, certified by him; and when the Secretary of State shall have received* said copy sO cer- 
tified, it shall be evidence that said preamble and resolutions were duly adopted by this General 
A^isembly. 

ILLINOIS. 

Whirxai, Resolutions of the State of Virginia have been connnunicated to the General 
Assembly of this State, proposing the appointment of Commissioners by the several States to 
meet in convention, on the 4th day of February, A. D. 1861, at Washington. 

Resolved by the Senate, the House of Representatives concurring herein, That with the earnest 
desire for the return of harmony and kind relations among all our sister States, and out of respect 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Governor of this State be requested to appoint five Com- 
missioners on the park of the State of Illinois, to confer and consult with the Commissioners of 
other States who shall meet at Washington: Provided, That said Commissioners shall at all 
times be subject to the control of the General Assembly of the State of Illinois. 

Resolved, That the appointment of Commissioners by the State of Illinois, in response to the 
invitation of the State of Virginia, is not an expression of opinion on the part of this State that 
any amendment of the Federal Constitution is requisite to secure to the people of the slavehold- 
ing States adequate guarantees for the security of their rights, nor an approval of the basis of 
settlement of our difficulties proposed by the State of Virginia, but it is an expression of our 
willingness to unite with the State of Virginia }n an earnest effort to adjust the present unhappy 
controversi<* in the spirit in which the Constitution was originally formed, and consistently with 
^ principles. 

Resolved, That while we are willing to appoint Commissioners to meet in convention with those 
of other States for consultation upon matters which at presennt distract pur harmony as a 
nation, we also insist that the appropriate and constitutional method of considering and acting 
upon lie grievances complained of by our sister States, would be by the call of a convention for 
the amendment of the Constitution in the manner contemplated by the fifth article of that instru- 
ment; and if the States deeming themselves aggrieved, shall request Congress to call such conven- 
tion, the Legislatope of Illinois will ^d does concur in such call. 



NEW JEKSEY. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS in relation to the Union of the States. 

Whkrkas, The people of New Jersey, conforming to the opinion of "the Father of his Coun- 
try,'* consider the unity of the government, which constitutes the people of the United States 
one people, a main pillar in the edifice of their independence, the support of their tranquility at 
borne and peace abroad, of their prosperity, and of that liberty which they so highly prize; and 
properly estimating the immense value of their National Union to their individual happiness, 
^ey cherish a cormal, habitual, and immovable attachment to it as the palladium of their polit- 
ical safety and prosperity; therefore, 

1, Be it resolved hy the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey, That it is the 
duty of every good cicizea, in all suitable and proper ways, to stand by and sustain the Union of 
the States as transmitted to us by our fathers. 

2. And be it resolved, That the government of the United States is a national government, and 
(he Union it was designed to perfect is not a mere compact or league; and that the Constitution 
was adopted in a spirit of mutual compromise and concession by the people of the United Statef, 
Had can only^be preserved by ^e censtant recognition of that spirit. 
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3. And he it resolved, That howerer undoubted may be the fight of the general government 
to maintain its authority and ent(;ice its laws over all parts of the country, it is equally certain 
that forbearance and compromise are indispensable at this crisis to the perpetuity of the Union, 
and tiiat it is the dictate of reason, wisdom, and patriotism peacefully to adjust whatever ditler- 
ences exist between the different sections of the country. 

4. And be it resolved, That the resolutions and propositions submitted to the Senate of the 
Uniteti States by the Hon. John J. Crittenden, of Kentucky, for the compromise of the questions 
in i}i?pnie between the people of the Northern and of the Southern States, or any other Gonstitu- 
tioual mtthod that will permaneitly settle the question of slavery, will be acceptable to the people 
of the Jbtate of New Jersey, and the Senatore and Representatives in Congress from New Jersey 
be requested and earnestly urged to support those resolutions and propositions. 

6. And be it resolved. That as the Union of the.States is in imminent danger unless the reme- 
dies before suggested be speedily adoptrd, then, as a last resort, the State or New Jersey hereby 
makes application, according to the terms of the Constitution, of the Congress of the United 
States, to call a convention (of the State.-j) to propose amendments to said Constitution 

6. And be it resolved, That such of the States as have in force laws which interfere with the 
constitutional rights of citizens of the other States, either in regard to their persons or property, 
or which militate against the just construction of that part of th^ Constitution that provides that 
" the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of citizens in 
the several States," are earnestly urged and re<iuested, for the sake of peace and the Union, to 
repeal all siich laws. 

7. And he it resolved, That His Excellency, Charles S. Olden, Peter D. Vrooin, Robert F. 
Stockton, Benjamin Williamson, Joseph F. Randolph, Frederick T. Frelinghuysen, Rodman M. 
Price, William C. Alexander, and Thomas J. Stryker, be appointed commissioners to confer 
with Congress and our sister States, and urge upon them the importance of carrying into effect 
the principles and objects of the foregoing resolutions. 

8. And be it revived, That the commissioners above named, in addition to fcheir other powers, 
be authorized to meet with those now or hereafter to be appointed by our sister State of Virginia, 
and such commissioners of other States as have been, or may be hereafter appointed, to meet at 
Washington on the fourth day of February next. 

9. And be it resolved. That copies of the foregoing resolutions be sent to the President of tht 
Senate and Speaker of the House of Representatives of the United States, and to the Senators 
and Representatives in Congress from New Jersey, and to the Governors of the several States. 



NEW YOKK. 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS appointing commissioners from this State to meet commis- 
sioners from other States at Washington, on invitation of Virginia. 

Whereas, The State of Virginia, by resolutions of her General Assembly, paslfed the 19th 
instant, has invited such of the slaveholding and non-slaveholding States as are willing to unite 
with her to meet at Washington on the 4th of February next, to consider, and, if practicable, 
agree on some suitable adjustment of our national difficulties ; and whereas, the people of New 
York, while they hold the opinion that the Constitution of the United States, as it is, contains all 
needful guarantees for the rights of the States, are, nevertheless, ready at all times to confer 
with their brethren upon all alleged grievances, and to do all that can justly be required of them 
to allay discontent : therefore. 

Resolved, That David Dudley Field, Wm. Curtis Noyes, Jumes S. Wadsworth, Jas. C. Smith, 
Amaziah B. James, Erastus Corning, Addison Gardiner, Greene C Bronson, Wm. E. Dodge, ex- 
Governor John A. King, and Major General John E. Wool, be, and are hereby, appointed com- 
missioners, on the part of this State, to meet Commissioners from other States in the city of Wash- 
ington on the 4th day of February next, or so soon thereafter as Commissioners shall be appointed 
by a majority of the States of the Union, to confer with them upon the complaints of any part 
of the country, and to suggest such remedies therefor as to them shall seem fit and proper ; but 
the said Commissioners shall, at all times, be subject to the control of this Legislature, and shall 
cast five votes, to be determined by a majority of their number. 

Resolved, That in thus acceding to the request of Virginia, it is not to be understood that this 
Legislature approve of the propositions submitted by the General Assembly of that State, or con- 
cedes the propriety of their adoption by the proposed Convention. But while adhering to the 
position she has heretofore occupied. New York will not reject an invitation to a conference, 
which, by bringing together the men of both sections, holds out the possibility of an honorable 
settlement of our national difficulties, and the restoration of peace and harmony to the country. 

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to 
the Executives of the several States, and also to the President of the Unit^ States, and to in- 
form the Commissioners without delay of their appointment. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to the honorable the Senate, with a 
request that they concur therein. 
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PENNSYLYANIA. 

RESOLUTIONS to appoint Commiflsionera to a Convention of the States. 

Wheteas, the Legislature of the State of Virginia hag invited a meeting of Commiesi oners 
from the several States of this Union, to be held in the city of Washington, on the 4th day of 
February next^ to consider, and if practicable, agree upon some suitable adjustment of the 
unhappy differences which no'vf disturb the business of the country and threaten the dissolution 
of this Union : ^ . , 

And whereas, in the opinion of this Legislature, no reasonable cause eiists for this extra- 
ordinary excitement which now pervades some of the States, in relation to their domestic institu- 
tions, and while Pennsylvania still adheres to, and cannot surrender the principles which she has 
always entertained on the subject of slavery, this Legislature is willing to accept the invitation 
of Virginia, and unite with her in an earnest effort to restore the peace of the country, 'by such 
nieans as may be consistent with the principles upon which the Constitution is founded ; there- 
fore. 

Resolved by the Senate and House oj Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in, 
General Aasaemhly met. That the invitation of the Legislature of Virginia to her sister States, 
for the appointment of Commissioners to meet in the city of Washington, on the fourth of 
February next, be, and the same is hereby, accepted ; and that the Governor be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to appoint seven Commissioners for the State of Penusylvania, whose duty ii 
shall be to repair to the city of Washington, on the day designated, to meet such Commissioners 
as may be appointed by any other States, which have not authorized or sanctioned the seizure 
of the forts, arsenals, or other property of the United States, to consider, and if possible, to 
agree upon suitable measures for the prompt and final settlement of the difficulties wJiich now 
exist : Provided, That the said Commissioners shall be subject, in all their proceedings, to^the 
instructions of this Legislature. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Legislature, the people of Pennsylvania do not desire 
any alteration or amendment of the Constitution of the United States, and any recommendation 
from this body to that effect, while it does not come within its appropriate and legitimate duties, 
would not meet with their approval ; that Pennsylvania will cordially unite with the other States 
of the Union in the adoption of any proper constitutional measures adequate to guarantee and 
secure a more strict and faithful observance of the second section of the fourth article of the 
Constitution of the United States, which provides, among other things, that ** the citizens of 
each State shall be entitled to all privilege!^ and immunities of citizens of the several States," 
and that no person held to service or labor in one State under the law thereof, escaping into 
another, shall in consjcquence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service or 
labor, but shall be delivered up on the claim of the party to whom such service or labor may 
be due. 



MASSACHUSETTS. 

RESOLVE for the appointment of Commissioners to attend a Convention to bo held in the city 

of Washington. 

Whereas, The CommoHwealth of Massachusetts is desirous^ of a full and free conference with 
the General Government, and with any or all of the other States of the Union, at any time, and ^ 
on every occasion, when such conference raav promote the welfare of the country ; and wlieieas, 
questions of grave moment have ari««en roucliing the powers of the Government and the lehitions 
between the different States of the Union ; and where.is, the State of Virginia has expressed a 
desire to meet her sister States in Convention at Wishington : therefore. 

Resolved, That the Governor of this Commonwealth, bv and with the advice and con>^ent of 
the council, be, and he hereby is authorized, to appoint seven persons as Commissioners, to pro- 
ceed to Washington to confer with the General Governmenf, or with the separate States, or 
with any association of delegates from such States, and to report their doings to the Le«:islature 
at its present session ; it bein>; expressly dfcl.ired that their acts shall be at all times under tb« 
control, and subject to the approval or rejection, of the Legislature. 



EHODE ISLAND. 

Whereas, The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Virginia, on the 19th day of 
January inst., adopted resolutions invitinj^ the sister States of this Union to appoint Commis- 
sioners to meet on the 4th day of February next in 'he city of Washington, to consider the prao- 
ticability of agreeing on terms of adjustment of our present national troubles : 

Resolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby authorized, to appoint five Commissionera, 
on the part of this State, to meet such Commissioners as may be appointed by other States, In 
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the city of Wasbiiigton on the 4th day of February next, to consider, and, if practicable, agree 
upon some amicable adjustment of^the present unhappy national difficulties, upon the basis and 
in the spirit of theXk)nstitution of the United States. 



MISSOUKL 

JOINT RESOLUTION to appoint Commissionera. 

Resolved hy the House of Representatives, the SeruUe coiwurring therdm^ That Waldo P. John- 
son, John D. Coalter, A. W. Doniphan, Harrison Hough, and A. H. Buckner, be appointed Com- 
missioners, on the part of the State of Missouri, to meet Commissioners from Virginia, and other 
States, in Convention at Washington city on the 4th of February, 1861, to endeavor to agre# 
upon some plan of adjustment of existing difficulties, so as to preserve or to reconstruct thg 
Union of these States, and to secure the honor and equal rights of the slaveholding States.. 
Said Commissioners shall always be under the control of the General Assembly, except when 
the State Conveiition shall be in session, during which time they vhaJl be under the control of 
the Convention. 
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